
St. Patriks De>', 195 wâsa Sundayin mptingw"4ich
hajled t he rebkrth o a ion-rozen gardenis and the.
r*surrection of lawn-diairs. It -Was a beautifu day
except tha t t was marred b>' ab9,t*îüs;

Undisturbed by the night before,, Brian Mulroney
and Ron Reagan were happit> meètinS ln Quebec ýo
sing "When Irish Eyes Are Smilin" andgto pump litres
of popularity ot otf two heurs of, discussion. On I1V
Saturda>' night, the BBC production, "Threads," had
aired and presented one of themnost realstlc portrayr-
As of what is likely to happeri in the event of a nuclear
war. Howevier, politiclans, wlth the exception of New
Zeaia.nds Prmé Minister Lange, have a grown numb
ta reaiity. The United States and the Soviet Union
have been joined b>' other nations in their dead-heat,
race foi nuclear arms. The Canadian government
continues to believe that, as long-,as it sides with
President Raygun, we shall be protected; and the
people remai, for the most part, ignorant and sulent.
Shovld there be a niiclear war, there wiii be no pro-.
tection from the absolute destruction of life on earth.

The warld scientific commrunit>' h4, denounced,
the possibilit>' of a "limited" nuclear wat. The spread
of radiation and the blocking of the sun by atmos-
pherkç waste wouid speli the end of this planet and
the human race. As for survivors of an initial biast, the
ensuing burns, radiation poisoning and starvation
woulà cause them to regret they had attained such a
status. The goverfiments have been told but are the>'
listening? _______

Papal visit challenged Canada's moral pluralîsm
analysis by John Rasmussen

The abortion issue is rapidi>' showing Canadians
that a moraily pluralistic society may flot be possible.

ln the fail federal election campaign the concept of
moral pluralism became popular. When Liberal Party'
president lana Campagnolo denounced Campaign
Life for pushing its moral views in a pluralistic societ>',
she was expressing an attitude common to mast polit-
ical candidates, including some that were personali>'
pro-if e.

"They do flot have a right to ask ather people ta
believe as f hey believe," she saîd in a St. Albert
speech.

In contrast, when Pope John Paul 1l visited Canada
two months later and praised Canada's toleranceé and
pluraism, he suggested this pluralism could oni>' be
founded on a certain degree of moral unity.

"To detach culture from its link to the Gospel
commandment of love would be to make impossible
the multicuitural interpia>' whlch is characteristic of
Canada," the pope said in Winnipeg Sept. 16.

The implicaton of his remarks have generailly been
îgnored b>' the media.

However, hissuggestion that moral pluralism is the
enem~y of aur healthy diversity, not its strength, has,
been' shown amply since by the events of Canada'
abortion controversy.

When Cardinal G. Emmett Carter of Toronto circu-
lated a pastoral letter ta his archdiocese Nov. 25 urg-
in Catholîcs to oppose "the killing of innocenta." Dr.
Henry Morgentaler respanded by accusing the di -
dinal of "kindling the fires of violence, of hatred and
suspicion."

Tension increased in Februar>' as Toronto Cathol-

ics, publici>' encouraged by Cardinal Carter, joined
existing pro-life demonstrations in front of the MpOr-
gentaler clinic, and in the ensuing week bath sides of
the contravers>' seemed to be vying ta see who cou Id
mount the largest demnonstration.

Supporters of Morgentaier are wondering whether
the Catholic Church will soon be dictating maraIs ta
societv as a whole, and Cathoiics, in turn, are wonder-
ing Wheti-er societ>' will soon ask them ta chose
between their Christianity and then Ltiuzenship.

There can be fia compromise on the abortion
issue. Cathoiics believe that the obligation ta recog-
nize the right to life of minorities-whether Black,
Jewish, handicapped, aid, young or inthe womb-
must came f irst. And pro-choice groups belièvé free
access ta abQýrtions is a fundamental woman's right.

Neither group can accept a society in which the

The ajriy f andians must decide the issue-
andsonThsise which Justre Minister John
Crasbie recentl>' called t4e «ost divisive and dan-
gerous issue" facing the country today, is onl>' dee-
pened and made worse !)y attempts at compromise.

EitFier the pro-choice viewpoint or the Christian
viewpoint must be rejected (:ampietelv ')y sciety as a
whohe in order ta preserve that so'Cietv.'

in-the context of that choice, Pope John Paul's
words in Winnipeg have ý special bearing:

"The pluralismn of traditions, pluralism aof cultures,
pluralism aof histories, pluralism aof national iden-
tities-ahl of these are -compatible with the unit>' of
Society'.

"Today'we pray for the moral unit>'of this societ>-
since this unit>' is the foundation and cammnon
denominator of al "civil needs."
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