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Art Notes.

In answer 6o v snquiry, the Americon

Avchitect says that plaster casts may be color-
ed to resemble old ivory by washing them

Yepeatedly with a warm, weak solution of
gelatine, 1o which some transparent pigment,
such as Indian vellow, with, perhaps, Mars
yellow, or buprnt sienna, has been added.

There is a4 smithy at ¢hundy, near Cher-
bowrg, hefore whicl; swings a sign, represent-
g horse tied hefore a door. The  Lonvre
Musewm hus heen trying to acquire this hum-
Be svimbol, for it is o precious velic- it was
exeented by the hand of Jean Frangois Millet,
the famons painter of the ** Angelus ™ and the
*leaners.” '

The Rerue flene disensses the tendencies of
l!_mtlm:n Artas follows s [t appears to us that
stheerity, the supreme reason for the existence
Of art, s that  which makes @ man addiess
fl‘ﬂ)('l's becnuse he has something tosay to them.
Frue artists paint in order to express outward-
¥ their spontancous enotious, to give pleasie
W themselves,  They are the representatives
of the doctrine, ju«li;,musl'\' understood, of art
?0!' art’s suke, and ax we use this expression,
Hoseems well to us to pause and seueh for the
Peason of its present disfavowr, This is only
AN exvessive reaction, and will probably have
bt i short duration, but it is so significast of
O tines that it merits attention,  The mania
O decturing,  which has beeome 1 veritable
Plague, furmishes a striking example of the
Manner inwhich art isdistigured thronghiitssub-
Mission to the idea. Themaniaof thesermon has
et developed side by side with the resurrection
{)fllui mystical and idealistic tendencies, which,
m painting as in literature, are a consequence
of t!\(f extreme reaction from the too long
UMipotence  of the rvealistic movement.  In
Wself the reaction ix only good and praise-
“"”:lh_\’ since it shows a s];iritu:tl ambition of
& higher order and nobler artistic vision,  But
‘_h‘(‘ fendeney is not cnough. It should find
life in braing sufliciently inventive to express it
Mworkx. It is precisely this which impresses
12 the too manifest Tack of proportion he-
tween the ambition of artists and their powers
of expression. For the representation of cer-
tl"lll subjects a rare spivitual culture s ne
Sy, An eye acenstomed to regard painting
™ s0on able 1o discern whether a composition
“rresponds to the intimate and spontaneons
desives of (e artist who produced it, or
“']‘et‘ll_cr, on the contrary, it is only a mani-
station of an artificial ‘state of mind which
tonformy to the taste of the moment, to the
\itslnon, to the appetite for success.  1rom
ek tendencies, from such distigurements of
) ¢ true artistic ideal, we turn with envy to

¢ thue when the worship of the Beautiful

rius s own sufticient reason and its justitica-
Ol We are perfectly willing to resign all

Pretension to he considlered modern rather
l)\‘f‘a[ lucucpt the iden of art which is implied
t;\‘em: I’}ll'ibsc. If it is necessary to choose be-
one wh't,]m ‘1‘\\'0 extremes, we shall accept the
any 1ch 1ef1.1sc's to acknowledge that wrt l'ms

.) other mission than that of expressing
“:T:lltv‘ The day will come, we have an in-
Alt's f:”ll{“'lctl()n, when the doctrine of art for
fl'Ul;l ”“j 0» l)l'oq,(lly nn(.lerstno(_l, _(hscngagc(l
When izxavggcmtl.ous. will regain its rights,
et 1f“- again be thought that the highest
tify] tll'l of the artist will e to express heau-

hings,

. M, ().au'l Ahrens has a little art poem in
ju;t["lf_’":hght on the Marsh.” tl‘he moon has
dﬁsel.tlzicln on a sj;}'etch ofl_n:u:sh in wlucl} lies a
Weil'(lll(l punt. ll).e colorisrich and an idea of
sin] r)velmgS._% s conveyed by this very
1Ple composition. More ambitious 1s ““After
in‘f & in which the Hock of turkeys feed-
¢ Under the hirch trecs is well grouped, but
mfrél?’:fl)llleﬁ’ect of the soft (:olm"ing is somewhat
Same " Oy thg 'mmbow, h\'emng has the
alow éfOO(l (ualities as the above. Itis the last
:«Ill of daylight in thesky long after sunset,
o the same” flock in the middle distance,
com“)t(cl_l House " is too evidently a studio
Oa.mz, )tslltlon; the values are wrong; and how
1% e moon on that side of the house” Of

is }')'f ft\t llnson's work, ¢ Moyning in Autumn ™
but “<X) dlue-black o .col’(,n'_m sky and trees,
in the lutmn_n Moonrise” is heautiful ; there
in, 1), gloaming, the flock has heen gathered
of tht: moon h'as just risen and th\‘e quiet calm
good] ¢ l}f)lll' is flet. Mr. Bell-Smith shows
berspective in the ¢ Strawherry  Gather-
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ers” in the long stretch of fields, but the sub-
ject is uninteresting.  His portraits are cave-
fully handled and we would judge are excel-
lent likenesses, but in places the lines wre too
sharply defined. ¢ Point Neuf, Paris 7 is one
of his interesting street scenes and the little
canvas ‘¢ Afternoon in the Luxembouryg Gav-
dens 7 has some fine effects in the distant
buildings and trees while the crowd in the fore-
ground is cffectively indicated with several
figures giving bright touches of color.  Mu,
Bell-Smith seems to have the field to limself
here, and he has awakened a feeling for the
picturesque in at least some of us. My
Challener has some very sunny glimpses in his
little cany s, always given with unhesi-
tating precision,  ** The Mountain Brook ™ is
the only example of that subject in the col-
lection t it is o glimpse through cool, green
vistasof the path the hrook has taken. A
little water color, © Iimocence,” is the face of
a child in o blue sun-honnet.  In contrast to
some of the swrrounding work, Mr. Crik-
shank’s ** Chicks " seems heavy i color; the
expression of half delight and half fear in the
little tot is fine and the answering fear of the
vuttled hen calling her chicks is well indicated.
Miss Ford shows a portrait, a good picee of

=
work rather spoiled by the too obvious pateh -

ing in the backgromnd. At the Vintage ™
is o langhing face with trailing vines hanging
about it in a very low kev; and ¢ Noontide
Stawdy ™ is a childs Agure seated in the field,
The fandscape here is heautiful-the streteh of
field with its lovely greens and the distant
trees so simply given : only the child’s hat
makes such o sudden dark note, with nothing
to lead up, that the effect is somewhat spoiled.
Very unique is Mr, Louis Grier's ¢ Dittisham
or the Dart ™ with its high horizen streteh of
lands almost covered by the tide, and the
group of fishermen at work with the nets «
most  effective picture. Mr. Manly bas a
bright touch of autumm in **October ;™ the
flock of sheep in ““The Blossoms Appear ™ are
given by a hand well acquainted  with  the
subject.  Mr. G AL Reid's decorative panel is
one of the most attractive canvas in the
roon, it represents the fignre of a woman vest-
ing against a mound of hay with her rake still
in hand. It is in delightfully bright, light
color, yet relieved from any weakness by the
darker tones here and there, and the composi-
tion is excellently halonced.  "The same artist
has also o number of land-scapes, a very freely
given tigure of a little girl seated at the win-
dow with her doll, very sweetly childish, and
¢ Gity and Country ™ in which the maodelling
of the two faces in shadow is fine.  The picture
would scarcely snggest the name, vet we see
that the little girl whose back is turned to us
asshe displays some, to us, unseen treasure, is
depicted more elaborately than the others.
Mrs. Reid's largest canvas is a rural scene in
sunlight colors that please. Probably a deep-
er touchin the foreground would give the dis-
tance its place hetter; be more real but not so
suitable for decorative purposes.  Her pansics
are given if anything with a broader touch
than usual, but to our thinking ** Late Sum-
mer " is the finest work from this brush @ there
scems to be so little effort about it-——the fresh
greens, with a group of some weedsto the fore,
that seem just the color needed.  Mr. Patter-
son’s portrait of Professor Chapman, which is
not on the eatalogue, is very satisfactory. al-
though somewhat fat.
¥
: *

Music and the Dreuma,

The appearauce of Kugene Ysaye, the emi-
nent Belgian Violinist. has been delayed until
the 18th Dec.  On that date he will positively
appear in the Pavillion, and will be assisted
by the Beethoven Trio, Messrs, Field, Klingen-
feld and Ruth. Ysaye's playing is consider-
ed remarkable by critics and connoiseurs
everywhere. ’

We have received the circular of Miss Eve-
lyn de Latre Street, the young Canadian
violinist, of whose excellont pliving we have
Lefore spoken of in these cohtnus, awid she can
now he engaged for concert work by adidress-
ing her manager, Mr. M. Hirschberg, of‘ the
Canadian Musical Agency, 13 King St. East.

Mr. Arthur Blakely, the organist of Sher-
burne St. Methodist  Church, has hegun his
regular series of organ recitals. These werc
very popular last year and considerable inter-
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est is being manifested in them this season.
Mr. Blakely performed at his last vecital a
Handel Concerto, Lemmen’s Fantaise, **The
Storny,” and one or two of his own composi-
tions.  He was enthusiastically applawded.

Misses Mara and Cunther will give a piano
recital in the theatre of the Normal School on
the evening of Dec. 6. They will have the
assistance of Sig. Delaseo, the well kuown
haritone.  Contributions for the benefit of the
Nick Children’s Hospital will be received.

Handel's Messiah will be produced in the
the Massey Music Hall, on the 13th December,
by the Toronto Festival Chorns, under the
diveetion of Mro F. H. Torvington.  Eniinent
solo talent, we understand, has been engaged,

Mro M. Elliott. Hashkun, forne vy oof To-
ronto, hat now of New York City, has heen
engaged to conduet the Oratorio Classes in the
National Conservatory of Music, of which insti-
tution Do Anton Dvorak is divector,

We were shocked to hear of the death of
Anton Rubinstein, the great pianist and com-
poser, at his home in Peterhof, newr St
Petershurgh, Russin, which ocewrred in the
carly morning  of  Nov. 20th, He o had
heen in failing health for years, although
no  person expected  such a sudden end-
mg. At one time, only a few months ago, it
wax thonght he would onee more cross the At-
lantic and make a scecond concert tour through
the United States and Canada, but at almost
the last moment, he decided to abandon the
idea notwithstanding the tempting ofter which
had been made hin, Rubinstein wax  in
Anmierica in 1872-3, and played in Toronto in
the old music hall on Chureh Strect, which is
now the Public Lilrary,  Some seven o eight
year: ;

previous, L. M. Gottschaclk, the famous
American piantst, played in the same hall
Both were born in the same vear, 1829, but
the latter died in Brazil in 1869, twenty years
ago,  The Tast time we saw Rubinstein was in
Germany in 1888, when he came to Leipsic to
conduct one of hix svinphonies.  He then ap-
prared as if -his constitution was shattered,
and as though his sight was fast failing him,
He was amaguiticent pianist, with the most
beautiful, penetrating, emotional tone, and,
at times, he played with tremendous passion
and power.  His fingers were short and thick,
yet he would perform the most delicate ara-
besques, those decorvative notes which adorn
and surround a melody as costly lace adorns
a garmient, in oo manner dainty, suggestive,
and intoxicatingly heautiful.  He would de-
liver a songful melody as would a rich soprano,
and infuse in it the most wistful, appealing
tenderness, and again he would thunder as
does the Western cyelones. And now he is
dead.  The musical world will mowrn his
death, for now he, too, with Liszt, Tausig,
and many others, have passed into history.
His compositions are numerous, and consist of
operas, sacred  music, dvamas, much  piano
music, songs and chamber music, much of it
being  exceedingly heautiful and noble,  We
have not the space at present to give more
than this fragmentary notice of Rubinstein’s
life and achievements, but notice as we hur-
viedly write these pages ghat during the last
twelve months, three of the world’s greatest
in musical art have died, Tschaikowsky, Von
Bulow and Rubinstein, and with the deaths of
Clara Schumanu and Carl Reinecke, which we
hope will long be deferred, the last links
which eonnect the present with the past will
have heen severed.

The Mendelssohn choir will have the as-
sistance of Miss Lillian Blauvelt, and the
Beethoven Trio, at their forthcoming concert
on the 15th of January.

A new Conservatory of Music has heen
started in Parkdale to he known as the Metro-
politan Conservatory of Music.  We have not
seen a prospectus, hut learn that Mr. J. Lewis
Browne, organist of Bond Street Congrega.-
tional Chuvell, has heen chosen director, and
that Mr. Klingenfeld is engaged as teacher in
e violin department.  Further and fuller
puiculars we will give at some future time.

Handel's oratorio, *¢ Samson,” will be given
in this city, on the evening of Dec. 6th, under
the direction of Sig. Vegara. Some of his
pupils will sing the solos.

~ SN0 Stewart, of Philadelphia, has pub-
lished: @ very characteristic and effective




