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nearly one half these Duties to the maintenance of its
own Oflicers, who were neither acconuntable to nor
under ibe controul of the Assembly, it ecame an im.
jerative duty to oppose the innovation. Entrusted with

lights ofico high and sacred a character to be surren-
dered by silence,thelouse conveyed,in firm and respect-
ful terns, to His Majesty's Government,their complaint
against the intended in/ringement of the Constituitonat
Rights of the Issembly---and assertcd, in distinct terms,
that no othcr ,Authorify than this Legislature can le-
gally direct the Collector q lis 1Majesty's Customs
lo piy over the dutie s I'.lied nidr the new Statutes
to any Perso» but the Treasurer ofithe Province. The
Address, on this subject, was answered by a proposai,
C the part of the Lords of the Treasury, conmtnica-
ted to the preseit Assenbly in Sa. In this, after re-
ferring to the opinion of His Majesty's Law Officers,
that the chages o collecting the Duties might leg ally
be deducted from thcir gross Produce, and after stating
that the rates of Salary then payable were only fixed
provisionally, until a fuller Report on the subj.ect--
their Lordships proposed, as a temporary arrangement,
that three-fourtls of the average anoun.t ofîduties for
three years should be paid to the Colonial Treasury,
and the renaining produce be applied in payment of
the assigned Salaries. That proposition was delibe-
rately discussed in this House, and answered by an Ad-
dress--wherein-,-after tcstifying in warn terms their
gratitude for the removal of(the former restrictions, and
fbr the benefits produced by the abolition ot Fees on the
Coasting and Foreign Trade--this House declared that
the removai of the Rest, ictions and u/Ibolitin of. the
Fees, ougltt not to impose any additional burthen on
the Mother tCuuntîy ; yeté isserted, with all decrcnce
and respect, but Jirmily and distznctty, that te Duties
imposrd by tte Imperiai Parliament do of right be-
long to, and are by the Statutes placed ai the sole
disposai o the Colonial Legislature, and that their
appropriation can originate only in tihis flouse. The
fouse further represented-that a deep sense of the li-n
p)ortant trust com;nitted to thern precluded their essent


