
espeda yof cvilserv ntts ddllecw>uers
essential te the functianing of utian society,
And they sougbt charges tbrougb Iectoral-
wni, especially througb the Christian Deme-
aratic Partyof Napoleoel Ouarte;*the popular
mayor of San Salvador, the capital. In that
spaoe aise begantlnfunction peasant associa-
dm nand Cbrlstan based ommunities, inai
a whole parioply of mass and civic erganiza-
Dm swbo organired around basic neecis,
such as dean water, Itigbin and sdools.
ihere were Jef-wng go4pstoo, whidi
should.omrnie as ne surprise to-students of

,ý tIbis aàay of unions, parties and groups
sought reforms tbough the balotbougb
there were diose who wamned that the o0-
gardiy would ulhhiitely not aooept sedi,
reforms, bosewbo sought anwers in Suer-.
rilla actions.But he electoral tendency car-
ried the majority, " d dey elected Duarte
pre*kidn 17Z cof tthe few ,elaivety
infrauéilent elections permlted by the ohi-
garchysinoe 1932. He daln'even take offioe:
there was a mhlitay coup; apid there was

was haammew and sage cf organiza-

snuffeoup, in Oct~oer of 1979. ney.tlaced
of land reform, popular electients, ie curb-
ing of <the repressfre forces and the deat1h
squads. The U.S. embassy staff taked up.the
young colonels even as peasant and uaban
activists' deaths at the bands cd seawiy for-
ces inreased. indiviuals and parties as-
diated with the young acolonelse
awy Sl~onels - uhey hd hn

on egtimcywhen they idcuded buarte,
bu* frorn exile, hobnobbing with bis erst-
while totuers, but ever 80 per cent of
liùartes Christian Democratic Pary left hin.
fMqkue Alvarez Cordob, scien of one of
&SeFoutteen Famniles and nanued Minierof
Agriculture, left die pinta andd »âned the
un-Aweffa opposition nipanization, the FDR
(De .iocratic Revolutionary Front).

Now the question arises, wbe are these
FOR? They are nothung les<ban a coalition
of die unajority: 85 per cent of unionized
svorkers, thie two universities and virtually ait
unlversity and secondary, student unions,
tatbolic base conumunities, the -peasant
organizations, tenants' and blockc commit-
tees of the urban aréas, slum dwellers, politi-
cal parties from thie far lef t te center, idud-
îng the disaffected Christian Denicrats,
erganizations of professionais and small bus-
kueimen. NMss epression began to be
visited upen the FOR and its componenits. It
was no longer selectivé repression. Troeps
ffred--on demenstrations of tbôusatudsand
attaM dWbelepeasant villag es.1wjunta
keptshufflingtbe personnel, looking for the
right reformist facade that woulrl gain legiti-,
macy. The violencoe increased, in town and
çmunt.Ade A nfugee situation developed
in the , untyside as peasants fler? mass
repression by troops armed with teols of due
trade developed in Vietnam and muppled by
the United States. Archbishop Oscar Ro-
mero, a conservative wluen lie too& up the
post, bta increasii#* vpid at thewanton
sWe4ter spoke out: lie said twe dhigi tht
cost im his life. He sad tati en aMpeaoe-
fui mearrs te achuleve reforms hae~ been
eadiusted, die CJwrdu cortideos imrrec-
dion moral and petified. And cenmird, Sl-
vadooeus were resistlng due attadE on tfufr

gunned aown me nextamy wNiseie%
mass. He had said: 'lhey mnw kilt me, tuey
m-ay silence me, but 0" ,wO neyer slleioS
the volte of the people." Iuriith~<e nmain
bornage te dteenuartyred ardubihp, secur-
ity forces opeied fire near te CWbeofral,
killingeover fortyand woundingbhundrds n
a Dantesque scene.appearing on world TV
scaeem .

And <bore bas followed oeehonnriraféer
another. Six ItoR leaders were kidnapped at
a large meeting ini a bail donated Iy the
Jesuits in San Salvador, their mutilated an
tortured bodies were found tbe next day.
Que oft hemn was Enrique Alvarez, thee cil-
gaudi wbe daoed be wt alvadoans istead
ofthueiroppressors. Ad then the four Amer-,
ican nunAlay workers were raped and mas-
sacred by seoirity forces. AM of course, the
Dutdu newsnuen. And the massacres of pea-
sfflts, bundreds at a time, along the Rio
swuupl border wlth Honduras, in a cave
seeklng shakter fronu U.-supplied jet attadus
and beticopter gunships. More <ai 50»0
Salvadorans bave beau lifld i five years
Over a million refugees resulms, bo irtside
and outside the country, 250»M0in hde Uni-
ted Stalc alone, wbere tdeý face depocta-
tion te uncertain conditions at best and vio-
lent deatb ail tee lrequently.

Yes, awar is on, awar in whidu the oligarcb
who beads the Coffee Planters' Association
bas saîd <bat if ii takes another 1932lMatania
0Saughter>, bé is ready for it. We%, thas
been surpased, for thoe who bottier <o
count cadavers.AnM whyisthe United Staes
govemmnent in t? Becase they haveduhow.
sides, a dear dxeice. And why bave they
duosen th e side they bava? Weil,, buem s

bkxidy centwy iLatinAmberica whbbmain-
tained elite privlieg and a stable invuhr.*
diuiate for U-lS<x>mkis from United Fruit
to lanna Minette M.T. his Isuci a Sllppey

struge (as nuey have altemoy dm)e, tlyling
*te "destablize" the popular rewolutionary

govemment of Nicaragua (wbose ferbeat-
ance must rank as an unpreoedented effort
of will). But who really is the greatest enerny
of die U.S. government? Not Central Amei-
can peasants. l'il tell you wbo <the Reagan

*administration fears niait: due Amrericasi
people, u. risial known~ as "public
opinion." RrAgan's crowd fear that they
could hot oount <uDu e Amerlcan people te
support atnd dWin l anodier irnPerilist war.
Would they not already bave gone in, iu
force, given how strategically important it i
te "deny Central Amrericn domninoes te
communism,» if the American people bad
perm,-tted t?

U.S. citizens have been. the barrier to
much4-nreaeditervention, and, ii lcon-
tinue te be se. Vietnam ca.used a ot of pain
and discord wbich will take generations to
live eut, but it taugbt the "Amiencon body
poliic" some tlip. kdropped the n-u$cof
tIt4eriaiim So Vbetoarn was andi a poern.
Because poets, like RoqtÏe Dalton of El Sal-
vador, dço, the asak cf ih*perialism. And
now the unowK»n poets figbting i El Salva-

*dor knowas hedld, that ElSaKrador Vencera-
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