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As boys get their girls, so Brecht gets his Man

By JASON SHERMAN
Romeo and Juliet
by William Shakespeare
directed by Neil Freeman
Atkinson

Man Equals Man

by Bertolt Brecht
Hart House Theatre
until Saturday

Fool For Love

by Sam Shepard

directed by Michele George
currently at Toronto Free Theatre

: -’ Yhe recent Metro productions of Romeo
and Juliet, Man Equals Man, and Fool For
Love provide three excellent opportuni-
ties to see performed the plays we often only
manage to study at university.

Neil Freeman tried to get his fourth-year
performance students to follow Hamlet’s
advice and speak the speeches as they were
pronounced. The result was a Romeo and Juliet
with generally strong performances. The no-
tricks performance began with the actors stalk-
ing the stage in tights and gawking at the skulls
placed randomly about the silver-gilted poles.
From this moment on there was a feeling of

what we might call oneness not only amongst
the actors, but between the audience and-the
ensemble.

While the pacing and textual cuts grabbed
and maintained audience interest in, and
awareness of, the storyline, Freeman’s greatest
accomplishment may have been his ability to
turn nine student actors into one seemingly
well-seasoned acting company. No thunder
was stolen, and every actor was a welcome sight
on stage, although John Weisberger was a
touch more welcome, by virtue of his com-
manding voice and presence.

And speaking of Brechtian (self-conscious
theatricality and all that) technique, the always
reliable Graduate Centre at University of
Toronto presented an early work of the Ger-
man pioneer called (sometimes) Man Equals
Man, the story of an individual’s first taste of,
and eventually his unquenchable thirst for,
blood.

Alan Filewod kept the proceedings and the
feel of the text manic and dreamlike, except for
a very long and nearly unbearable train scene
which threatened to make the audience forget
what the play is about.

Unlike the York production, there were
some standout performances, namely Barnaby
Southgate who looks and acts, as his name

suggests he might, like a music-hall performer,
and Craig Stephenson who portrays a stock
character—the tough army major—like a stock
character, letting the role work itself. Monica
Prendergast sings verse a good deal better than
she delivers prose, which is itself something of a
feat given the not-too-inspired music of Jamie
Crooks. His Motownish finale gets points for
originality, but we get the feeling Brecht might
be breakdancing in his grave.

There’s no dancing or singing in Fool for
Love, but actors Brent Carver and Jennifer
Dale get to scream and roll around a whole lot.
That new Great God of the American Theatre
Sam Shepard has wrought a play around the
seemingly tireless theme of life inventing art
inventing life and so forth which is given
expression here in the twisted stories woven by
a possibly incestuous sister-brother duo and
their off-to-the-wings father. By the end no one
knows who’s making up what and, just possi-
bly, no one, including the audience, really
cares. There just isn’t enough going on to sus-
tain even the hour and a half of the play, but at
least cowboy Carver and groundskeeper
Richard Donat make it fun. Carver is supposed
to be something like this country’s Great Star;
if so, Donat may well be its Milky Way,
because it is his show from the moment he
appears, shucks and all.
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From Bertolt Brecht's Man Equals Man.

Former York teacher and Shepard pen-pal
Michele George directs a fast performance,
demanding along the way a lot from her actors
as they scream and crawl their way around and
along the beautifully detailed motel bedroom.
She gets what she seems to ask for, but we
might wonder whether it might not have been
put to better use.

Man Equals Man continues through Satur-
day night. Fool For Love is just off at the Thea-
tre Upstairs at the Free Theatre.
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1 BRONCO DOWN AND 2 T0 GO!
Enter the Long Distance Contest, now!

Congratulations to Andrew Smith, a fourth year Science major at University
of Manitoba in Winnipeg. He's the winner of the first of three Bronco II's.

TWO MORE LUCKY STUDENTS WILL EACH WIN AN ‘85 BRONCO IN THE SECOND AND THIRD DRAWS: NOVEMBER 28, 1984 AND FEBRUARY 20, 1985.

¢ £ F F P Fr r I J7

LONG DISTANCE CONTEST | “

1101 FINCH AVE. W.

It’s PARTY
Time!

THE COUNSELLIN
& DEVELOPMENT
CENTRE

offers

Personal Counselling
Group Counselling
Learning Skills
Self-Management Programmes
Consuiltation

Room 145
Behavioural Sciences Building
667-2304

CENTRE for
HANDICAPPED STUDENTS
Room 101
Behavioural Sciences Building
667-3312

T LET US PREPARE YOU
FOR THE

CON. = DEC. 1, 1984 LSAT
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DISTANCE CONTEST BOX 1468, STATION A, TORONTO, ONTARIO M5W 2E8 OR JAN. 26, 1985 GMAT
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awarded, no substitutions Prizes will be delivered to the winners as quickly os circumstances permit. Prizes may not be exactly os illustrated ® $xtens|ve home study materials
4. Random selechions will be made from all enries received by the confest judging organization on October 17, 1984. November 28, 1984 and the our course may be repeated at
confest closing date, February 20, 1985. Prizes will be awarded as follows: one (1) Bronco Il will be awarded from all enfries received by NOON no additional charge
Name October 17, November 28, 1984 and February 20, 1985 respectively Enfries other than the winning one in the October 17 draw will automatically
' be entered for the November 28, 1984 draw Entries other than the winning one in the November 28, 1984 draw wil automatically be entered for Classes for the Dec. 1 LSAT
the final draw, February 20, 1985. Chances of winning are dependent upon the fotal number of enfries received os of each draw. The drawn 20 hour course Nowv. 23, 24, 25/84
Address Apt enrants, in order fo win, will be req fo first y onswer an , skill-testing queshion, within a pre-determined time limit 32 hou Nov. 25/84
Decisions of the confest organizaion shall be final. By entering, winners agree 1o e use of their name, oddress and phofograph for resuting r course Nov. 3, 4, 24,
publictty in connechon with this contest. The winners will aiso berequwed'os-gn ulegoldocumems!mmg compliance with the confest rules
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%g:ouzmm 'D", Ottawa, Ontorio, KIP 6H5 gk R Classes for the Jan. 26 GMAT
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submited Jo the Régie des loferies ef courses du Quebec IMI’WMJJ Preparation-Courses
Signature * A long distonce coll is o completed coll outside the enfrant's designated free calling areo P.0. Box 597, Station “A”
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