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ment of gospel blessing. "lFor the promise is unta you, and
ta your children, and ta ail that are afar off, and ta ail whorn
the Lord aur God shall calI unto Him." IlAfar off"; as far
as China and Canada in miles of distance, as far as 1892 in
the years of time.

Fourth. As Pentecost solved the question of the variety
and character of the preachers, sa it also, salved the question
of finance. Ail the unnecessary wealth of the Churcli vas
laid at the apostle's feet ! Haw much wouldý be at the
disposai of missionary agencies if one-third of ail the incarne
which the professing Church of to-day vastes in luxuries and
sensuiaiity cauld be applied in aggressive Christian wark?
Give us a universai Pentecast, and there will be no retrench-
ment for want of funds, no bundreds of student preachers
eager to go ta the high places of the mission field, but comn-
peIled ta wait for tbe supplies that are represented by
worldly wealth. I amn convinced that if the Church af ta-
day would assume the sanie attitude ta the Holy Ghost that
the Churcli of Pentecostal days occupied, there would nat
only be abundaiice of money for ail its needs, but the rnoney
would, as in those days, " be laid at tbe feet " of those wba
lead its miovements, needing flot the speil of aratoricai art,
nor the smiling persistenicy of individual solicitation ta
extract unwilling shekels from, unspiritual packets for the
secular support of the cause of God.

(' be conlinued.)

"THE LANGUAGE.»
BY J. G. DUNLOP, M.A., NAGANO, JAPAN.

10 W are you getting on at the language ? is a eaux-fl mon salutation, especially amang missionaries who
bave nat been long in the land ; and " the language " rivais
the weather as a popular stapie of conversation and a neyer-
failing stand-by.

ilHow long before you can make yourseif understood ?»
'rhat depnds. You wilî in a very few weeks know enough
ta manage your houseboid ; thaugh, ta be sure, you may
make some littie mistakes. Yau may somne day, for instance
as 1 have knawn a lady friend of mine do, tell the coak
ta bail the dish-cloth for dinner ; or aider the boy ta say his
prayers when yau only meant himi ta mix up some starch ;
or send out ta buy a crocodile ta catch rats, when you had
in mmnd nothing mare formidable than a vire tmap. A very
few weeks will give yoîi enough for the inar businesses of
lifec, for travelling and bargaiiinaking, and running a bouse.
But tlxat's flot learning the language.

Iu the first place, how much do yau want ta learn ? Do
you mean ta attack it on the European plan and take only
soup and fish, or fish and steak, or roast and dessert, or do
you propose ta sit davu ta a camplete bill af fare, and go
through it? In ather words, do you wisb ta learn not oîily
ta speak tlic language, but alsa ta read and write the Chinese
characters, the hopeless mask in which the whole literature
of the country is dressed ? In this case, you may count on
being a achool boy or school girl under tuitian ta the end
of your days. Or will yau be satisfied witbaut writing the
characters, if )-ou can bnly read a couple af thousand of
tbem ? Or does your ambition carry you no ftirtber than
the Ramnanized japanese ?

You tell me you do flot care about the characters, that
three-fourths of the missionaries don't, anyway ; and you
,want oniy enough ta tell tbe aId, aId story, " simply, as ta a
little child ? » How long viii it take ta learn enough for
that ?

Wel,~ y'u will buy a dictiorxary and a couple of gramn-
mars. andi you will hire a teacher for a couple of hours a

day ad you' wili spend about as much tume studying alone
.- say, four hotirs ial an probably after twelve or fifteen

months, you wil venture ta give your first address in:
J apanecse.

Now, wait; wait till 1 tell you how that address is made,
before you run off with the idea that you have Ilgot the
language." You first write it out in English and give it tu
your teacher to translate; then at his dictation you write it
in Ronianized Japanese.; then read your essay over and
over.; and finally, with much fear and trembling, you face
your audience. Befoire you are haif through you have
probably made up your mînd you will flot try again for
three or four months.

"lBut can't 1 translate it mnyseif?"
Can't you fiy? No, you can't. It wiil be a gaod niany

months yet befare you can attempt translation on your awn
account.

By-the-way', I said twelve or fifteen months, but it is as
likely to be twice that number; for yeu wil be quite an
exception if yau have four hours per day for the language
from the beginning. Like as flot you wiil find yourself
living in a boirse with other Europens, and you will have ta
teach English, or in English, several hours per day; su that,
on the whole, you hear and use nine or ten times as mucli
1&nglish as japanese. Is it any wonder you do not learn
japanese fast ? Imagine a man trying to give up tobacco
by caming down to nine cigars a day instead of ten, and
staying there ! You will be an accomplished japanese
speaker by the time he has become an abstainer.

Yes, it will probably be nearly two years befare yau read
your first address, and neariy four years before you begin to
speak in public without manuscript. 1 have an amusing
recoilection of a green young missionary-very young and
very green-who read bis first sermon three months after
he ianded in Yokohama. Needless to say he did flot try
again for a twelvemnonth.

It is slow wark. Haif the battle is won before you leave
Canada if you have a tangue that' readily takes ta, strange
sounds, and if you are at aIl a mimiîc.

I'How young auglit 1 ta be? "
The younger the better ; though, strange ta say, the two

men in aur mission to day who have the freest use of
japanese, were bath over thirty when tbey came to, the
country. None of the younger missionaries during their
early years in japan have got on faster than these twa men;
and few as fast.

You may be twenty and miss it, or forty and get it. Age
has littie tu do witb it. Labor omnia vincit here, as else-
where, and a determination ta make the study of japanese
of first importance during yaur first three years, and let ail
other study and reading, if need be, go ta the wali.

The fact is that nat more than one in a dozen missionaries
has "ga-lt the language; " that is, bas such a commnand of it
that lie can use it ini public or private neariy or quite as weil
as bis mother tangue. 0f the remaining eleven, perhaps
twa can worry through an extempore address, of a kind ;
and tbree or four more have got up into garibailies and
knickerbockers- are in the manuscript stage ; while the
rest are still i baby's long dlothes.

Don't let tbis frightert you. Reniember, the niajority of
niissionaries at any tinie are new corners ; that 15, are in
their first termi; and it is therefore of the nature of things
that those proficient in the language should be but a snil
percentage of the whole.

Corne to japan, or go ta China, Korea, or India with
this firmly fixed in your mind before you ever board the
ship : " Whatever else I do or leave undone, I amn bound to
gel the latiguage." Depend on it, other things being equal,
the man or woman who bas acquired a working lknovdedge
of the vernacular is far more useful, has xuucb more surely
taken root in the ]and, and is a great deal mare likely tu,
stay, than the ane who bas not.


