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may or may not becomne settlers, dependant upon ufterioi circumstanres.
This fact must be borne in mind in order to have a thorough comprehen-

sion of this phase of the question, because Mr. Robin's testimony shows
there is now in this Province ample opportunity for white laborers at reniu-
lierative wages, if they choose to -avail. themselves of .it. An .absolute
S me'nopoly of the labor iarket, or a :oweèr to control and dictate theer n nyoterùIthobsi
rate of wages, would be; (as an absolute power in any other of the busi-
ness relations of life) mnost injurious to the general weIfare.

The extraordinai-y length, to which the majority of the Local Legislature
and some "of the inhabitants of British Colunbia, have been prepared to go
in consequence of thisChinese aWtipathy, will be seen from an examination'
of ihe Local Act, and the circumstances shown in the judgment of the

McQuire- Supremne Court cf British Columbia in the case of Tai Sing .vs. McGuire,
(appendix. dlivered September '23rd, 1878 .Laying aside all that-part of the decisioni

which declared the Local Act to be dulira vires as affectiig trade and coni-
merce, exainiie its enactments with reference tô the white inhabitants
tþemselves, and observe how, if. they emyploy Chinamen, it substitutes the
innocent forý the, guilty aid puriishes the farmer, the merchant or the
trader, for offences, and violations of the Act to- whiuh they are not only
no parrties, but of'which they must-be in entire ignorance. Such Legis:
lation. wôuld hardly be tolerated anywhere among a free people, nor ii
any country where fanaticism had not. usurped the place of reason. It
was that, Act which led to the Chinese strike in Victoria, in 18787and
was disallowed by the Dominion Government as soon as attention waii by
this judgmient called to its provisions.

Policy to regKIkIWe Sound policy, thererore, will regulate the coming -of the Chinese, tiot
not forbid. stop it, any inore than a.clear headed sensible farmer would dry up a

riv.er; bvcause it mnay sonetimes overflow its banks, aiid perchance create
tempora.ry derangem.ent in the lands through which it flows, but which,
when properly restraingd, its waters irrigate and' enrich.

'feguat ngw There can be no difficulty in enacting laws based on sound economical
and commei-cial principles, .regulating the immigration of Çhinese and,
indeed, of all other labor, coming into the country, without- interfering
with that induceinent to bealthy immigration which. Canade so essentially
wants, butthis Commiuission has to deal with the Chinese only, and even
though the_ dangei arising from their coming.be imaginary; (if not ques-
tionable); it would be sa;tisfaétory that.there should be a limited restraint;
for there still exists, and will always exist the objection, that there is n
homogeneity of raci between them and ourselves, nor .can they compre-
hend or assimilate themselves to"our institutions. • The nature and extent
of such regulations -will be hereafter considered, but we cat approach tleir
consideration relieved from the prejudice that would have been created,
had the évidence, as to the past and present conseqcuences, of their being
in the eountry, siown that such presence had operated to its disadlvantage.

Before, however, the latter measures are discussed, in order to. their.
better understanding, we must consider the question of domestie service.

o rhout the Chinese in British Columbia, there would have been no-
dmnestic service at all. There were no persons, to be servants. The fallacy
that has pervaded the whole discussion in British Columbhia isthe assump-
tion, that maxiual and bodily labor, digging and delving, is the only labor

Panacy as to in the world, and that no persons were te be considered in this matter,
r. save the d.iggers and the delvers. The man who toils with-his brain, to

unfold the mysteries of nature, to deyelop the field of scientific enquiry,
to add to the hunanilties of life and ennoble the daily discharge of duty, is
as great a benefactor of-his- race and as much deserving òf1- consideraon


