, Greece ’-tums leﬁ‘

w1th Karamanhs by now Presrdent of the Repubhc the

“New Democracy plagued by seven years of fatigue (and °

suspicions of recent corruption, dried-up inspiration on
means to revitalize a stagnant economy, and lack of moral
: purpose) Papandreou won the 1981 elections by a Iandshde

‘Whatever might be said about Pasok electoral prom-

ises; its politics were essentlally populist: pnmanly nega- . |
tive (antl-nght anti-West, anti- “Dependence”), its ban-

ner of Alaghi (Change) attracted an assortment of confused
and skeptical voters. :On. the eve. of-these elections, 20
percent. of the Greeks were stubbornly:undecided and it

seems certain that their bulk belonged to.the old (liberal) -

Centre. But Papandreou’s. pre-election ambiguity helped
to temper their fears that Pasok was still radical or poten-

tially- adventurist. - With the Right now at 35 percent; the .

Communists at their traditional 11 percent, and the Centre

all but extinct, Pasok. embarked enthusrastrcally on. ruhng ,

Greece:

F irst six months

On the domestrc front the ﬁrst six months seemed hke
an exercise in problem recognition, not an application of
solutions: Confusion and blunders (such as contradictory
- statements at the highest levels on property taxes) were
-attributed to the inexperience and-lack of brilliance of the
new,administrators.:But the government’s:new labor law,
. clearly biasedon the side of labor, and its substantial in-
creases of salaries and wages, suggested that Pasok would
not betray the'expectations, of its working -class constitu-
ency. It also suggested that the inherited inflation rate of 25
percent would be hard to combat. Higher direct and indi-
rect taxation was aimed at democratizing burdens but
threatened to alienate those who had assumed that better
: (consumenst) days were here at last. Noteworthy was the
legalization of civil marriage, which caused serious friction
with the Greek Orthodox Church, since this undermined
its hold on the state-(marriages until now had to be blessed
" by the priests, else they were void). A new law on higher
education; essentially prepared by the previous govern-
ment; abolished entrance examinations for the univer-
sities, replaced the “chair-system” of a single professorlal
overlord, and secured liberal student partlclpatlon in deci-
sron makmg ‘
‘ Papandreou’srfocus, however, rested on international
relations. An‘aggressive policy was launched in the forums
of NATO and the EEC: Aiming ‘at fulfilling the pledge to
revise the country’s perceived dependence on the West and
to establish “national dignity,” Pasok began vetoing most
decisionsin these forums, including the Furopean sancti-
ons against Jaruzelski’s Poland and the Spanish entry into
EEC. Combining substance with drama, Papandreou dis-
missed his deputy foreign minister by teIephone forsigning
-a Common Market document asserting Soviet respon-
sibility for the Polish crackdown. An invitation to Libya’s
. Gaddafi and the establishment of a PLO diplomatic mis-
sion in-:Athens underlined Pasok’s pro-Third World affilia-
tions, as did Papandreou’s refusal to receive Alexander
Haig because of a prior engagement with Yasser Arafat.
The government insisted on explicit NATO guarantees of
the Greek borders agalnst any Tuorkish threat. It intimated
that if, as the Turkish invasion of Cyprus in 1974 had shown,
the Alliance could not safeguard vital Greek interests,

Greece’s participation in NATO would be counter~produc-

tive, if not self-contradictory.
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~ Insum, the first six months of socialist rule produ 2 1C
‘modest measures domestically, a far cry from initiaj £60n0Y]
radical change ” Pasok’s fore1gn stance, however, pa ed
leled pre-election intimations but seemed to irritate eICs
confuse Greece’s western friends, without benefits fry lediast
v other (such as: Arab) quarters : : mlr)l";
Sy €
: Second sixmonths = . P diety

* fectual. But Pasok avoided confrontations with any
“ductive sector, optlng for realism and compromise. F

ize. Although it was transpiring that investors’ confidend

~ government was-discovering a new profit from the Com-}

-In the second six'months, the domestrc picture saw fy alitich
profound changes. Predicated on more private investm n
incentives and hopes for more public spending, Pasc i
proposals on Greek stagflation seemed unoriginal and

instance, last summer’s strike by wholesale distributors(
agricultural products who were insisting on a 12 perce
rate of profit, led some imaginative observers to expect;
revolt of Greek housewives reminiscent of what preceds
Allende’s downfall. Instead, distributors and governmef
settled for 6 percent profit, and the threat of employing !
army m the circulation of farm products did not materi

was still lacking and the shipping industry was in cris
tounsm, one of Greece’s major industries, remaine
vibrant. The government attracted notoriety by recogni
ing the Greek Resistance against Nazism, a, Tecognitio
prev1ously resisted because of the communist uprisin 1
which had followed. It also began taking measures to & §
tionalize agncultural cooperatives. And it is studying th
creation of comprehensxve medical care, lamentably lack!
ing in Greece, the formation of a state-run system of pha:
maceutical d1stnbutlon and a requirement for doctors
begin by servmg in small provincial hospitals.

Most 1mportant in the second six months was th !
socialists’ change of course in international relations. With} orradic
out minimizing the pro-Arab stance, the confrontation
posture in NATO and the Common Market was abap} HODS N
doned, with no further vetoes issued. By agreement wi thee
Turkey, a moratorium on “mutual provocations” was ent. r the (
forced last August, resulting in a temporary improvemen} :
inthe climate. Gaddafi’s-visit did not take place, but Haigh}- ould |
did. And the talk of leaving the Western Alliance and the}
EEC was replaced by eloquent gestures signaling a deci} 0L
sion to remain in both. ; tempt

- Papandreou’s personal popularity exceeded 60 pe
cent last summer. In addition, it now appeared as thoughf
Greece’s more imaginative foreign policy had enforcedf
Papandreou’s claims to European statesmanship and th
country’s aspirations to quasi-autonomy. Moreover, th

mon Market budget: $140 million in 1981 and $800 million void |
in1982. Finally, there was some effort to raise the quality of §
Greek life through cultural and environmental initiatives, |
including pollution controls in industry, experimenting §
with a ban on private cars from the centre of Athens,
decentrahzlng cultural amenities and c1v11121ng Greek tele-
vision programing. -

If this picture, then, cannot amount to a failure of
policy, what caused the decline in support revealed in last
October’s municipal elections? The answer begins to be
seen by recognizing the distance between the resuls
achieved and the expectations cultivated by Pasok itself
The “movement” had persuaded many Greeks that it pos-
sessed untried formulas for the Good Society, predicated




