
STRONG POINTS 0F OUR POLITY.

T HE Presbyterian systoîn of clhurchi governrnt lias bei- shewnby inany able wvriters to bc in ii rrnony withi the Wgord of God,
and to bc the nearest to die model laid down by the Aposties. It is
not, thierefore, niy intention, ini the ]iirnits of this paper, to diseuss thie
origin of Preshyterianisin, or its haî'niony witlh apostolie teaching, but
siniply to point ont soine of thie features of our.polity, wvhichi have
mnade it, ndfer the providence of God, a blessing to inaiikind. Sonie
one lias very urtily said: «'It is the weakest part of a, chntrch's creed
NvIichl she holds adonc, and it is thie strongest part, that whichi shie
liolds in coînînon witli other chuirehies." Now if tliis be truc, thoni
our systern of chuircli polity inust bo very strong indecd, for we find
thoe cliief principles of ]?resbytoriail polity pernicating almost every
systoîn of churchi governînent tliat at preseit exîsts ini thoe Nvorld.
Tiiere are difféent maines by whiich chutrchi polities are distinguished,
but afLer a carefiil analysis it wvill bc fouind that it is possible and
practicable, to arrange ail forins under mie or othier of thoe classes,
Episcopalian and i>resbyterian. But wlhu1e this is tie case, it lias corne
about by other cijurehcles adopting Preshyterian principles, and ixot by
us thirowing away flic distinctive fea tures of our tirne-hionored polity.
Loet us, tdieu, brielly consider sone of the strong points of Preshyter-
ianisîn, and wlhich are worthy to be preserved and lianded down froin
greteration to gener-ation. Now, before begi-îiingi to enurner'ate the
stroing poiî:'.- of Presbyteriaîîisiin, it is wvelI to state, thiat we (Io flot
elaimi that the.5o points arc found in our cliurcli alon.. Mre claini
that thie.y belong to our polity, but soino of thiei are fonnd, and it
mnay bc the nîaj ority cf thiein are fomnd, ini othier chuirchies, and wlien
michi is the case, we rejoice tliat othiers sec oye toeoye withl us ini tlie
management of Christ's lCigdem upon thie eartli.

(1.) The first point te wvich we invite attention is thte importanec
ivhîid oicr c7ucrc1z, allalcs to the qflite of Mew G/uisti<n iministry.

Tuec Presbyterian Chiurcli lias al-%va-ys lield that an efficient niniistry
is esseuîtial to tlie truc Cirryingon of theLord's %vork, and of building
thlat work ini suceli a1 iatier that the work wvill ho permanent Thiis
(3hurcli, liolding tiiose views, lias constantly ciffeavored te provide for
suieh a iiiitry. ]?irst by pr-ayer and supplication the Head of thie


