
FRENCH VOWEL-SOUNDS.
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long=ime, pAte, rare, Pftjucs—like a in : arm.

short = la, ma, cravate, braa—like n in : tat.

foUowe:! by mm or ?m= feninie, solennel—like a in fat.

long= bete, fete, etre. grele—like e in : were.

" =ni4re, pare, eQccis " "

in body of a word = reine, peine.

" " " =haine, Maine, saine.

foUowei by eo.isonants other than m or R = fraiB, aimaient, laisser.

or fty=dey, Jersey, esaayer, payer.

in th3 body of a word followed by double consonants, or in mono-

syllables = messe, pelle, serre, cette mer, fer, sac, bee.

short and sharp= b6b6, v^rit^, caf6—like / in : caf/.

er, in terminations = berger, chercher " " "

e», in monosyllables = les, mes, tea, ses, ces—like i in : caf^.

ei, =nez, allez, chez '• '• **

at, not followed by any consonant = mai, plaie " " "

le or o«, =cecum6nique, Oedipe " " "

e, mute or unaccented = homme, venir, je, le, se—like t in : celery.

e«, in plural endings of nouns, etc., or verbs= pire8, avares, donnes,

manges—like e in : celery.

tnt, in the 3rd pent, plural of verba = laissent, passent, aimaient,

levferent—like e in celery.

^ (i, Ioug= gite, lie—like i in : machine

(i or y, short= myrte, lys, myoaotis, midi—liko t in : machine

16
long, =cote, rot, apotre, geole—like o in : note.

au *' =au, pause, gaule *' " "

tan " =eau, beau, tableau " " **

short = 8onore, col, foUe, sot, pot—like o in ; not.

_„ ( u, long= flAte, rue, mQre, sflr.

'
\?/, short = azur, brut, pu, nul.

y itu or ««, long = heure, steur, fleurir—like m in : lis.

\e« or an, short= Dieu, feu, peu, wuf, seul—like u ui : ws.

^ lou^ o\K, long= AoOt, goQter, roue—like oo.

\ou, Bhort = mouter, toute, loup, sou, doux.

N. B. —Consonants = 6, </, y, p, «, (, x, in endings, do not affect tba

sound of the preceding voweU.

c. f. L and r. are. however, generally sounded : Roc, chef, sel, cher.


