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HARD TO BEAT.
2 PRLATIO YLsB, uuzs:aeu, AXD A PROLOGTR.

_BY J. A, PHILLIPS,
o XOXTREAL.
Sathor of % From Bad to Worse” = Ot of ths
© Swow? 8.4 Pegfect Froud® .
- ACT IX.

ACROSS THR RIVER,

ELANR 1V.
X188 TOWSOX MAKZS A COFQUEAT.

Mim Annie Howson sat alonz o her parior
anxiowmly expectinga viall from the Doctor,and
whet abs heard the door bell riag, ahe, imagiv.
tag who it opened 1t barvalf 1o prefdrence
to walting strvrat,

#What & niughly man you ars, not t0 have
oalied on e for 30 Jong a time,” sho sld when
W4y wore seated sogethier in the pasicr, -

-

He azkoed tho quostion 1o the tons of & uan
who felt con(dent oo cowrid feceivo but on an-
swer. .
« You may be cerialn L. malways plaased to
»

o

Bhe looked down for a momeat, and dlnshed
tlightly ; snd tho Doctor, emboldencd, drew np
nearver toher.

#You almost oneonrmge mo to toll & secrol,™

he a1y, « Youare so kind. May I?”

|« I supposo £0,” sho answarsd, half affecting
not to understand him. «Women &0¢ AlWaAys
ford of secrots.”

«ins lzavery imporiant one to me.!*

«I hopo 1t Is nothing wicked 1" she saud
looking np to him with a softgontlo light {nher
eyes which sald voty clearly that sho did not
think he conld {0 any way be connocted with a
wicked secret. -

Hard a5 ho wag, and passjonately &8 he loved
het ho could not ropress a alight bimh, the
queation was eo perifnsat to his thonght., Bud
he qQuickly recovered and eviy maoaged to
swile as ho piaced his arm Tound her walstiand
drew her gently towards him whigpéting 2

« Notbing vory wlcked, unless it is wicked to
loveyon”

She made n very slizht movemdnt as € 6
araw away from him, dbui ho pressed ber & 1.
tio cloasr and took her hand, which remalned
pucndzvo and unresisting in hix, a8 hs vonli.
nued -

}
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UK, PARR " PINDS A SUBIRCT.
« How coald I be sure yau wanted o seo mo?” | sincarely, with all tho strangth and passion ol
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my nature. [ havoloved sou from tho momont
1 Qrst bohokl you, but foaced to speak dreallug

0an roaist bo longor, I mal knnw my falo to-
night,: Tell me, can you oara a littlo for me 2

Ho drow bher still closst fo him and protaed
tho hamd she dit nov withdmw, and her hoad
droppad gradoally tawands him notil it rested
on hig shonlder

Thig was exaclly the kinlaf lovo-making Mlss
Flowson liked. &ho conld aut hate beltovedany
man toved her it bo stooxd enlmily beforo herand
told her sa.  She diit not axactly care that
+ Ro shonld drop on his knees, but that arm
around hor foit very comforting, it sngyested
protection and all that sart of thing, and tho
oodasionnl prosyure of her band Wi Vory
pleasant. '

Sho had had many fiiztationsAnd severiri pro-
posals beforo, bug nons whish came so noarly
up to hor ideant how n Taan shoulid tell n glirl
Bo loved hot. Tho wornds ko used certalnly did
_ sound very rauch itkedozennofsimiiar speeches

sho hud read 1n tho chaap literutaro sho wak xo
fond of, but what of thus, they were 80 sweetly
- utterad.
1 _ Until now ahe had oniy $huughtaho lovad ths
, Docunr, naw she foit sureaTit, and a slight aigh
of ploasure escaped tor as shs allowed him o
| draw her still a titte alorer to him,
“To0k apatme, darling, xnd st mo read In
~xomr ¢yes, whether theto Is any hape for ma™

. | 31 Yes, Annie, 1 1070 you tcuuaim, UStOLOULY, ) 6 rniwed hoy howd jor aninstany and ~oked i

- m—— i — -

ot mizht think motoo presamplucus, But I

1 trom Mr, Howson occurred to him.
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rxEhtm with happy team atanding In her ima.
troa eyce, Kre she coald replase her hesd
apon hiz shonlder, he drew s biushine taceto.
wards him and kissad ber,
«« Aud Yot will by ‘my wife t”

She did Dot auswsr R wonls, dul ber eyas
repiled far har, And AS drew heor to hix
agaln and pressed hor isling lUpe, he felt
that he hat almoet 2ccompllahied “his objeet
« Annte THowson and one handrsd thousand
doliars” *

Yot atthat moment thera aross before bhim the
romsmbrance of another woman ho had ones
loved as passionately, andhelnvolantarily shud-
dored as he thoaght of the terrible means hdohad
dectded on for axtrcating himself from the
daugerous poaltlon in twhich he was placed.

- . RS . .

« Harey,” sald Miss Howson, and shs finshad
ap o littlo as sho uged tho word, for it was tho
arst tinzo she had addressed him by ¥s christlan
pame, ¢Harey, 'm afrald yon will bave
troable Wit pape in gottiog hls oonseat.™

« Do you think.30 ¢’ : :

For the fnirst timo the poasibliily of o refusal
Bls ace
qualntanee with that gentiemann was very slight,
and nol partienlariy cordlal, and !t now
soomod to him vory likely that ho woeld vefuso
to give his danghtor’s hand to » man of whoto
past iifo ho kasw nothing, and with whom ko
. had beon aoqaaiittad for loas than & Yo,

Coniued oa page ¥0,
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