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Review of Negotiations
Thai Led to Qootrnmenl Oanership

and Operation of Elevators

in Manitoba

Siin-e it Iihh lufr(niii' known thiit tin* (i()V('rnini-'nt o|MT)itiim

(if cli'vators in .Miinitolm hiiH not iiit'iisuri'il up to tlu' •xpi'iin-

tions of tliose who looked npon (iovt'rnmont or piililii- oWn-T-

sliip anil opiTiition of such cli'vntors for liaiidlinK cniin as a

relief from the aliuHes that iiave arisen throiitrli the riioiiopiily

of the grain trade in Western Canada, the leaders of the drain

OrowerB' movement have been suhjeeted to most severe and

adverse eritieiams in eertain eireles. Tiny are eredited with

being reaponsilile tor the Oovernm"nt iimlertakin^' the pur-

eliase of elevators and in many quartiTs are aeeused of being

the dire.t cause ot'the ttaseo into whieh the (iovernment system

of elevators has drifted. In other words an attem|>t is made

to make the leaders of the Grain (irowers tlu' seapegoul.

Kather than run the risk of prejudicring any on(^ against

the system established by the tJovernnu-nt or do anything that

would imve a tendency to weaki'u the band> if the i uciission

wliieh was entrusted with the operation ot the system thi'

Executive of the tirain tJrowcrs' Association refraiiu'il from

any attempt at explanation or to give the publi- reaaims why

the system has not met with success. They preferred to silently

bear the approbrium heaped on them and Muii'tly wait the re-

sults of (iovernment methods.

They were conscious of the fact that failure of making the

Government elevators a success was not iluc to any inherent ,

defect in tlu' priniupic of public ownership ami operation ot

public utilities; and that the warehousing of grain and the pro-

viding for the necessary storage tor wareho\isiug ot grain at

primary points of shipment, lends itself to the principle of pub-

lic ownership and could be made a success were proper metho<ls

adopted.


