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AN EDITORIAL :

GOOD-BYE . ..
AND ALL THAT

This is the last Gazette of the year, so we are going to take advantage of a tradition
among college editors when they reach this point in their career — that of reminiscing

over the past year or so.

Dalhousie has seen considerable change over the past few months. We have lost a
president and gained a new one; the studen' body at last appeared to have come to life
and a highly successful Winter Carnival was the result — as well as numerous other ac-
tivities; the Dalhousie Glee and Dramatic Society put on a hit musical after much toil,
tears and sweat; the Dalhousie Athletic Department appeared under new management and
showed what could be done; and The Gazeite appeared more or less regularly once a

week.

We would like to start by passing on the best wishes of the Gazette staff to Dr. and
Mrs. Kerr and thank them for all they have done for Dalhousie. A university president is
not necessarily an altogether popular figure in the eyes of the student body, but during
the time that Dr. Kerr has been at the University, Dalhousie has expanded in many direc-
tions to become the leading institute of higher learning in the Maritimes and respected
throughout Canada. We wish you and your wife the best of luck in the years fo come.

Dr. Henry D. Hicks has taken over as president. During the next few years Dalhousie
should see even greater change both physically and in its general outlook. if the cur-
rent fund raising campaign is successful new buildings will be bursting out all over. We
wish Dr. Hicks all success in his future endeavours.

Turning fo the student body, we would like to congratulate Student Council presi-
dent Al Robertson for the job he has done over the past year. While there is a certain
prestige which goes with being the president of the Council, there is a great deal of be-
hind-the-scenes work that must be carried out if the Student Government is fo run
smoothly, and Al has worked long and hard at his task. We commend his example to
the incoming Council president and members.

It is hard and indeed at times dangerous fo single out one student for praise above
the others. However, the Malcolm Honour Award was presented this year to Miss Wini-
fred Anne MacMillan — the first time to our knowledge, that this award has been given
to a woman. We have been associated with Wam for several

years now in different organi-

the prospective teacher some in-
sight into human nature and the
tiature of the child. 3. To send pro-
spective teachers out with suffic-
ient knowledge of methods of
teaching to enable them to do a
satisfactory job in the classroom.

You will notice that those aims
do not include further instruction
17 the content subjects taught in
schools such as English, Mathe-
matics or French. This is not be-
cause we regard knowledge of
these subjects as unimportant
(quite the contrary) bul because
it is necessary for us to assume,
in order that we may proceed with
the tasks we regard as peculiarly
ours, that students who already
have a university degree have a
sufficient knowledge of some at
least of the subjects regularly
taught in schools.

How the Education Department
altempts in detail to carry out the
aims stated above you may learn
by consulting the university calen-
dar.

The reference to James D. Koer-
ner's recent article in the Atlantic
Monthly suggests that the editor-
ial and article in your issue of
March 6 may to some extent have
been influenced by the current lit-
erary habit of abusing institutions
engaged in teacher education. Mr.
Koerner, like your contributor, is
much given to sweeping and un-
supported statements. But, if his
facts are correct, I certainly agree
with his criticisms, which are lev-
elled mainly at the quality of
the instruction and the text-books
in use. You have my assurance
that these criticisms do not apply
at Dalhousie. While it would be
improper for me fo refer to the
quality of our instruection, I can at
least point to the international re-
putations of the writers of the
text-books we use men such as
Robert Ulich of Harvard, David
qussell of California and H. E.
Garrett Professor Emeritus of
Columbia.

There seems to be an underlying
assumption on the part of some
reople, shared perhaps by your-
self, sir, that the B.Ed. year should
be similar to any other year in
the Faculty of Arts and Science,
that it should, in fact, follow the
accustomed academic regime of
attendance at lectures, submiss-

who thinks that the B.Ed. course
is an easy option or that it can
pe done ‘‘on the side'. If those
are the persons designated by
your contributor as ‘‘astute” (and
I suspect that they are) they
would indeed be well advised to
take his advice to stay away
from Education. This Department
welcomes those who, though per-
haps less ‘‘astute'’, are wiser,
more flexible and more ready to
learn the craft of teaching. We
have had plenty of such people
ir. the past and we are more than
willing to be judged by the per-
formance of our former grad-
uates in the schools of this pro-
vince and country.

It must not be thought that we
are complacent. We are well
aware that the B.Ed. course, like
university courses  everywhere,
can be improved. Within the lim-
its of budget and facilities we
rropose in the future to make
improvements. Nor are we averss
Lo eriticism. But we prefer the
criticism to be informed and con-
tructive.

Sincerely,

Alex S. Mowat
Prof. of Education and

Head of Department
& ® =
Sir

The editorial printed in your
last issue of the Gazette seems to
suggest that we in the teaching
profession are a bunch of duds.
Rather than printing a critique
by student-teachers, old and new,
maybe the article would have
been more profitable by talking to
the staff and finding out their
purposes for these courses. Surely
these experienced Professors must
feel some value in these. I feel
that the Gazette should have car-
ried on a full investigation rather
than the comments of a few stu-
dents.

Potential Teachers — Don't be
discourzged!. . from the com-
ments of Principals and Teachers
these projects are useful.

Sincerely,

Louis R. Comeau
(Student-Teacher)

There are over 157 million mem-
bers of the Red Cross in the
world today. They are enrolled in
88 national Red Cross, Red Cres-
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| first time in 76 years, but we hope that they will be able in future to both put on a hit

~ | musical and continue the tradition of the fall play.

.| . Finally our personal thanks to the members of the Gazette staff. This year has been
| a valuable experience to us — though how the paper managed to appear regularly is still
l a mystery. We have not managed to carry out all the ideas which we proposed at the be-

- | ‘ginning of the year. However, | don’t think the paper has been too bad — that's our inate

teaching, instruction in how to
present lessons, how to manage a
class, how to plan a year's or a
month's work, how to prepare
material for class use, how to
employ to best advantage the
many ateaching aids now avail-
able, ete. Much of this, of course,
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can be learnt by experience, but
learning by experience alone is
wasteful, discouraging and frust-
rating. It is therefore one of the
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_it. Les Cohen, whom | had never met before the second week of the fall term, took on
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accustomed during his four years
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. cr degrees. This is not a matter “The gun’s in the middle
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