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REGISTRATION OF DEATHS. settled districts, if his residence is at a great dis.
tance fromi that of the deceased.

Dr. Botsford's address on Hygiene at the recent
meeting of the Canadian Medical Association, re- Although the Act provides penalties for the neg.
iterates (what no one interested in the subject will leet of the duties inposed by it, and directs how
deny) the importance of an efficient syste thes penalties ofay le enforced; yr, the coubt
Registration. This has beei urged again and abni
again, and lias beei recognized by the Legislature tics. iake the corpulsory ind penal clauses bief.
of Ontario, which four years ago passed an Act to fect.i1.

provide for the registration of births, marriages
and deaths. The Act, however, has proved inef- is maiv miles man, patients are onI> seen
fictual for this purpose, owing principally to the at l

0
j

1
g intLrvals of Lime bv tle physician, possibly

apathy of medical men generally on the subject. only once or twice, and that may be weeks or
In iost civilized countries, a more or less eflicient moiiths bcfore the death of tie patient. In sucl
systeni of registration is carried on, accurate enouglh a c i iould bc ianifestly unjust to make the
(at all events, in England) to furnish a series of doctor hable for non-registration, as death may
statistics, frorn which thc death-rte, and the i tre- have occurred frof sot e acute affection that did
valence and niortality of différent forns of disease xot exst at tlic ime the visit pas nade.
iAh every city and county in pai kineront cahn be

C eThe peate a eeforced ; v y-l e, the doubtpa

calculatd. litre, in Canada, ie he abslutey causes of ithe ineffidcieic of ta pAr-
no tiians of doing so, and ic n pua impossiblel cse .i reniains now y consider what a rendments eill
for any one desirols of information on this poîint remed fli defects byentioned. It appears to us
to obtain it. Apropos of this subjct, ib the miedal that emodification of the fnglish systeni winl bc

afée e Drse Grtn woul berhngi maiesloujsrt ak h

oZd bost effectual. Under i no body ca n b interred
cssay on " Zmotic diheae-r a and their prevalence oitout a written ernuit froni the Registrir, tlio
in Caîada. The second diviion of t die subject g it on receiving fron the medical attendant

ofin ery cian ony i the ingdnom can bvie

f on o ion o i ita certificate of te cause of death. An objection
and cannot be reliable until statistics exist froin to titis iighý,lt be madie lucre that flue responsibility

to obtan ait.a Apropos, of thbetos te fmedal

Srat d otho for ould stil lie divided aongst too an ; but
zyonotic diseases met with hire, and their relative t is ight be avoided by fle modification pro-
niortaity, could be deduced. pos, . e., that it be incumbent on the Superin-

The Registration Act of 1869, hiavinga sgnTh Riisrain cto1169 1iaig aLs 's gen- tendent of every cemetery to require thue friends of
crally admitted failed to secure its object, it be- the deceased to furnish Iin vith a certificate of
cones our duty to enquire into the causes of failure the cause of deatl frorn the nuedical attendeut,
and hov they cati be renedied. 'hie principal of before the internient of the bodybe pernitted; or,
these are four in nuxiniber: wîere no hedical ae lias attended U.c deceased

ist. The number of persons uiponi %vhonî the for a given lierioci before deait (say, two or tlîree
dui.y of registering a deafl devolves, viz., tlîe phy- week Q, to require sonie person present at the inie
sician and soine "'person residing in thue huse, of de-ah, to, fill up and sign a declaration to that

"or present at flicdeatb, or hiaving any kno'ledge effect, stating the duration of the illness its nature
of the circumstances attending flic saine, or the as far as the defoived e of te informant oes, and
coroner."Il "WLat is everybody's business is no- the age, mationality and erploynient of deceased.
body's business' atîd so ii tiis case wîere nobody It shoul be ftl duty of t e Suerintendent of the
has axîy particular interest ini attending to the cenietery to record tiiese in a book kept for the
registrationi, each is apt to leave it to another, and 1purpose, and to forward Uhe certificates and decLa-
fl-e tbing is weft undone. rations to the District Reistrar, t be by in

2d. The person registering is required to, take' gntersd and fyed as is doe at present; it being
a greater or less anotnt of trouble to seek te: also bis tcaty fro ime to dnie, t inspect te
registrar. This niay be considerable if lie is not 1 books of thae Suierintenment of the cenuetery, and
It. ahev kuowm or, as is often tue case in spars t compare tiem with l s b wf , to sec that no inter-


