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NVe are an organization of free countries. We have learned to live and work together in
the firm conviction that our fundamental unity and our combined strength are indispensable
to our own security and to the peace of the world.

The meaning of our Alliance is clear. We have given a solemn guarantee, each to the other,f'
to regard an attack upon one as an attack upon all, to be resisted with all the forces at our;
command. Faithful to the Charter of the United Nations we reaffirm that our Alliance will never::
be used for aggressive purposes. We are always ready to settle international problems by s
negiotiation, taking into account the legitimate interests of all. We seek an end to world
tension. And intend to promote peace, economic prosperity and social progress throughout
the world.

We continue firmly to stand for comprehensive and controlled disarmament, which we _
believe can be reached by stages. In spite of disappointments, we remain ready to discuss any.
reasonable proposal to reach this goal and to lay a solid foundation for a durable peace. This
is the only way to dispel the anxieties arising from the armaments race.

- The free world faces the mounting challenge of international communism backed by^
Soviet power. Only last month in Moscow the Communist rulers again gave clear warning of.
their determination to press on to domination over the entire world, if possible.by subversion,
if necessary by violence. Within the North Atlantic Treaty there is no place for the concept of
world domination. Firmly believing in peaceful change through democratic means, cherishing•
the character of our peoples and vigilant to safeguard their freedom, we will never yield to
such a threat.

For the entire world it is both a tragedy and a great danger that the peoples under inter-
national communist rule-their national independence, human liberties and their standard of
living as well as their scientific and technological achievements-have been sacrificed to the
purposes of world domination and military power. The suppression of their liberty will not
last forever. Already in these countries there is evidence of the growing desire for intellectuaT
and economic freedom. If the free nations are steadfast, the totalitarian menace that now con-
fronts them will eventually.recede.

Established to defend the peace, our Alliance will also enable us to reach our objectives of
economic and social progress. For this purpose we have agreed to co-operate closely to enable
us to carry the necessary burden of defence without sacrificing the individual liberties or the
welfare of our peoples. We shall reach this goal only by recognizing our interdependence and `•.
by combining our efforts and skills in order to make better use of our resources. Such efforts -
will now be applied particularly to the peaceful use of atomic energy and to the development
and better organization of scientific co-operation.

To the many nations which have gained their independence since the end of the Second :•
\Vorld War and to all other peoples who, like ourselves, are dedicated to freedom in peace, we
offer co-operation on a basis of complete equality and in a spirit of fraternity.

Conscious of our intellectual aAd material resources, convinced of the value of our prin-
ciples and of our way of life, without provocation but equally without fear, we^ have taken ;
decisions to promote greater unity, greater strength and greater security not only for our own
nations but also, we believe, for the world at large.

Communiqué

International Situation -

1. The aim of the Soviet bloc is to weaken.and disrupt the free world. Its instruments are*
military, political and economic: and its activities are world wide. To meet this challenge the^
free world must organize its resources-moral, military, political and economic-and be ready=
to deploy them wherever the situation demands. Our Alliance cannot therefore be concerned
only with the North Atlantic area or only with military defence. It must also organize its
political and economic strength on the principle of interdependence, and must take account of
developments outside its own area.

2. In the course of our meeting we have therefore reviewed the international situation,
and, in particular, the dangers to world peace arising from Soviet actions and threats. In spite
of the dangers of the situation which are obvious to all, the U.S.S.R. has made no real con-'-
tribution to the solution of major problems causing international tension. We have especially^
in mind the problems of the reunification of Germany in freedom, and the continuing anomaly

,/of-the isolation of Berlin-the capital of Germany. We renew and reaffirm our declaration of
October 23, 1954 which had in view the establishment on a firm basis of the security and free-
dom of Berlin. The perpetuation of injustice to the German people undermines international
confidence and endangers peace. At the Geneva Conference of heads of government in July,
1955, the U.S.S.R. leaders took a solemn commitment that "the reunification of Germany by
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