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This weekend, Provincial Conser-
vatives chose their candidate for
the Senate election which is going
to be held next month. | guess with
the choosing of Bert Brown to carry
the P.C. Party’s colours, this means
that they are really going to go
ahead with an election to fill the
Alberta vacancy in the Canadian
Senate. The Prime Minister has
already said that he wants a list of
names, but Premier Don is trying to
pressure him into achieving an
elected Senate.

An “Elected Senate” — let’s just
think about it for a moment. It
sounds like a great idea, but then
again so does Utopia and Socialism
(some may say they’re the same).
They are good ideas, but really
impossible to achieve.

There is no way anyone can
defend the current system of ap-
pointed Senators which exists in
Canada today. It's blatant patronage
and costs the Canadian taxpayer
millions of dollars per year. Polls
have indicated that Canadians in
every region of Canada want an
elected Senate. People cannot see
the need of our current appointed
Senate.

But the Senate can play an impor-
tant positive role in the governing
of Canada. It’s one of the checks
and balances which protects us
Canadian citizens from corrupt
governments in the event that we
make the mistake and elect one

which assumes office under false-
hood. An elected Senate can be a
major benefit to Canadians.

Don Getty has made Senate Re-
form his personal crusade. Personal
Crusade... isn’t that what John
Turner said about Free Trade when
he asked the Trudeau-appointed
Senate to over-ride the elected
House of Commons and not pass
the Free Trade bill?2 "It was [John
Turner’s] reason for being born —
his life long purpose” was somehow
the way that he put it.

Maybe Getty can use that to
explain why he’s around — God
knows there has to be some reason.
So while not checking with his
party membership, nor receiving a
mandate from the voters in the last
election, Getty is going to “ram”
ahead with electing the first Senator
to the un-elected Senate.

Getty hopes that this will prompt
the other provinces to agree on his
"Triple-E” proposal: elected, equal,
and effective. What still puzzles me
is how does électing a Senator get
us the equal and effective part? All
that it’s going to do is get all 104 of
them elected. The 104 Senators are
broken down with the four Western
Provinces having six each, Ontario
and Quebec having 24 each, the
Martimes 24, Newfoundland six,
and the Yukon/N.W.T. two.

Getty is hoping that by electing
our Senator, the other provinces
will follow suit and elect theirs.

Electing senator
won't solve problem

too. Just put yourself in Ontario or
Quebec’s shoes: would you give
up a ratio of 4:1in your favor over
almost all of the other provinces?
Never! That's where Getty is dead
wrong about this Senate process.

What Getty is going to accom-
plish, all because of his selfishness,
stubbornness and his inability to
see past the end of his nose, is to
create a hell of a mess. From this
mess, he will forever end any chance
of a Triple-E Senate which will be
able to protect the less populous
Provinces from Central Canada.

The Senate has an absolute over-
ride over the House of Commons
on everything except money bills
and constitutional amendments.
They showed what they can do
with the Free Trade Bill last summer.
What is that going to do to a Prime
Minister and his ability to govern
fairly and effectively? How will the
Senate be more receptive to Wes-
tern Canadian concerns when it
will forever be controlled by Central
Canada?

An elected Senate is a good idea.
What Getty has done is take a good
idea and make it a terrible solution.
Let’s stop and define how the equal
and effective parts will work before
sealing Western Canada’s doom by
electing the first Canadian Senator,
and setting about the chain reaction
that destroys our country.
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The further you go in engineer-
ing. math and other technical 4
courses, the more you needa *
scientific calculator that speeds “
you through complex problems. Wit
254 powerful advanced scientific func-
tions, the TI-68 from Texas Instruments
is both a smart choice and an
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The TI-68 easily
solves up to five
simultaneous

equations with

real or complex
coefficients. . . eval-
uates 40 complex

number functions. . .

and allows polar and

rectangular forms for
entries and results.

A convenient
feature lets you

A LHER

last equation replay
check your

TI-68

For the dealer nearest you, call:

Ont. 416-884-9181  Que. 514-336-1860 Alb. 403-245-1034 BC. 604-278-4871

A higher form of engineer
o 5 e

Formula programming provides up to

and science

user-generated formulas.
) Perform operations in four
% number bases, one- and two-
! variable statistics, and Boolean logic
operations. The polynomial root finder
calculates real and complex roots of
quadratic, cubic or quartic equations.
Only the TI-68 delivers so much
functionality, value and ease in one
compact, advanced
scientific tool. For
more information on
the TI-68’s features
and functions, pick
up a free copy of
the TI-68 technical

brochure at your

bookstore.
i,
TEXAS{’
INSTRUMENTS

WIN A T1-68! SEE YOUR CAMPUS BOOK-
STORE FOR CONTEST ENTRY FORMS.

Tl iopremaion o

TEXAS

© 1989 Texas Instruments Inc.




