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OLD SCOTCH PUNISHMENTS.

«'Shahl we ra>' that tite natiottal character, as revealed it
the bisîory of Scotlinîd, seetis 10 be uisîîaliy that of a griîtt
one? Howv especially titis cornes out it te records of
îîunishmeitts for offences ; some of tite sentences, as gaîtered
by Dr. Wilson are vcry odd. We wiii lake te liberty to
simply adapt the speliing to tour tmodern ocular and audible
senses ; thus ive read: Patrick Gowanlot, on the first of
31u1Y, 1530. is bauislted the town forever, under pain of
deaîb, for barborirtg a womian itfected with pestilence, aînd
liair of itis ntovable goods lue appiied 1, te comnnmt work
of te tov» for bis default ; and bis serviitg iVomtaf, wiiclt
is infected, for bier conceaiing the sanie, shahl bc burut oit
both checks, aud banisbcd the îown forever, under lpain of
dcaîh ? * * *

"«Some of the provisions against fever and piagtte seent
especially cruel ; Ive flnd anoîber instance similar to Ibat
cited above. On the same day, a wontan wbo had '.wc» iti
tite Itotse of Iiîfected liersons, and was now infecled bier-
self, without reve.iling eiîhçe:r circu.astaince, %vas scntenced
to lie burned, on tite clhe'., antd baitislied te town for iifé,
and t0 remiain on iltc usor tli sie bc recovered, tînder paitt
or death. Ontite 4ti 'of J une, a wontan wlto had a dattgltter
sick ivititout giving titformîation, vins scnîenced 10 the like
punishinent, ail bier bairîts being nt the saute tite adjuîdged
t0 perpetuiai baîtisltntent. Several cases of tite saitte kind
occurred titrougtotit Jîue aud Juily (1530) ; btît at lemîsgtli
in August, wliîeî probabiy the danger itad become greater,
couceaimniet of sick friends was iîunisltcd witb deat 1 An
unfortunate tailor, Diavid Dtily by name, had a wife sîck;
hie kept bier concealed lu bis hotîse, and cveu, while she was
ill, went t0 attend mass in St. Giies Ktrk., lhereby 1 dooand
(carrying ail) as %vis lu hiitl 111 aif infekkit al the tounte?
For this he was adjudgcd 10 bec hanged ou a gibbct before
his own door. The sentence scenîs to have been immedi.
aîely carried int execuition, for, i» the afternoon of te saute
day, we flnd an enîry that Duly had been htîng up, but titat
the Ilrail)' bad broken, aud lite cscapced at the wiil of God,
for îvbich reasoi, and because ' ie 's anc puir mttan iitb
small bairus, and for pte or itim,' thc coîtucil banisît hit
instead. A few rnonths tftcr%çards wc fund tîtat several
women actuaily put to deaith (droîtuit lu lte qtîarrel itolis
attliteGrcy-frier post) for conccaimg tbecir sickne. ."-Front
"Scotîish Ciar.acteristics." by Paixton Hond.

Wce commntcd tite above to te Motreal B'oard of Hecaltit.

Tas YRENOE SPOLIATION CLAIMS.
The French Spoliation Ciaints, now definitcly adjudgcd

to bc an uujustly dcferrcd ciaira against the United States,
have been hanging fire for ueariy ninety years; and have
been reported tapon by more than forly Congressionai Coni-
ntu't<i es, most of vihich have becn favorable In thtir allow-
ance and scîtiement during titis long ittervi. AIl the
original claimants, as regards individmais, <lied long ago,
bttt teir heirs remain ; and a fewv marine insurance com-
pantles of the olden timne stili have representatives 10 claini
their rigits. lThe original ciainis arose front seiztires by
Frencht privateers of Anierican utercitt vessels uipon t
higît seas. b)ctwec-n 1793 -mmud t'SOI. liev wcre pressed by
tc United States %ipont Frantce, wiie Fance urged otîmer

deinands upon titis coumntry. Finaliy by tc treaty of iSoo.
wiilt was ratifled in iuSoi, lte two sets of claims ivere set
off one agaimtst tîte otîter, aîtd lte international contro-
vcr.çy cioscd. Mien lte Aincrican parties affTcced by the
claims veryjustiy trged their ciainti upon tour goverrntent,
on the groîînd that by surrcndcrin te righîs of individuiai
citizeits fur a valuiabie national bertefit, t UJnited States
IbLcamc bound to pal' those of ils own ciliacîts whio liad
1becn injtîred. Afler aIl these ycars of delay and itîci
bicking and fillingon te part ofCongress a Bill was passed
utnder P=ident irthies adniîiistration, Io se nd the whole

inatter to the United States Court of Ciaims for exaîtti.
aýtin antd a deCision as 10 tlieir validity. And, at Iettgtlî,

t its Court lias ducided that tec ainis are juist and otîghî
to be paid.-Ins. .dge.

MORAL HAZARD 0F COTTON INSURANCE.
There is one feature about cotton insurtance whicit wc

have not bec»i disposed to regard iu tintes past, and that is the
q.uestion of moral hazard. It lias bcun the pýoIul-%r mr.
sion that it should, not enter int the cornl)utatiolt of tbe rýk
but receitt events have doubtless convinced nmany of yti
tlîat the taint of moral lbazard at timies even defiles the
purity of the tleccy staple itscif. *l'le rcady manner in
wbhich the± value of cotton could bc obtained on the market,witb lcss deiay tban from the insurance comipanies, lias
seuied to preclude tîte possibility of au iute» tional sale to
us. Consider, however, the opportuitities attorded by the
following condition of affairs: 'l'le factor bis own ware.
liouseman, maker of his own receipts, and custodian of bis
0wn samuples, tlien ]et hlm go on the wrong side of tbe
mnarket, b)orrowv front bauks ail lie can get on receipts of bis
owtt make, shil> tbc saine cotton aud draw against il, andi
can amtythimg l>tt tite alleged burning of this cotton s.ine
hlm»? This, as sorne of you kuowv, is uiot a fancy sketch, btit
one of the possibilities of a peruicious plan of insurance.
Without iutemtdimg reflection on the worthy nien in the
cotton business, some îtieasure of protection to the coin.
panies shouid be deviscd, and the tenuptation to seli tu iii
rernovcd.- Cia raite Ki<ow/cs.

INSURANCE 0F ]PROPERTY TO ITS PULL VALUE.
Commissioner Forster, of Pcnusylvania, says : it is con.

trary 10 public policy to permit or encourage the insurauct: of
propcrty to its ftull vaite, much more for more than its valuec;
and cqually contrary to sotnnd public poiicy to require tIL
full amiotnt of insurance to be paid irrespective of the actimal
loss sustained. The incendiary not only destroys bis oivn
propierty and clieats the compauy, but lie imperils the po
perty of his neighbors. He is an cvii of the greaîeit
iitigitittide. If lie exists tînder present circunîstances, with
tbe righît to recover no more ta» the actual damages sus.
tained by tce destruction of bis property, wvhat nîigflt li
aticipated uitder a iaw which wouid secure to hini more
than tbe vaitue of suicli property ?

PIEAPPLI&2NCES AND PMR INSURANCE COX.
PANIES.

(From TlieRevie.w, London, Eng.)
Fire extinguishing appliances arc vcry useful indccd,

from a prernium-reducing point of vicwv, but from that point
of view only. It is, thetrefore, tc interest of houisebolders
and ratepayers îbcentselvcs, througli their authorized rclpr.,
seattatives, io perfect and briitg int a high stite of organiza.
tion as inany fire-brigades as possible, and to encourage in.
ventors lu the produtction of cvcry possible forai of tire ex-
uingtmishing appliances. It is inmpossible for fire instîraice
conipatties 10 maiulain Iieir prcmnitunis at too high a levei,
for contpetition %vnuid sîîeedily redtice rates. If it coiid
bc shown thal a ire brigade %ias very eficient ln proeccing
property lu any given t owiî, that the lusses rapidiy decr.tNted,
and t bat tbe fire offices made very large profit-s tîtere, ht
wvouid, imiediately, foilow Iluat freshi companies %voiîld st
to pairticipate in lthe good tings thal werc going abouit.
Firc.cxtitiguishimtg appliances arc uudoubiediy nîost desira-
bic things, antd it is lte duîty of ail good citizens, as such, and
it is lte dty of lte Mectropolitan Board of Wlorks, and of
-III other municipal bodies, to, encouîrage them i» cvcry, -iv.
lie coliertion of those articles at the Royal Aquariaini *

sudoubtcdly of inlerest to te public, but it may bc as wc!I
la, state %ý*earIy that fire irtsuraucc offices, as sucit, have DO
carthly intîest in îhem.J


