
Introduction xi

The idea oj the yet freer and greater Britain that might
have been is admirably sta<;ed in a speech of Lord Rosebery's
which may be quoted here since there is no room for it else-
where in the book:

—

" One cannot but pause for a moment to reflect that but for
a small incident—the very ordinary circumstance of the accept-
ance of a peerage—this Empire might have been incalculably
greater. Had the elder Pitt, when he became First Minister
not left the House of Commons, he would probably have re^
tamed his sanity and his authority. He would have prevented
or suppressed, the reckless budget of Charies Townshend have
induced George III. to listen to reason, have introduced repre-
sentataves from America into the Imperial Pariiament and
preserved the thirteen American colonies to the British Crown
Is It fanciful to dweU for a moment on what might have
happened ? The Reform Bill which was passed in 1832 would
probably have been passed much eariier; for the new blood
of America would have burst the old vcsels of the Constitution
It would have provided for some self-adjusting system of
representation, such as now prevails in the United States, by
which mcreasing population is proportionately represented
And at last, when the Americans became the majority, the seat
of Empire would perhaps have been moved solemnly across
the Atlantic, and Britain have become the historical shrine
and the European outpost of the worid empire.

" What an extraordinary revolution it would have been had

..J
accomplished! The greatest known without blood-

shed; the most sublime transference of power in the history
of nankind. Our conceptions can scarcely picture the pro-
cession across the Atlantic, the greatest sovereign in the
greatest fleet in the universe, Ministers, Government Pariia-
ment departing solemnly for the other hemisphere, not, as in
the case of the Porhiguese sovereigns e .ugrating to Brazil
under the spur of necessity, but under the vigorous embrace
of the younger worid. It is well to bridle the imagination,
lest It become fantastic and extravagant.

" Moreover, it is a result to which we can scarcely acclima-
tise ourselves, even in idea. But the other effects might have
been scarcely less remarkable. America would have hung on
the skirts of Britain and pulled her back out of European com-
plications. She would have profoundly affected the foreign
policy of the mother country in the direction of peace. Her
influence in our domestic policy would have been scarcely less


