1851.]

Took up an Overture from the Presby.ery of Toronto, of the following
tenor,viz i —

Toroxto, 3rd June, 1851,

Inter alia. Took up and read Memorials from the following sessios,
viz: Wby, Port Hope, Clarke, Newton, Buuly and Darlington, pra '
ing to be disjoined from the Umted Preshytery of ‘Torunto, und forme |
into a separate Presbytery, with their congregatuns and stations pmlrr
the name of the Dushum Presbytery.  ‘The Presbytery concurred in the
Memorials of the smd Sesaons, and agreed to overture the Synod ac-
cordingly.

Extracted from the Miautes of Presbytery.

(Signed) Jaxgs Dicx, Preshytery Clerk

The Synod adupted the Overture, wid ordered in terms thereof, that
the Miusters and Congregutions thereirt enumerated, shall be formed 1o
a separate Presbytery, under the name and title of the Presbytery of
Durham; Mr. Thornton to be Moderator, and that the first meeting b
held at Newton, on "Tuesday, after the first Sabbath of July, at eleven
o'clock, A. M.

Read a letter from the Secretaries of the French Canadian Missiona.
Society, conveying to Synod the thanks of the Commttee of that So-
ciety, for the interest litherto taken in nts prospeniy, and sohcing a
renewal of thie recommendations formerly made by this Synod.

‘I'he Synod cordially agreed to renew, and hereby do renew, the re-
commendation, that an annual collection be made ju all our congregations
jn aid of the French Canadian Missionary Society.

Read and received a paper frum the Presbytery of Flambord', of the
following tenor:

Inter alia. Fraxsoro', 22nd January, 1851,

The Flamboro' Presbytery met and was constituted.

Read a petition from the congregetions of Guelph, Eramosa, and |

Elora, 10 be transmitted to the Synod, praying to he formed into a sepa-
rate Presbytery. The Presbytery agreed to transmit the Petition.

Extracted ftom the Minutes of Presbytery.

{Signed) James Roy, Dresbytery Clerk.

On motion it was agreed, that the congieaations of Guelph, Eramosa,
and Elora, with the ministers of these congregations, be formed into a
new Presbycery, under the name and title of the Wellington Presbytery.
Mc. Burrie, first Moderator, ‘I'hz Presbytery to hold ns first meetng at
Elora, on T'uesdny, after the Jast Sabbath of August, at 12 o’clock noon,
said Presbytery to hi.c power to reccive the congregauon of Esquesing
upon proper application being made by themn.

Mr. Jennings reported from the Committee to draft a set of Resolue
tions on the Clergy Reserves.

‘I'he report, with a single amendment, was received and adopted.—
The Report is as follows:

1. That His late Majesty, George III., in setting apart one-seventh of
the lands in Upper Canada, for the support of a Protestant Clergy, and
the purposes of religious instruction, made such grant in his capacity of
Monarch, and as the official executive of the nation ; and thus granted
not his own private property, for smd purposes, but the property of the
nation. Consequently, it is competent for Her Majesty, as his successor,
in her public character, to repeal such grant, if the nation, or the part of
nation most interested, 2o desire it.

9, That said appropriation of public lands, as Clergy Reserves, has
never given satisfaction to the general commumnity in the Province, and
instead of promoting the interests of religion, has had the very opposite
effect,and oc:asioned social alienations and political agitations, which
have been most injurivus to all our intereats secular and sacred.

3. That Jesus Christ is the only King and Head of the Church, and
has appointed the means for the support and extension of his religion,
which are, that His Church depend on lhis blessing, and the liberality of
it membership and friends; and the Synod hold it therefore to be
an mvasion of his authority tor any secular government to legislate in
oppasition to Him; and in whole, or 1n part, to endow any Church from
public resvurces; and it imphes on the part of any Church that receives
such endowment, a distrust of the wisdom and justice of Christ's express
Jaw, “ that they who preach the Gospel shall iive of the Gaspel,” and that
they who receive the spiritual taings shall return to their spiritual teach-
érs of their carnal things.

4. That the scheme proposed by some, of a more general division of
these Reserves among the several religious denominations, is impractica«
ble, inasmuch as, at least, five or six of them, influential and growing, will
on no condilion accept of any portion, and thus the very same parties
that now are dissatisfied, would continue the agitation in case ‘wsuch new
division scheme were adopted; and thus the Province would sull be
tossed and distracted by denominational antagonisms, arisng from this
question,

5. Maintaining the equal civil and religious rights of the entire popula-
tion, it is the decision of this Synod, that the only wise and ®quitable
settlement of this question, is to be attained by appropriating the whole of
the Reserves to the support of a Provincial system of common school ed-
ucation, in which ali districts and families, would have equal right and
privilege.

6. The Synod by no means conceive, that the proposal or decision in
the Resolutions of the last Seasion of Parliament, granting the continu-
ance of the endowments to present Incumbents for their natural lives, is
equitable, or that such Incumbents are entitled, justly, to such an extended
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7. That these being the views of this Synod, and they are aware, the
views of the great inujority of the prominent religious denominations in
the country, they consider that justice, ihe peace of the community, and
the connexion of this Province wnh the mother-country, demannd, that
the voice of the people be given on this subject, in such wn unequivocal
manner that it eannot be unustaken, and that the final adjustment of this
lony agtated and most veantious question be mude in the manner stated,
with ttie least poasible delny.

On motion of Mr. ‘Thornton, seconded by Mr. Henderson, it was re.
solved that this paper be putlidhed in a circular, and extensively distribut «
ed among the people, and published in ull the leading papers of the day 5
and further, thut copies be enclosed and sent o every member of the
Guvertnneut and Legisiature,

The S8ynod recommended that Congregations and P'resbyteries give
narticular attention to the existing laws regarding the furnishing of sia.

stics,

Mr. Henderson reported from the Comuittec to examine the Accounts
of the ‘I'reasurers, that they had examined the accounts of Robert Christie,
BEeq, and found them correct; that the charge against tlie Treasurer for
the Misaion fund was £373 6. 0§ 1., nnd that his disbuicementsamounted
to £3% -1a. Gd., leaving 1n tus hand<a balance of £315 1s. 64d.  ‘That on
account of the ‘Theologicul Fuud, the cliarge agmuast the *Lressurer was
£104 112, and that his payments amounted 1o £332 15s. 831, leaving a
balance due the Treasurer of £28 4s. 83d.

Mr. Thornton reported from the samne Committee, that they had
examined the accounts of the Rev. Thomas Christle, ‘Treasute; of the
Home Synod's grant, and had found them correctly kept.

T'ook up an application from the Presbytery of Toronto, for a grant of
£30 from the Mission Fund, for the support of a Catechist,

It was moved by Mr. ‘Thurnton, scconded by Mr. Aitken, That Pres-
bytenies employing Catechists in their bounds be authorized to draw upon
the Y'reasurer of the Mission Fund for the support of such Catechists, to
an extent not exceeding £30 yenrly.

1t was moved in amendment by Mr, Jeanings, seconded by Mr. Hen.
derson, that the Synod hereby authorize Preshyteties to employ Catechists
within their bounds, sf they shall consider such agency to he necesenry ;
and that the Grant from the Synod Fund ehall be one half of the sum con-
tnbuted by such Preshytery, and pawd to each Catectust, if the Presbytery
shall make application for that amount,

The Amendiment being first put was lost,

The motion was carried
by a lnrge majority.

Tuespay, 10th June, 1851,

The Synod met and was constituted by Dr. Taylor, Moderator.

Mr. Banrie reported, from the Committee appointed ai the fifth Sede-
runt, to draft a minute expressive of the mind of this Synod in regard to
the bereavernent which the Cliurch has sustnined by the death of the
]Rev. William Proudfoot, Profestor of Theology. The report is as fol-

ows :—

Resolved,—That as the Preshytery of London has reported to Syrod
the recent demise of the Rev. William Proudfoot, Professor of Theology
to the United Presbyterian Church i Canada, this Synod take the oppor-
tunity of expressing their deep sense of the loss which this Church in
porticular, and the interests of Civil and Religious fiberty in general have
sustained by this event  He was one of the three -first Missionaries sent
out to Canada in the t%all of 1832, by the United Secession Church in
Scotland.  As a Missionary labourer he was most indefatigable and effi-
cient, subjecting himself to a great amount of travelling in preaching the
Gozpel to the destitute.  He was Clerk to the Misionary Presbytery in
the Canadas, subsequently to the Misgionary Synod and to the Presbytery
of London, and lastly, to the United Preshyterian Synod in Canada,
and discharged all the duties of these offices with distinguished ability.—
As a member of the Synod, and of Committees, is wisdom, counsels and
knowledge of ecclesiastical business were of eminent service, especially in
cases of difficully.  He was a Theologian of the first clase, was distin-
guished for his varied acquiements in Theological literature, Logic and
Ethics, and for clear, comprehensive and profound views on all these sub.
jects; and as a Teacher or Professor of Theology, he was pre-eminent
for his apinesatoteach, and for the great clearness with which h expressed
his vicws; he was very successful in communicating his well digested
stores of knowledge to his hearers, and especially 1o the rising ministry
committed to his care and training  The Synod desire to thank God for
the pious zeal and varied talents for usefulness in the Church and in the
world, with which the King and Head of the Church endowed him, aud
that he was so long spared to them ; and their prayer is, that the King and
Head of the Church may speedily in his good and all-wise Providence il
up his place in the Theological hall by a pious, able, and zealous Profes-
sor, and that he would en’dow all the mtnisters of Synod with a double
portion of his spirit, and enable them to be faithful in the service of their
Divine Master.

‘The Synod agreed ‘o receive the report, and instructed their Clerk to
send a copy of said minute to the Widow of our late Professor, in the
name of the Synod, as expr~ ive of the deep sympathy of the Synod
with her and with the famiiv :n their affliction.

On motion of Mr. Dick, sccunded by Mr. Thomton, it was Resolved,

1 That all applicants for admission into the Church as M.risters and

act of generosity.

shall mesent to the Presbytery to whom they apply for
admission, written testimonials testifying that they have passed through



