SHOULD WE SPARE THE
ROD?

BY W. L. SCOTT

gy [ 115 work of the Children’s
i Aid Soceties in Canada

O s two-fold: (1) the eare
of  neglected  ehildren,
under the Children’s Pro
teetion  Aets, of which
there is one in almost every Provinee ;
and (20 the treatment of delinquents
nnder the Dominion Juvenile Delin-
quents Aet and the varions Provineial
Juvenile Courts Aets.* 1t is of the
work with delinquents that I propose
1o \'n'ul\'.

Quite apart from humanitarian and
altruistic considerations, the methods
to be pursued with respeet to Juvenil
delinquents arve of great importane
to the community ; for the potential
eriminal if left to himself will become
the hardened repeater of the police
courts. Do we ever think of what a
vast number of people there are in jail
and what a great loss and an enor-
mous expense theie being there means
to the State? The cost of catehing,

prosecuting and supporting eriminals
is one of the largest items of publie
expenditure, to say nothing of the far
greater loss involved in the withdraw-
al of these men from useful eitizen

ship.  We are inclined to look on
erime as inevitable, but it is very
largely, if not entirely, preventable,

Criminals, unlike poets, are made, not
born, and they are for the most part
made in childhood.  Criminal caveers
begin in childhood.  The characters
of adults are fixed by time and habits,
Trained in honesty a man remains
honest.  Habituated to erime he is an
unreformable eriminal, Children are
plastic, men are malleable. A ehild
is a lump of putty, soft and easily
moulded, and taking its character
from its surroundings,  Gradually its
actions harden into habits and hahits
shape its destiny.

Despite the undeniably great intlu-
enee which heredity exerts on the in-
dividual both mentally and physie

“Juvenile Courts are established under the Juvenile Delinquents Act passed by the

Dominion Parfiament in 1908, though in most of the Provinces there are also provineial
Juvenile Courts Acts supplementing the federal legislation. The Dominion Act is not,
however, in foree universally, but only where it has been put in foree by proclamation
following a demand for it in the locality and assurances that proper facilities have
been or will be provided for the due carrying out of its provisions.  Alberta and Sas-
katchewan are the only provinees in which it is universally in force. The portions of
the other provinees in which it is in foree are as follows: In British Columbia, the
Cities of Vancouver, and Vietoria ; in Manitoba, the City of Winnipeg, the Dauphin
Judicial District and the Eastern Judicial District; in Ontario, the Cities of Toronto,
Ottawa, Stratford, Kitchener, Brantford, and Galt, the town of St, Mary s, the Counties
of Perth, Waterloo and Brant and the Judicial District of Timiskaming; in Quebee, the
City of Montreal; in Nova Scotia, the City of Halifax and the County of Fictou, and in
Prince Edward Island, the City and Royalty of Charlottetown.  The system should be
more widely adopted, partienlarly in the Provinée of Ontario, where the Children's Aid
Societies are so many and so active,




