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BIBLE LESSONS.

SECOND QUARTER.

(Condensed from Peloubet’s Select Notes.)

Lesson V. May 1. Ps. 51 1413'

THE PRAYER OF THE PENITENT

JOLDEN TEXT

“Createin me a clean heart, O God;
and renew a right spirit within me.
Ps. 51: 10,
EXPLANATORY

1. Have mercy upon me Admitting

everythingcontessing all, and humbling |

himself low before God, he pleads for
mercy,—mercy, simple and pure,—noth
ing else. There is no attempt to excuse
his sin, or to apolc sz for it ; there is no
effort to vindicate his « sonduct ; there is
no complaintof the righteousness of that
holy law which condemned him. It
waa guilt that was before his mind ; guilt
only ; deep and dreadful guilt. It be
ging with the mercy of God. Hope, not
despair, is the mother of godly sorrow
It is not until we see the light shining
above us that we begin to loathe our
dark estate, and receive strength to rise
out of the gloom and climb upwards
NOTE the three words ezpressing God's

forgiving love 1) Merey. Favor and
pity to one who deserves punishment
(2) Lovingkindness What a choice

word is that of our English vemsion, a
rare compound of gprecious things, love
and kindness sweetly nded in one
loving-kindness 3) Tender mercies
The other words are singular, express
ing infinite depth and breadth, as of the
air, or sky, or ocean, measureless and
inconceiveable; this word is in the
plural te express the numberless acts of
mercy to cover uncounted sins.  Accord
ing to Thy lovingkindness. Here again is
& tacit admission of the greatness of his
guilt, as requiring infinite mercy to for
give it. According lo the multitude of
Thy tender mercies. Men are greatly
terrified at the multitude of their sins
but here is a comfort—our God hath »
multitude of mercies. If our sins be in
number as the hair of our head, God's
mercics are as the stars of heaven

SgcoNt. A Pray FOR CLEANSING,
Blot out. Blotting out, “making that
which is done as if it had not been
done,” is capable of two explanations
either (1) it re to erasing from- a
book or tablet what has been written
therein, in which case sin must here be
regarded as a delt entered against the
debtor, and so cancelled by being blotted
out: or (2) it may mean, in & more
general sense, the wiping away of a thing,
and ‘80 its entire removal. My trans-
gressions. Plural, for there were many.
“Nosin ever stands alone; each single
transgression is the mother of many
transgressions ; each is a root of bitter-
whence spring many  bitter
hes, 8o that we cannot confess one
hout confessing many
2. Wash me thoroughly, or perhaps
many times." The verb wash is usec
of the washing of soiled garments.  And
cleanse me frome my xin. At is not the
pnmn)mum he cries out against, but
the sin. The thief loves the plluuh-
though he fears the prison. Not so
David; he is sick of sin as sin; his
loudest outeries are against the evil of
his transgression. and not againat the
painful consequences of it

Trirn, CONFESSION 3. Fo I'his
word does not express the remson why
God should forgive him, but the reasor

why he asks for lorgiveness. [ acknow!

g
2

edge (1 know, | recognize) my transgres
sions.  Primarily this ‘means, “For |
know my transgression No doubt it |

is implied also that he publicly ac
knowledged, i. ¢, confessec

is sin and
his matter But this |

guiltin ngUAg:
primarily contemplates his relationgt
God.  All true « esnion is first to Gog
and then to man, so far a8 he has been
injured -by the sin, The. confessior
should he i the effects th
sin. 7 y i wy sin. Look
ed at in w he sees the separate
acts of which | wul guilty ; look

ed at in another way ho sees m all
knotted® together in one inextricable
tangle of forked, hissing tongues, like
the serpent locks that coil and twist

round a Gorgon head. No sin dwell

alone; the sepurate acts have  dom

mon root lo is matted t
gether like owlh on a stag
nant pond, 8o that by whatever filament
it is grasped. the wholt mass is drawn
toward you. [/ e. That is
my sin plagnes nie, gives me no rest, no
peace,  Oh! those moments in which a
welfis re hideous
thas fne 3

injt
--m.l(nmlm
s are to be explain

fellow-men | the terrible
1

of Wi as sin

allowed up

in that, But thisdeep feeling of
the penitent hea { the heart which
ves God at s, has its root
in oy r i ieh God stands
Ifis croature A win, in and
st guiost God wrong done
neighbor is wrong done o one

e 1 in the image of Gad. That Thow
syent ustijied I make this full

n ool my sins as

4 Thee no that thou may
wtod in the severest inflic

tions upon me.  When Thow speakest, i
when Thou dost spenk as a judge, de
ciding, or, more definitely still, oon
emnir lear when Thou judgest

w being pure and
1o judgment which

RN THEAL

3%, b, Rehol
I was shay viquity, ete. David docs
W0t ean to throw the blame of his sins

upon anotl wid thus to extenuate his
guilt, but to sny that he belongs to a sin
ning rece. He awvas tainted all through

his nature

Ihe word is used to indj
cate the attainment of a newer and
m,,lwr knowledge (Job4: 18; 156: 16
25: 5), as il it had come with something
of surprise on the mind, or were seen
with a new brightness. Thou desirest
truth in the inward parts. Reality, sin-
wnl{', true holiness, heart-fidelity, these
are the demands of God.. Inward parts.
The reins, the seat, according to the
Hebrews, of the deepest feelings of the
heart. The innermost

| Business men w

MESSENGER AND VISITOR

| mind. And in the hidden parts Thou
{-shalt make me to know wisdom. The
| Holy Spirit can write the law on our

hewrt, und that is the sum of practical
wisdom He can put the fear of the

Lord within, and that is the beginning
| of wisdom

Firru, A Praver rvor FoRGIVENESS, |
Purge (cleanse) me with hyssop. A plant, |
| not certainly identifiéd, but “uscd s a

convenient means of sprinkling.”  Used
by the priests in pronouncing ceremon
ially clean one who had been freed from
leprosy (Lev. 14 : 47), or who had been

‘\hm.. lv\ mmm-c with a dead body

l\\\,n)v lHl‘ Of course David
saw in thxn onl y & symbol of the divine
cleansing of his sc from the moral |
leprosy of sin.  Wash me. Of the two
Hebrew words for washing, the one is
here used which describes the cleansing
of clothes which have been pervaded and

stained through by the defilement, not |

the one which speuks merely of
ing the surface. Whiter than the snowu
A natural hyperbole denoting
purity. Snow is white below as well as
on the surface, and thou canst work the
like inward purity in me

8. Make me to hear joy and yladness
Make him hear the voice of forgiveness
which would give him doubl

'y —“joy
and gladness No stinted b lm Awnits
the forgiven one. There are few joys

greater thar
God, and the assurance of forgiveness. It
is the pure air and clear sunshine after a
storm, such as no ordinary day brings
That the bones which Thou hast broken
may rejosce.  The bones, as constituting
the strength and framework of the body
the erushing of the bones being a very
strong figure, denoting the most com
lete  prostration, mental and bodily
fis wounds were no mere nJM
wounds.

0. Hide Thy fa thy face of
wrath ; do not look upon them in anger
or as to bring me into judgment. Blot
owt all mine iniquities. And treat them
as if they did not exist

10. Create. A word always used strict
ly of the creative power of God. (Yeats
in me a clean heart. A holy heart in
which Thy image is restored. A pure
eheart, free from the taint and conscious-

ness of sin. Heart. The centre and |

source of the outward life, the charac
ter, the motives, the love from which
the actions flow as water from a foun-
tain, What David wanted was the
change Christ called a new birth (John
3. 85). Rencw. The word renew a
right spirit, implies a previous posses-
sion of it, interrupted by his _n.-dn.,; to
temptation. A right spirit. A steadfast
8pirit, one thatis firm to faith, not easily
swayed hither and thither through its
own weakness or the blasts of tempt
ation, and therefore also firm and con
stasit in obedience.

11. Cast me not away from Thy pres
ennce. Throw me not away as worthless
banish me nét, like Cain, from Thy face

and favor. Note the likeness between |

this and the resolve of the prodigal son
There is nothing that a good man de
sires more than the prese nce of God, and
nothing that bad men fears more.” Tk
not Thy holy spirit from me. He knew
well the effect-of the withdrawal of God’s

spirit from Saul. How he grew worse |
and worse, how wretched he was in |

mind; how he was continually working
out his terrible fate, till he fell before his
enemies. Again this David prayed
The spirit is here evidently more than a
mere influence; it is an undefinable

something which represents or makes |

effectual the presence of God
12. Restore For he had once knowr

| it, nnd desires to feel it again, 1% Y
| of Thy salvats The joy which comes
{ trom knowing we are saved by God

I It is salvation from from
the effects of sin in sinful
fron

towar
goodness, T willing wpirit refers i
mediately to the spirit of n 1

that spirit as intluenced and guided by
| the Bpirit G Luther somewher
| strikingly illustrates this close and
mate union of the Bpirit of God with th
spirit of man, by saying that t att
under the influence of f i

water heated by fir

13 At ¢t then.
sinner, but the r W
fourid his way A
others.- Will I Fanagress
ways. The Hevrew imiplies  longing

fain teach transgressor Wiy s

a desire 8- oF this anréet el
of spiritual repentance, N
others 8o well as those who | |
experimentally taught ( then
selves.  Huntingd
Saved Sinner, is mi

winning evangelist than cither M

D. D. And sinicers

(or “return unto Th Doubtles

Pealm and the whole of Da
have produced for ma ges the
salutary results in the conversi
transgressors, and so evil has |

ruled for good. Wheneve

revived, then sinners will |

When the church is ) A at

holy, it receivex the largest a
from the world
>
Bad blood breeds div
liseases. Burdock Blood

I
| isheg _boils and blotches ‘
Hinm]!»lu wriging from bad |

Healthy
most important functions of
ecconomy. K. D.C.restores the

to healthy action, amd pr heenlthy
digestion. Try K. D. ¢
Clares lents 1 overt
lergymen, students and overtaxed

onderiul re
cuperative agent in P! \\le s Emulsion
which contains 1M,r.u,u.~ (brain
food) in the most assimilable for

|
To THE DEAF.—A person cured of |
deafness and noises in>the head of ‘Jh]

years’' standing by a simple remedy,
will send a description of it free to any

person who applies to Nicnousox, 80 St.
Sobn St, Montreal.

~— For inflammation, cramps and pains

The mostsecret life of conscience and of

in the apply Dr. Kendrick's

‘White Liniment.

that of reconciliation with |

| days in order to

Purely Vegetable

Establishe

Goughs, Colds, Croup.
WHOOPING COUGH,
CONGESTIOH, ASTHMA, BRONCHITIS, |
IRRITATION OF THE THROAT,

ano

{ ALL THROAT AND LUNG TROUBLES. |

CURES AS IF BY MAGIC

Unprecadonted Success

| proves its reliability

AT ALL DEALERS AND WHOLESALE DRUGCISTS

\H. PAXTOMBAIRD, Proswicron

WOODSTOOK, N8
NOW READY
THE AUTHORIZED

LIFE OF
SPURGEON

FROM THE USHER'S DESK TO
THE TABERNACLE PULPIT,

By Rev. R. SHINDLER, with 3 Portraits of Mr
Spurgeon, Family Portraits, and 60 other Ilus

trations—some full pago— including Mr. Spur

geon's Birthplace; the Stockwell Orphanage; His
Home and Study at Westwood ; Mr. Spurgeon at
Mentone ; and other illustrations of equal interest.
12mo, cloth, $3.00 (sent. postpaid, on recelpt of
price). i

“This is the best biography of the greal London
preacher. It was prepared during his life-time un
der his personal supervision, from material that no-
body could have furnished but himself, and it would
have appeared within a fow woeks if he had lived
Prepared in this way, AX AUTOBIOGRAPRY IN ALL
BUT THE YORM, it may be received as unquestionably
authentic. The 60 |ll\|unlu % add much to the
value of the book."—New York Examiner.

Mr. Spurgeon's review of
(from

acy, and 0 make a history
which would be thoroughly
reliab 0. All who wish &

know what a friend can say

at once get
this Now 4 Life

The issuo of this as boen withheld's fow

lude an account of Mr. Spur

goon's last days and death
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GEO. A. McDONALD,

‘Characteristic.

l’l is characteristic of the House

have only the very best,

ind never deal in what is known

in the trade cheap instruments,

It is characteristic of the Hou
never to ask fancy prices (as some

dealers d

and come down if they

have to) Every instrument

ires at actu.

elling pric whi is always the
vest consistent with quality and
a fair hvar proht
By these and « tr ¢
thods, 1 | built up
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the Dom
I was aw pecia '
I t
fo tr be

THE DIPLOMA

W. H. JOHNSON,

121 &,123 HOLLIS STREET
HALIFAX, N. S

STREAM
DRIVERS.

The }"E"‘,I {nm'n\f Cant Hook

Wo aleo supply 011 Jneket Leather
Soled Rubber Boots

' ESTEY & CO.,

Dealers in Belting, Saws and Mill
Supplies and Rubber Goods
PRINCE WM. STREET, 8T. JOHN
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of tmstimoniaa, Free Address
o WOALD BUILDING, NEW YO
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T

I A certal

| our great citew—n circlo, sdmission into
which in the hope m am of many
wocd i e o woman  whose
charm of nianner ! wise be ex
Fri 1 or Philistine or
re, whe hun the power, even when |
Wk tt ’ ing it in suet
:‘ s fun it offense is impos
It in to ¢} speci

y k this in a
society | stran
m, wnd v y a8 to |

the grandia » the new arrivals
And s it hapy 1one day that s looker
n ank point blank : * How in it
tha w \ ave strong likes
andd dinli 1w are #o keen &
I At in desieabl p this
manner whioh hrings everybady to your
eet 7

In that a trifle strong she lang!

ol B I know what 0 Moar 1

know that peoplo are ab case with
ut I inténd that they ahall be It is
) ! [ gotting the most
11 Joarned it as we

. are really vital

» tence.  You want to ank

ry well | you shall have it all

an 114 yeurs old and with all

Fhikd » seloustoss that wis

New England inheritance

awkward, ahy, tambling over my own
t \ ' see and hear distin

ople, nod ti be

v A Southern gir 1 that age in all
wished for sl was not ; winning
scious, eharming, but that was
anityle & Massachusetts girl of

my generatic
sl wind been bewitched with
the tales of an author, whose name you
must not have, but in whom we all de
llul.(ui To see him was bliss, yet |
trembled as 1 thought -what catastrophe
I might bring upon mysell by my
usual ridiculous shyness My turn
came at'last, and 1 stumbled forward in
an agony of embarmssment, to be met
by a curt little nod and two fingers put
out to me in what seémed absolute in-
solence. 1 had no knowledge of such
methods of greeting. He was half
foreigner, he had lived abroad so long,
and possibly did not realize what those
two fingers represented to me, but |
looked at him confounded, incapable of
taking them, and got back to my aunt
as fast as possible, so disenchanted that
to this day, I cannot hear his name,
without seeing “those fingers, and the
supercilious little look on his face. It
spoiled his books for me, nor have I ever
fully recovered.

“One definite result followed. Then
and there I made up my mind that no
one should ever be made, so unnecessar-
ily miserable by me, and I had an ex-
ample of what might be attained, in the
dear poet who lived near us, ‘and whose
gentle graciousness was absolutely un-
failing. He could not, no matter how
bored, hurt a human soul, and 1 tried to
copy him. And in that process [ began

o learn: other things, till now my creed
or a big bit of it is,—'Every day beauti-
ful as [ go along.’

”Rnlmf’ Hard places? Plenty of them,
child, but always some compensation.
ln hla journal one day the pnvl wrote :

‘We lead but one life here on earth,
We must make that beautiful. And to

do this, health and elasticity of mind are

neediul, and whatever endangers or im
pl’(lln thiese must be avoided.’

‘S0 he learned to extract the best and
brightest from whatever came in his
way. He refosed to bave a common-
place, noisy, unfruitful day. - If those
clements were there he managed to
transmute them into something rare and
precious. He did it by giving the best
of himself as he went along. He was
i1l on the spot,” as the college boys say.

| No two-fingered hand shake for him. He

knew how to sbandon himself to the gift
of the moment, from an oriole’s song to
w lovely sunset, a talk with a friend, a
happy menltime with his children. By
the river or with his book, he gave him-
welf in full and in retorn secrets were his,
andd he received as freely as he gave.
The moral?  Yes, there is always &
moral, but this one does not need words
of mine. What you call my manner,
grew out of the conviction that this is
¢ way o take people as well as life,
nd | have had the richest rewand, In

wt, | sometimes think it is pure selfish
s, L ao enjoy seeing the unfolding
3 v comes, and the sense that |
Ve RO rare Hlower al my own at
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