
Skillful production wades through 
soggy script in Eclectic’s latest

GENE HACKMAN 
MATT DILLON

By CHRIS WARREN
The relatively young theatre group, 

Eclectic Theatre Productions (com­
posed of several Y ork graduates) has 
now put on four highly successful 
productions, including Fortune in 
Men's Eyes and Creeps. The fourth, 
Female Transport, which recently 
concluded a run at Tarragon Thea­
tre’s Extra Space, establishes an 
adherence to high production values 
and the choice of socially relevant 
plays, usually about imprisonment.

The play, by Steve Gooch, 
young British playwright, concerns 
six young women, convicted of var­
ious light crimes in the early nine­
teenth century, and sentenced to 
outrageous terms at a prison camp in 
Australia. The female prisoners are 
“transported” in the hold of a ship 
on the six-month voyage from Eng­
land to Australia.

Now, there is plenty of room for 
exploration with a premise like this. 
The playwright has tried to examine 
questions of justice, humanity, the 
corruption of innocence, and the 
influence of greed, heavy questions 
that have been explored now by most 
major playwrights. But if the play,

for all its highly-wrought emotions, 
tension, and occasional violence, 
seems a bit contrived, sentimental, 
and self-righteous, the blame does 
not fall on the production.

ETP, under the direction of York 
theatre grad Jordan Merkur, has 
staged the play with so much energy 
and thoroughness that the parts that 
are written well stand up as very fine 
theatre. But unfortunately the play is 
conventional in so many ways, and 
betrays its own dynamite premise 
with such false contrivances, that I 
began to feel as trapped as the 
convicts.

You have a corrupt prison guard, 
Sarge, bent, squinting, and drawling 
from one side of his mouth. When he 
sits with the young lad just hired for 
his first voyage, you expect him to 
say “Ar, Billy, have yer ever bin ta 
sea?” Trevor Bain as The Surgeon 
strove valiantly with lines like: 
“You’ve heard of humanity, I pre­
sume?” and several preachy mono­
logues establishing the play’s “moral 
voices.”

The finer characterization fell to 
the women themselves, and with a 
fine cast, led by Alison Smiley as the

gusty Charlotte and Jackie Samuda 
as Nance, the rebellious, righteous 
prisoner, the six sad characters came 
to life. But the script frequently 
becomes journalistic. For instance, 
all the women tell each other (and, 
conveniently, us) their life story in 
one chunk, one by one. Gooch is too 
timid with the circumstances, which, 
if you have any imagination, would 
have had to be awful.

When the ship reaches Sydney, 
you have a neat ending: the good 
surgeon has been bought off and 
won’t report the terrible conditions, 
the innocent boy, untouched by the 
squalor and violence, is dreaming of 
seeing the world, and the 
en...I’ll put it this way: I was thank­
ful not one of them said: “Gee I— 
I’m kind of sad it’s all 
now—let’s keep in touch.”

Complete with interesting set and 
quick pace, ETP’s production was 
enjoyable in itself, but the play is 
hardly one that disturbs or stays with 
you. With their mounting skill and 
experience, the new company, with 
good material, promises to be an 
exciting one to watch.
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* ^foûung exciting ever happened 

in Chris family. But within 48 hours, his mother will be kidnapped. 

His father will be forced to reveal a secret past and he will find 

himself at the center of an adventure he never 

dreamed could happen to him.
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TARGET GAYLE HUNNICUTT ■ JOSEF SOMMER Original Score by MICHAEL SMALL 
Story by LEONARD STERN Screenplay by HOWARD BERK and DON PETERSEN 
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[Rod Thr Warner Ftipotïk W ”-it—"" " ‘ '

8l

DINNER
THEATERhi

MPLAN
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The test preparation 
specialist since 1938
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[CASUAL JOHN ADAMS

Call Days, Eves. & Weekends Sunday, November 17, 1985 8:00 p.m. 
Premiere Dance Theatre 

New Music for synthesizers, 
solo bass and grand pianos by

JOHN ADAMS & CHAN KA NIN
Tickets $10.00/Adults $5.00 / Students & Seniors
Available at the Box Office, NEW MUSIC CONCERTS 

BASS, or call 869-8444 and charge it.

967-4733
720 Spadina Ave. Suite 410 

Toronto, Ont. M5S 2T9
Other Centers in More Thar, 

j 100 Major U S Cities & Abroad

Friendly people ^
FINCH AVENUE WEST, DOWNSVIEW. ONT 
Located at FINCH & CHESSWOOD DR.
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TRAVEL CUTS 
Christmas Charters HEAR SOMETHING NEW!

YORK SKI CLUB

THE FT. LAUDERDALE READING WEEK 
WATER SKI TRIP

TORONTO presents

Vancouver
Saskatoon
Winnipeg
Halifax
Edmonton/Calgary

$399 NOW $369
$309 FED 15-23 i

$429$199
based on 4 per room

plus $60 tax & service charge
Round trip airfare, via Worldways Charter L1011 aircraft, with an open bar 
and inflight meals. 7 nights accommodation at the Galt Ocean Mile Hotel, 
located on its own private beach. It features an Olympic size pool, poolside 
bar, and many activities such as sailing, windsurfing, and tennis All rooms 
feature 2 double beds, tub & shower.

$199
$339

FOR MORE INFO REGARDING THE CLUB, COME TO 
OUR TABLE AT CENTRAL SQUARE OR CALL 636-5578

Going tv TRAVEL 
Your Way! Èr A CUTS

The travel company of CFS
TRAVEL CUTS TORONTO U of T, 44 St George St

416 979-2406
All tours operated by Proto Tours
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