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heard him went away convinced that hie was a created a very favourable impression in the West, reason for lugging it in against reciprocity. At any
strortg, capable leader, sincere in bis convictions, and that as a resuit of his visit, reciprocîty will flot rate the Premier rose to reply. He did flot say to,
who could flot be intimîdated. As one man - Mr. Middleboro: "My honourable friend
put it, "lWell, there's no shenanigan about 0@0w.fromn North Grey is a joker. He knows
it, anyway." Those meetings witb the or- very well that hie is flot interested in
ganized farmers were the Most successful Fenians; as well as hie knows that this
feature of the tour. They were kept up Government and this country are inter-
to the end, evidently to show the strength ested in reciprocity." He did, however,
of the organization in ail parts and the point out that the matter was some forty
strength of reciprocity sentiment. yasodee nPrimn;ta h

It ws te bst hingtha cold aveGovernment of Sir John Macdonald had
happened for the Opposition leader, for, deait with the matter and so f ar as hie knew
outside of the fact that it gave bim ath conr antdips owry
ch1ance to, define bis position elearly to men much about the results.
who were alleged to be against him, it was As a matter of formi the Premier fecol-
a stimulus to him. He is a careful, studieus lected that hie himself had been a Fenian
mani and hie weighs and measures bis words Raid veteran; though hie had neyer received
before hie uttert.% themn. Wvhen prodded by a medal and did flot deserve one, since aIl
an interruption, or <a memnorial conitaining hie had done was garrison duty.
an unfair representation, bis response neyer This was a severe blow to Mr. Middle-
lacks fire or animalism. 1 have heard himi boro, who probably did flot know that Sir
make many speeches, but nonie so critical Wilfrid had ever been a soldier.
and convincing as those hie delivered to, The Premier sat down. So far as hie and
the organized farmers. H aecuet Band at Lanigan, Sask., waiting for Mr. Borden to appear. Rid walover. eecnendteFna
at each of bis meetings. They went away Ri a l vr
convinced, at any rate, that hie was an Not so Mr. Middleboro's brigade. The
honest mani with a forceful personality. miember for North Grey read înteresting

Thi mmril soe fhi s pos- and enchanting passages fromn Hansard of
sible Prime Minister." That itself is sig- 1875; being the realistic story of a famous
'nificant. Four years ago, the gentlemen passage at arms between Sir John Mac-
who drafted these memorials would have donald and Alexander Mackenzie on that
scoffed at the suggestion; in point of f act, very topic. Remarkable! Here were the
they would flot have bothered themnselves very words used by those historic poli-
to lay before him their views, and draw ticians thirty-six years ago 1 The House
fromn him a declaration of his priticiples. sat back, folded its arms, tilted its bat over

Speaking generally of the effect 'of the <its eyes and listened.
tour, 1 believe that wben the elections come It was a tbriîîing episode. It seemed as
on the voters in the Western prvnces will though the shades of two great statesmen
vote as they usually did. The Co>nservative were in the House. Tbe visit of the Shef-
grain growers will vote for Borden because field Choir a few months ago, wben they
lie concedes them ail tbey asked for a year sang to the House of Commons, had flot
ago. The Liberals wiil support Laurier 21been so supernatural an incident. With
ini spite of tbis, and becau3e lie offers tbem much feeling the member for North Grey
reciprocity. The independent voter will go read the f amous words. They were the
one way or the other according to bis idea echo of a day when oratory had been the
as to whicb is the paramount consideration. custom; when the martial spirit was in the
0f course, it is difficuit to say wbat will Open-aâ meeting at Northi Batileford on Jun 30 air; when even Col. Sam Hughes could
bappen. 'The prospect of a redistribution have brought the House to a cheer.
has prevented the nomination of candidates, and cut sucli a figure, particularly if the tour is fol- How different now!1 Here was a House assembled
political conditions may be complicated by the lowed up by a more general campaign of education. merely in the namne of the country's business. Here
G. G. A. placing candidates of their own in the The Governent still holds the advantage of con- vas a Goverument whicb seemed to, have lost its
field. While they are not pleased with Borden's trolling the land agents and honiestead inspectors sense of history and its veneration for the heroes
rejection of reciprocity, they are not pleased eitber who do valuable work during elections, particularly of old. Tt was a time for a Macaulay to have taken
with Laurier's side-stepping of the other issues with the foreign element. It will probably secure, the dry bones of Hansard and at the clerk's desk
placed before him, and they may select candidates too, the votes of English and Scotch free-traders to have written then and there the ballads of the
pledged to ail that both Sir Wilfrid and Mr. Borden who left their homnes in spîte (or because) of th Fenian Raid, that a degenerate, unsentimental and
offer tbemn. They are generally men of sound in- fac tha it is the ideal of a free trade country. commercialized govertnment migbt be thriiled away
telligence who cati express their views freely and Thylk h dao eirctadwl hr-from the path of commercial intrigue to the con-
forcibly. There are, bowever, a few amn thern fore vote fthe dna 9 reirnclt ianada thre templ1 ation of deeds of valour and beroes of old.
wbo would place the East against the West and for e voe oforen th at enygvermefue i re Canad ilour hy bour Messrs. Sproule and Barker, Reid
would destroy every industry and interest in Cati- wsveofreanthtvrrfudfrerde and Lancaster, Lennox and Boyce and Shar~p-
ada except their own. According to onie of theni, Wtte TtdStts Thswilpbaybe and even Borden bimself--dilated and expatîated
the gory hand of the Eastern manufacturers is offset by an element of Brîtishers who are not at solemnly and earnestly upon the duty of tbe House
elbow-deep in the life-blood of the Western far- all pleased with Sir Wilfrid Laurier's attitude at and tbe Governinent to remember the graves of
mers. Men like these would be dangerous if they the Imperial Conference. The American settlers their fathers and the heroismn of a vanished age.
were as influential as they are noisy. The great in the prairie are, I amn told, generally favourable And then plumb in the midst of tbis most.solemn
bulk of the organized farmers is composed of to reciprocity, although I met a number who are and impassioned crisis in the history of parliamen-
sensible, intelligent men wbo are broad-minded very much opposed to it. tary debate-wbat did some irreverent and mater-
enough to see that the varions provinces and in- aitcibrlm besdbuinrjtloly

trssoCaaaaeinterdependent, an htte"Vote!1" and "Carriedl"' These irrelevant inter-
success of each is necessar>' to the success of all. ruptions bad a marked effect upon the antiquarians.

The Borden tour has succeeded in stemming the IlThe>' were observed to wince and to glance audibly
tide that was flowing favourab>' to reciprocit>' and Re pr ct and F na s and appealingly at the Speaker. Sureîy these flip-
the Laurier Gpvernment. Most or those who were ecpo iyrna s pant gentlemen opposite understood that this was
favourable to it at first were attracted by the magic By AUGUSTUS BRIDLEf no laiaghing matter. Surel>' the>' had perception
Of the name. There was, too, a deal of misinfor- -____h____e_______tediscussonofthe________o
lilation respecting its ternis. This is nc>t surprising the ±'enian Raid veterans was itself part and parcel
when we recall Hors. Mr. Pateirsoiis definitiqi of RW.S IDEO ,ofNrhBymutof the subject of reciprocity. Were not the Eenians
talc and Hon. Mr. Lemlieux's dissertation on thýe MR W. S.one L of thNrssaogthe Cay, mua of 1866 the ver>' scoundrl who at that timne tried
a4vantage of the Maritime Provinces of f ree trade the umuit aogte otr absurdly impossible and chimerical task of
in lobsters which lwd been on the free litmn vative part>'. Having just got back froni the Bor- annexing Canada to the United States. Were not

Yrs. Mr. Norris, leader of the ibiieral party in den tour, and being deepl>' convinced that when the the Fenians of 1866 the restricted reciprocitarians
Mntoba~, expatiates on1 the advantage of free House opened it was the supreme business of his of 1911 in another guise? Were not the reciprocit>'-

trade ini orange and bananas,~ aIthough the>' have side to talk out reciprocity, lie perpetrated a sample pacters of 1911 just Fenians in atiother form?
been on there liat for four years. This mitin- of grand humour. Hour by hour the clock ticked away under the
form~ation ut, therefore, not current anmong ita rank .It was on~ Tuesday of last week that Mr. Field- allery and the mernbers drihbled ont to smoke.
and file exclsive4y. ing gave out that it was Government's intention to TOwards six o'clock the benches on the Government

It wpas not surprisin that many kearned for the gtbus>' wlth the reciprocit>' discussion postponed side were deserted save for a bare quorum. Only
Orst tim atM.Br 's meetings that mnia1fa~c- fo th>e Coronation. He moved tliat the House go the Premier and one or two Ministers were left in

turd atilesan patiulalyagricut1iral ime into a Conimittee of Ways and Means. When le the Treasnry benches. Never in the most dismal
ninsare not put onph free ls<t une hspckrew ver>' weli tliat a whole brigade o>f tatu days of. Dr. Sproule lambastig Mr. Pugsley's saw-

anîd niany~ others her fr thefrttimIe that a meinhers opposite bad been lined up to evacle reci- dust wharf achemes, or Mr. Foster unraveling the
dozn ohernaton ar alowe aces to Caadin rocty. Mr. Mid<lleboro rose with an amnmet iniquities of patronage, had there been known such

makesonte anetrnsaste nie SaesTenbga h' iarecoey regrettable apathy and lack of patriotism.
witou gvig imiaradanags t Cnaa.Ned- The aendintf f Mr. dd ocledu It was one of those sad moments that sometimes
lesTh amntixn say Mr.y Midleor c*lle upon ifern v unearth the true condition of a people. 'fli mem-

Of he uesion ad tey illcary r. Bre's Parliament "to recognize in1 so#e susatial manner ber for North Grey discovered that bie and bis part>'
argmens t oterswhomaybc imiarl miin-the services of the F<enian Raid veterans of 1866 had fallen upon evil days. And as hewent to the

forned.I wa wih M. Bodenforone eek bu and186." obby hie was heard to mutter with something be-
Kic thnIhv iie lcsweelehl et The latter, it wil bc rm bedwas the year twixt a sneer and a 4ih, "Dulce et decoruni est pro


