
"We've found a lot of things wrong with Ontario law schools" $
continued from page 1 -------------

and we need Native perspectives 
within the regular curriculum."

«N
dations" from the students, and said ~ 
he wanted to see Osgoode have =-* 
"aboriginal perspectives in law in- ~ 
tegrated into courses, not justadded 5 
on," as well as increasing Native f 
faculty and involving aboriginal Jï 
communities directly in education. £ 

And while MacPherson's com- 5 
mitment is probably genuine (he 
was active on the federal Marshall J 
Inquiry, which condemned the . 
Nova Scotia provincial court for | 

ering up the false imp 
of Donald Marshall, a Native man), 
delegates noted that none of the 
changes at Osgoode occurred 
without student pressure first.

"I think our dean has been ac­
cessible, but we've made him be 

. accessible," one student said of
t MacPherson.
1 The conference ended on a note 
| of guarded optimism—with a sense 

that law schools may someday be­
come potent institutions, rather than 
necessary humiliations, for Native 
students.

^5A great divergence
IThe conference grew out of increas­

ing dissatisfaction among 
Osgoode's First Nations students.

In a reports last year, members 
of the First Nations Law Society 
described classes, curricula and fac­
ulty memberships which had no re­
lation to their own experiences, and 
which sometimes offended and be­
littled Native students.

They were met with an immedi­
ate response — not from the Os­
goode administration, but from 
Native students at other Ontario 
law schools.

Werealized that if changes were 
going to happen it wouldn't be the 
deans making them happen, it 
would be the students," Hare said.

Some Ontario law schools
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tably at the University of Ottawa11— Murray Sinclair . Phot> ty SoendJ^™”"1' F''Sl N<’"ons low Sh”,<’nls skr’ Montlobo Provincial Court Judge Susan Hare remarked that Native
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great divergence of understand- the possibility of creatine an inde- "People like us am voi™ m w, ^ n nu velopment in the history of Native
mg of aboriginal people and ab- pendent Native law ^hcSl valuable  ̂CorHnn pJLc ,,?8 h ?g°a°de Dea? MacPherson said people. Our laws go back much

'"h-vw^;,ud„ *'-*—■**—*

Unto SiEEB -hre sar*s,udenis in -

While Windsor barely acknowl- ^ruh1™^1?'68 in the U-S" Affirmative action programs
edees Native law Otiawah u- a Other delegates characterized notwithstanding, Canadian law^fNSelawpmSr^and1?- |heNative law school as an ultimate schools discourage Native students .........«1
formed the entire curriculum long-term goal or as a threat to en- in several ways. Their courses are |

"I transferred to Ottawa for the courage reluctant administrators to almost always predicated on White ,
opportunities in aboriginal law" ^klv^ ref°rms haPPen more Canadian culture; theirapproach to

q Butâtes,r„„garg„me„,s STSSïïSlS

Ottawa I, and there's™™ war f"“helndePe"dent study of Native of their students (and even faculty)
that it needs tn Hp " avX; harbour racist attitudes; they rarely

Prohahlv ih, „ „ f , For one thing, the concept of a offer any support for aboriginal re-goal ofïSecLfpmZlcmHPOrtant karate Native justice system has ligions or lifestyles. 8 
this awareness toall six of Ontario's recently burst into the centre of of- Although an independent law
law" *C,a debate in the wake of school wasn't on the agenda of the

The students got symbolic assis- ^ ,**fce ^ SaM * 5Sj
tance (as well as funHinal frpm k; " / , ,, could well become a student effort. «SHOW
chard Allen, Ontario's minister of government™ ,follo^ne^hTcueof Zn3 l0‘ °f thingS w -
colleges and universities. His pres- LeraMusticenri riser Kim ^ro»g wth Ontario law schools. If ». '
ence at the conference — and his Campbell — has rejected the^tT ^ "?* meetmg our needs> and »
creation last year of the Native mediate iissihiHiJnf si? lf we can t reform the existing sys- § X '
Education Council -appeared asa mdependSit courfsystem1 theTdea ***' the" S6t Up °Ur OWn" 
welcoming gesture to many of the has won the expressed support of 
students. all three provincial NDP govern-
... Z|. ments and much of the legal and
We II set up our own aco™*cdrT"ny n ,. bu1 »aS u» «m «ud™t

M. r',g d f , Dean 11 m conference of its kind, the items on 
This optimism was dampened by a justkeIwemTteom^ TSy ,h= a8enda were more basic - like 
common fear among Native stu- bv the end ofthederaHo 8etbng to know each other.

=u7reKnS=se4~'S MKt4^rEL
kïïsïï? sis,he way

quickly as they appeared Another aro„mo ( •' a consensus on one issue: the need to"Therearesomelaw schools that den, Native fw’S^ifE

ability to attract students from Na- every Canadian law school.

m m -m m ;.... mmmm

: . _V
*

.E* i

»s
4*7i !r / :

I,.
ilm

*

t
0:,nL 1 «4 f- ;•I

j
\*

f..
S:; ;

ii#

rl40* A
»m m : ; m

%

Guarded optimism 4 4 4
4

-

nary

inRAVELCUIS
have made a big leap," Hare said,

YORK UNIVERSITY IÏACHING AWARDS Rthn free Ow Way free
LONDON $379 
PARIS $439 
AMSTERDAM $429 
ROME
ATHENS $769 
TEL AVIV $769 
BRUSSELS $399 
FRANKFURT $499

$229
$279fnTf 4 reCently approved the establishment of two annual University-wide teach­

ing awards, one to a member of the full-time faculty, the other to a person teachine
VoiTr othercapilc"y than hill-time. To be eligible, instmctors must have taught At

IZantottor'eZI" three yearS' me awards tecognize such attributes as good rn®a J™, ?•' ffe w e cjommuhleatlon. positive attitudes towards students, fairness
and ®radln8' flexlble approaches, and appropriate student learning

dents alumnl^nd/131^ ^ evldenced bV student assessments, letters from stu- 
dents, alumni and/or colleagues. Award winners will
recognition, a $5000 cash honorarium.

Teadlhg' m cTntr^l Suideli"es f available from the Centre for the Support of 
leaching, 124 Central Square. Nominations may be made by faculty members teach-
ladling and'Leafnlntr “.Tï indMdutily or in «-ups. The Senate Commit 
the Cenfre^r rS? g ? f'ectuaward recipients. Submissions must be received at 
the Centre for the Support of Teaching by Monday, March 2
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York University, Toronto (416)661-1393 
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