
The West Edmonton Mall is the largest facility of its kind in 
Canada. It covers an area equal to 19 football fields and 
houses an entire amusement park complete with 
roller coaster, lake, ice rink and of course hundreds 
of stores
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.I’LlEven though the home team won the big game, 
no one
great Canadian University hockey final. There 

just too many things that took away the 
value of the championship for the Alberta 
Golden Bears.

First of all, Alberta had absolutely no right 
to be in the final. They lost in their own league’s 
semi-final to the Saskatchewan Huskies, who 
lost in the conference final to the Calgary 
Dinosaurs, who had to qualify for the national 
finals by playing Trois Rivieres on the Quebec 
team’s home ice. As one of the Yeomen noted 
over the weekend, “when you have to play in 
Quebec, you’re down two goals before the 
game even starts."

Calgary lost big in two straight games while 
Alberta was at home preparing for the finals.

But it’s not the first time something like this 
has happened. Just last year, York downed the 
University of Toronto in OUAA semi-final play, 
but Toronto as host team was assured a spot in 
the CIAU tournament. Fortunately for the C'lAU, 
York won the University Cup and Toronto was 
eliminated early. Can you imagine the embar
rassment if what happened this year had hap
pened two years in a row?

Thankfully, the host team format will be 
going the way of Laurentian and RMC football 
teams. By the end of next year’s season, host 
teams will be an extinct breed.

The tournament will be hosted by Alberta 
for the next two years, but if they make it into 
the finals in the future it will be solely because 
of their own merits. The way it should be.

But being a host team was not the only thing 
the Golden Bears had going for them. As hosts, 
they were allowed to choose on which date they 
wished to play, Thursday or Saturday. Natu
rally they picked the Thursday date, giving 
themselves two full days of rest before Sun
day’s final. Meanwhile, they other finalists, 
UQTR had to play its second game on Sunday in 
less than 22 hours.

Is it any wonder that Alberta won the 1986 
hockey crown?

The tournament’s format will undergo some 
revisions over the summer months when the 
coaches association will meet with the CIAU in 
June.

Gone will be the regional playdowns—a bad 
idea from the start—as well as the host teams.

The proposal that the coaches association 
agreed upon in Edmonton will include just the 
four conference champions. It sounds so sim
ple it makes you wonder why it was not imple
mented before.

Imagine it, representatives from each geo
graphic and cultural area of Canada. The West, 
Ontario, Quebec and the Maritimes meeting 
once every year for an exchange of body 
checks, hospitality and culture.

Yeomen head coach Dave Chambers is in 
favor of the four conference champion meeting 
in the national final. No host team or regional 
playdowns for Chambers, “As far as I’m con
cerned, if we don’t win the ouaa we don’t 
deserve to go to Edmonton," he said during the 
league playoffs.

“The Final Four is exciting, but the CIAU has 
to market and sell the event," Chambers said in 
Edmonton, “The NCAA does it and draws 18- 
19,000 fans. There’s no reason we can’t.”

It seems for now at least, that the Vanier Cup 
will have to remain as the only properly pro
moted and financially viable ciau event of the 
athletic season.
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