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TiiK lii«.t I'llitioii ot Lecture^ on ' Tlic Acutf .\1» lumcii
"

liaviii}.' hccHmc f:diiin>tc(l some iiKiiitli- a^io. I wa-^ rci|in -tcil

hy th<* |)iil»li>^lu IS to write a s ml tili'inii. with mkIi alterations

anil aililitions as nii^ht secin advisable. 'I'lu- eotitiiiiieil aiUanci-

of oiir kiiowleiljic of the aente eoiiditions wliieli may arise iu

the alxloim n has necessitat'd an increase in size of the volume.

wliiUt it lias appeared desirable to a Id the accounts of many
ea^c> an I illu-iratioiis with the view of more thoroughly

elucidat iiisi the subject. So many acute ab 'ominal diseases

have prosed curable by oprrat'on. w hiii it !• performed early,

that I hope my rea lers will not consider the >ubject unduly

ma<;nitied consider'n^ its impoi'tance in modern practice. 'I'he

treatment of ,he acute ab;!omi 'i (includini: th.il of lesions the

result of traumatism) demands an ai |uaintancc with the

.^urjiical part of the subject which eainiot always be obtained

in text books on sur>.ery. In addition, it may be added that

in ord' ' to l)f of uencral application the metho.ls described

should bi- as siiuple as po>sible. so thai no practitioner need

t -ar to make an attempt *
i save a threatened life l)ccause he

his no^ >ome particuhir clamp. l)o))bin or brand of catgut in

hi^. possession. Silk is still recommended, because it is stron<^

an I can lie 'rusted. .Moreover, ii is easily >tei'ilised by boiling,

even in a cottage.

Tile principal additions to the ])resent volume, wliicli is

divided into sections, are t >se on the planning of ab lominal

incisions and injuries to ihe abdomen, external ami internal,

iiuUuling most of the subject-nii ter of the Oration given

Ix'fore the Medical Society of London in !(tlu. There is a

special section on the after effects of ab. lominal injuries.

An endi'avour has been made to iliffercntiate clinically some


