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l'O AN IlOLD MAf•2'ER."

0) FRIENi)LY alcbemist,
There in thy aucient franie

Cracked thy vernilion robe, 1 wist,
But tiuine eyes slune eut tîte saine,

Beaming forth front thy furrowod face
Blessiug uutold fer this tbankless race.

No Elixîr from tbee,
Dropping Eternal Youtb,

Crave 1 impoteutly,
Lacking faith-for in sooth,

Well do 1 know tîtat thy beard is gray,
And first a man serveth himself alway.

Nought cf thy crucible!
Secrets cf golden peif,

Malleable or fusible,
Keep tbou unto thyself

Yýet euie smn]l cunning J. pray te know,
Of aIl the magie thon might'st bostow.

My jcyous days are fleet
Speeding away te Dis,

1 canuot stay their feot,
.[ would distil îny hliss.

Would husband the sweets cf the inurning dew,
Wouîld draw froni the sunlight at prism or two.

Tlhoen withcut craveit fears
l'Il watch tho dia],

AIl the nionths îuay follow the years,
1 shaîl have niy phial !

Aud when iny nectar changes to gal
With a magical drop 1 will sweeten it aIl.

[lave tbey net taughlt thee--the nmodern powers,"
Saith hoe, and frowneth, alack!

"That the gold cf the sunlight is brought by the heurs;
Aud straight they carry it back!

That when the flower-dlew appeareth agaîni
It droppetiî nlways iii bonds cf main '1"

Me ut eai. GÂATH GRAFTON.

1PROMIJVENT CANA DIANS.-V.

LOUIS HIONORLE FuSECIIETTE, LLDi., POET AND JOURNALIST.

AmoNO living Frencli-Canadian peets, Louis Honoré Frechette ensily ranikg
first. Cremazie is stili regarded as the national singer cf French Canada,
and bis place cannot be taken away from him. But hoe nover possessed the
lyrical faculty of Frechtette, titeugu lue excelled bita always in passion aud
iutenusity cf phrase. ffIad Croinazie lived ho might have becomne faînous as
a dramatic author. His work is f ail cf action, episode, aud streug colour,
aud eue iniglit readily have expected front bim a drama cf some couse-
quence. But hoe nover quite revealed wbat was in him, thoughlie bas loft
euough in the way of patriotic and descriptive verse te keep bis memory
green in the hearts cf bis countrymen. Frechette is a true lyrist. Iu hirn
the musical art is highly developed, and bis songs are rich in melody and

toue. Other fcrms cf verse lie bas cf course attempted, but it is in the
lyrie that hoe appears at bis best. Hie began writing at an early age, and

hie was net moto than ton years old when seute cf bis verses were fouind

good enough te attract the attenution cf bis elders. Lîterature was always,
te htinu a delight, arid those about hitu teck pleasure in euccuraging hum un

bis favourite pursuit. lie was hemn at Levis, on the southemu shore of
the St. Lawrence, on the l6th of Novejuber, 1839, and was educated at

the seminary cf Qnebec, Ste. Anuc's College, and the College cf Nicolet.
While attendiug the classes at the seminary hoe assisted bis fellow pupil antI

friend, Henri Taschereau (ncw judge), in the editorsbip cf a little manu-
script college paper called L'Eelho. Tbe poems lie coutributed were clever

in tbeir way, and the yotîng peet scon fotund hiruseîf in deînand as a writer

cf occasional verse acrosties and album sonnets. Hie wrote with consider-

able freedont, and bis vocabulary, considering bis age, seemed ample for

bis purpese. lie began the study cf law, and entered the office cf Mr

Taschereau, wbere hie was soon jcined by M. Faucher de Saint Maurice.

But literature proved toc strong a tempter. Faucher abandoned law

altogether, and tbougb Frechette succeeded in getting admitted te the

Bar cf Lower Canada in 1864, hoe gave the profession very little attention
un after if e. Indeed, fron a more boy bie bad matIe up bis mmnd te ho a

pool, or an auther of some sort. Boltemiaut instinct was growing witlîin

bit,' and when lie and Lusignan-a fellow scribe-occupied the attic cf

an oltI bouse in Palace Street, Quuebec, night was eften turned inte day by

the matI reveîries cf the group cf kindred spirits wbo gatbered round the,

table cf thte bosts. The reeni was beated, by a steve pipe whucb. came up

front the basemeut cf tuo bouse. One day Frechette printed in the Cana-

dien a peem, descriptive cf bis home, in whicb eccurred the hune
IlShivering un nty attic peer."

The next day, a dumb steve replaced the steve-pipe, aud the peet's

,surprise had net beeii dissipated wben bis landlady entered the attie, andI
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in au injured voice told hier tenants that if they Ilso sei vered in the roont it
would have heen botter to have said so privately, than to have complained
of it in the newspapers." But Frechette did flot write poetry alone. Hie
was at social critie of much tact and skill, ani the provincial presiý was fre-
quently enriched by articles froin his pen. Many cf titese wvere enlivened
by a sharp humour which easily passed for satire. lie assisted in the
editorship of the Jo urital de Quebec for a short timp, and in I 865 hie
began the publication on lus own accourit of the Journal de Levis. Tlire
years earlior hie published bis first book,-a thin volume,-entitled Mies
Loirirs, which. won praise from highi quarters. But Frochette, anxious for
a wider field in jourtialismn, and not caring to practise his profession in
Q uebec, left Canada in 1866, for CJhicago, where hoe becarne the foreign
c9rrespondent in the Land Departmient of the Illinois Central Railway
Company. lu that office hoe succeeded Thomas Dickens, the brother of the
great novelist, and held the position two years. W hile in Chicago hie con-
nected himself with the press of that city, and wrote frequently, articles,
sketches, and poems for the Tribune, L'mrqeandother-j .'urnals. These
productions becaine a marked success, and served to bring their author
inte prominent notice. At the close of bis fifth year in Chicago, the poet
resolved to return to biis native country. Next te poetry he loved politics,
and hie thought hie saw an opening in public life in Canada. In 1871 he
eontested Levis County, in the Liberal interest, with the 1fon. J. G.
B]. uchet, now Collecter cf (Justoins at Quehec, for a seat in the Quebec
flouse of Assernbly. He made a vigoreus caînpaign, and spoke iin nearly
every parishi cf the constituency, but ho was defe'ate"d. In the fullcwiîig
year hie was a candidate in te saine county for the Dominion floeus(, cf
(Jomnions, but again lie was <lefeated, this time, lîcwever, by a small
mia jority. The faîl of thie Macdonald Administration on the Pacific Rlail
way charges, aud the general eleetions cf 187.1, reopeiied the constitueucy,
and M. Frechette, nothing dauented by past ill-sucess, once more
entered the~ arena. Lie was elected by a good vote, and sat in the F~ederal
Parliamnent until the dissolution cf 1878, when on seeking re-eleetion, lie
suffered defeat for the tîtird time. The gravîng dock at Lovis i,; described
as Frechette's tom1) - hundreds cf the electors cf the county, failing te get
empîcyment ou the works tlhon going on, vented their dispîcasure oii the
Governineiit candidate, by votiîug against btien. M. Frechette reîîîoved te
Montreal, and devoted himself entirely to literature and jonrnalistu. H1e
accopted a position on La aîiwrote a number cf Chroniqu'es over tlîe
signature cf Il Cyprien," which attracted inuch notice, and subscquently
became editûr cf the chief French Liberal organi iii Montroal Thtis
position lie relinquished after a few montlis' experience. As a political
writer, M. Frechette is punigent and foi-cible. During lus reigni iii the
editorial chair, political discussion was peculiarly atnimated and persouial.
11e boldly dashed in, aud it was nlot lon g before lie hiad everybody by the
ears, The P'atrie became eue cf the liveliest papers in Canada.

But it is as a peet thtat M. Frechiette lias won bis spurs, and à is in
that capacity that lus friends admire hiimi rnîst. Int 1869 hie published
La Voix d'un Exile, a touching poemt cf great menit. Péle Mea

pleasant volume cf verse, appeared iru 1876. lu 1880, Les (Jiseteux de

Neige, and Les Fleurs Boreales, whicb coîttain bis rnost ebaracteristic werk,
were crowned bv the French Acadenuy, and thteir autîtor received the
grand reward cf the year, the Montycu Prise. The news that bie had
gained thîis recognition swept over the Domnioneî like lightninIr. It was-
the first tinue in tie histery cf Canada that a Colonist bad been se rcwarded
by an Eurepean country. Freclîette's peerus lia i beout subjected te a
severe ordeal. Among bis coniîpetiters for the coveted ltoutour werc seule ef
the first pens in France. W'ben the news reacîteul the Domiinion, every
literary mnan in the country feît genuine pride in thte oucs f bis fellow-
countrymian. The citizens cf Montreal and Quebec gave the bard a dinriier,
at wbicb speeches cf a most complimentary character were inade. The
Universiities cf McGill and Queen's conferred on bim tîte hoîîorary degre~
cf LL.D. Addresses frem several literary societies wvere senit te liiîîî, nd
hie became the lieu of the heur. In 1881 a Paris ediLioi cf Frechîette's
poems appeared, aud nuinerous translations cf bis sonnets and lyrics have
been made by frieudly and cf teii skilful bauds. le was lkimself greatly
surprised te hear that ho hîad won the prize, auîd wvhen io xvett tc France
te sec the Academiciaus, hoe was tcld by eue cf tîtein noever te lose tîte
Canadian stanip. " It is the perfuitte cf your origiîtality," said eue nient-
ber cf the Frencht Acadecmy te 0cr poet. Ilinht wlîich strikes me niost
in your poems," lie continued, "lis the moeron style, the Parisian style cf
your verses. That style is united te sometlîing strange, se peculiar and
singular-it seems an exetie, disengaged fron the whole." Frechette, at
that tinte, wvas unaware thtat lie possessed a peculiar gift. But ho seon
learned that the Canadian character cf bis work' "the certificate of
origin,"-as bie exp)resses it, gave bis penis a freshness and versatility,
aud at novelty, wbich. struck at once the oye aud the ear cf the Forty Tiîw
mortals cf Old France. The French was perfect, the muusic was exquisite,
the story was gweet and tender. AIl this could bave been accomplished
in France, htewever, by the rising young peets on the spot. But Frecbette's
work was startliug in its newness cf incident, its locale and peculiar colcur-

ing. The Academicians fouînd a fresh vein in the mine cf poesy, and the
prize liad te be given te the poot whose ancesters, centu ries age, luad
pieneered their way te King Louis' arpents cf snow in the Noý'w World. It
was a victery for Canada, and Canadians did net hesitate te heniour the
man whîo bad won the title-cf laureate cf the Acadermy.

When tîte Royal Society cf Canada was forîîîed, M. Frecitette was
named by tîte Gevernor-General eue cf the original twenty mnenubers cf
the French Literature and llistory Sections. Subsequently, he became Pre-
sident cf the section. Before that body ho bas read several poems and
essays, wbich bave been well received.

M. Frechette lias wnitten a powerful drauta, entitled Papineatie


