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The Quiet Hour. $
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Those whi s< children are bound up with 

them in the bundle of life are here distinctly 
described. They are those,—

1 st Who keep (or lay hold of) His 
covenant.

S
! Those who do not know His
0000000OO0O60OO60OO0O0O00©00000O0000#SO covenant, who think little about it, or do

nderstand that there is anythingnot u
specifically important about having covt nant 
hold upon God—these are outside of this

the king’s life, he feared punishment, or 
"falsely true” to Saul, he chose suicide with 
his master rather than life without him. So
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Connecting Links—The intervening events C/al’. "°uld nut bc ,n Personal attendance on [^g^^orc spiritUa1t deepreaching com 
are David’s seeking safety by becoming a ine ““*• mandments-than those delivered to the
vassal of Achish, from whom he received ”• me Mumming or israei, 7. children of Israel. If we say we are taking
Ziklag to hold as an out|>ost of his kingdom, V. 7. On the other side of the valley ; ^uld of God’s covenant and yet are for- 
rhs. 27 : 1 to 28: 2 ; the mustering of the that is, the northern side of the plain of uj t|lc8e commandments, "we lie, and
Philistines for a great struggle, ch. 28:4 lezreel (see on v. 1). On the other side do not the truth." If we keep His com-
and 29: 11 ; Saul’s seeking counsel of the Jordan ; the eastern side of the river. The mandmcnts, and do those things that are
witch of Endor, ch. 28 : 5-25 ; David’s dis- population of Israel dwelt chiefly on the lcasj jn His sight, we shall so know God,
missal from the Philistine army with which western side. '1 he greater part of the north Jhal we sha|j ^ abje t0 lake hold ui>on His
he had marched, owing to the distrust of its of Canaan on both sides of the river was migeg . and whatsovcr we ask, be it for 
leaders, ch. 29 ; and David’s pursuit and thus seized by the Philistines. children, or for childrens’ children, we shall
slaughter of the Amalekites who had at- III. The Triumph of the Philistines, 8»io. recejve 0( Him. There is a mighty con- 
tacked Ziklag in his absence, ch 30. In Vs. 8 10. On the morrow. The desperate nexion between keeping God’s command-
ch 31 the narrative of the Philistine courage of Saul had probably prolonged the ments, so knowing our God that we shall be
invasion, begun in ch. 28, is continued. ’fight till nightfall. Not till morning did the able to lay hold of His covenant, and re 

I. The Death of Saul, i-6. Philistines know the extent of their v;ctnry. ceiving wl atsoever we ask. “What God
V 1. Now the Philistines. The account To strip the slain ; a universal custom in the hath jointd together, let not man put

ol the PhUistine invasion inch. 28: 4 and warfare of those days. They cut off his amndu.” “That, in the ages to come He
29; 11 has prepared the way lor the (Saul’s) head. The king, though anointed of might shew the exceeding riches of His
description of the battle. The Philistines, a God, fared no better than the uncircumcised grace in His kindness toward us through
strong, warlike nation, were, at this time, Goliath (ch. 17: 51 ), when, because of his Jesus Christ ” This passage may well be
Israel’s greatest foe. The men of Israel fled, unfaithfulness, God had forsaken him. To studied along with the 8th Psalm.
The battle was probably fought on the plain carry the tidings (Rev. Ver.) The king’s "And His righteousness unto children’s
of Jeered, a part of the great plain of head and his artnour were the most eloquent children.”
Esdraelon, which runs across Palestine north tokens of the decisive victory (see 1 Chron. This is the clause that makes a parent’s
of Mount Carmel and which has been called 10 : 9). The head was finally fastened in the heart glad, and yet it is a joy with trembling 
"the battle field of Palestine.” For other temple of Dagon (1 Chron. 10: 10). The David rejoiced in it, and yet David's house 
famous battles fought here, see Judg. 4: 13 house of Ashtaroth ; the plural of Ashtoreth was a <ad failure as to his iminedi*
and 5:21; Judg. 7; 2 Kgs. 23:29,30. (the Greek Venus), the chief goddess ol the tendants. The blessing continued in his
Shunem, where the Philistines were encamped, Philistines. Perhaps the plural is used to family, and was continually appearing and
was on the north side of the plain (ch. 28 : denote the many images of the goddess, reappearing in princes after the true type,
4), and Mount Gilboa, on the north western “The house” was probably the temple at until the house was crowned with the coming
slopes of which Saul’s camp was placed, lay Askelon. It was customary to place trophies 0f the Messiah, the prince, as a rod out ol
four or five mile* to the south. The chariots in religious shrines. So David had put the the stem of Jesse. But of none of David’s 
and horsemen of the Philistines (2 Sam. 1 : sword of Goliath in the tabernacle, ch 21 : 0wn sons is it written that they were men 
6) would give them a great advantage in a 9. Reth shan ; a city in the Jordan valley, after God’s own heart. Can we expect to 
battle on level ground with Saul’s army, IV. The Gratitude of Jabesh, 11.13.
which was composed of foot soldiers. The Vs. 1113. Jabesh gilead. Saul’s deed than David himself did?
Israelites seem to have been driven up the 0f splendid patriotism (ch. 11) was now, It is not inconceivable that now, in the 
heights of Mount Gilhoa. after many long years, to bear fruit. Went days of the complete Atonement, and the

Vs. 2, 3. Upon Saul and upon his sons, all night. It was a march of twenty miles, New Covenant, and the rent veil, and the 
For the names of these see ch. 14: 49- and the task must be accomplished while the Great High Priest, who has passed into the 
Ish-hoshcth (2 Sain. 2 : 8) another son of Philistines were asleep. Burnt them This heavens for us, we may be able to get more 
S iu.’i was not in this fight. Slew Jonathan, was not a usual Hebrew custom. It was out of God’s promises than even King David 
There was something seemly about the death adopted in the present instance, to prevent did. Is it not worth while to carefully study 
of this hero. He died fighting bravely, as further insult to the bodies. The tamarisk this point ? and not hastily to conclude that 
was his wont (ch. 14: 1 14), and he died a tree (Rev. Ver.) some well known tree near it is presumptuous to think ol it. David’s 
prince, his father still a king. Archers ; Jabesh. I)avd afterwards removed the bones privileges, though wonderful, are not to be 
literally, "shooters,” “men ol bows.” 1 he to the family sepulchre at Zelah, 2 Sun. 21 : compared to ours.
use ol the bow was general among ancient 12 14. Fasted seven days ; a sign of general This we know, that before David’s time, 
nations. Hit (Rev. Ver. “overtook”— mourning. Compare 2 Sam. 1:12; 3: 35. Jacob prayed his whole household out of the
reached with their arrows). Saul was singled Fur David’s elegy, see 2 Sam. 1 : 19-27. kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of
out as the chief warrior, and the missiles of _______ ^________ light, and God had, as it were, to move
his enemies were aimed specially at him. . o#lldv nn. v-re,#f _ heaven and earth to accomplish the

Vs. 46. Then sa.d Saul. A wicked Bib,c S Verseata ^ and regeneration of his ten prodigal
resolve. Suicide is a coward’s refuge. c* sons. Shall it be thought a thing incredible
(Compare Judg. 9: 54). These uncircum- No. 17. with us that God should do like wonders
cised ; a word of bitter scorn for those not psalm 103: 18. now, and yet greater things than these, in
Jiws Abuse me; with such indignities as RV ANN. Bn-e our Gospel day, to which the promise be-
barbarians, white, black and red in all ages * longs, "I will pour water upon him that is
have been known h inflict on lots. His “To such as keep His covenant, and to thirsty and floods upon the dry ground : I 
arntourbearer would not ; perhaps because those that remember His commandments to will pour my Spirit upon thy seed, and my
sore a/raid of the anger of the people, but do them.” blessing upon thine offspring.”
perhaps also nobly afraid to do wrong. Fell Those who have an interest in the last 
upon it ; an unkmgly and ungodly ending to clause of verse 17 are here distinctly
the life of the God chosen king. The described. It is not said that this clause is
Amalekite who found the king’s body on the the portion of every one that fears God It There is nothing more innocent looking 
field, stripped it and brought the spoil to is not of every believer that it can be said than a charged electric wire, but few things
David in the hope of a reward, gave a dif- with truth, God’s righteousness is upon hit are more dangerous. The other morning I
feront and lying account of Saul’s death, childrens’ children. Of many a real saw a lamp-tender stop at a corner of a
(2 Sam. 1 : 9, 10). His armourbearer.... Christian it has been noticed, that the bless- street, and let down the globe which holds
died with him. Either, being answerable for ing seems to itop short with himself. the electric lamp. He looked at it, but hq

Death of Saul and Jonathan,
S. S. Lessor— 1 Sam. 31 : 1-13. Sept. 6, 1903.
Golden Text—Vrov. 14: 12. There is a 

way which svemeth right unto a man, but the 
end thereof are the ways ol death.
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get more for our children out of the promise
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