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OTTAWA, March 21—Two very | he
thoughtful ané well argued addm :

idunwuconvéyédtnmm Greenwn.ys
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howmlﬂshhhpodtlonor

were made in the senate yesterday, one | £rau

by Semator Wood of New: Brunswick,
the other by Senztor NMiller of Nova |,
Scotla. Mr.: Wood’s calm, - judicial
mzamer, his careful study of any mat-
ter’ which he discusees, his entire free-
dom frcm rartizan appeal, always win
fo® him the attention of ‘both udeu of
-the awuse Hk argument  was cﬂeﬂy
s m:. 'that’ u
visable

7 ‘not
made neccsRery by the mults of a
censts, and secondly, an argument to
show that there was no real grievance,
even of ‘a rerty «haracter, to be recti-
fied, and that there was no pretenca,
even by the goverrnment, of any other
scet of injury.

Sewator Miiler's speech was a close-
ly reeexmed argument as to the pow-
ers of the senate and the right of the
scaiators to deal with this c¢lass of
legislatlicn, as to the powers of parlia--
ment to enact a redustribution under
the present circumstances, and asg to
ihe memits of the bill itself. He does
rot held thet the parliament is Wwith-
out r«wer to legislate in this way be-
tween censuses. On the contrary, he
affirms the power of parliament to re-
aistribute at any time, and in this
respcet he does not disagree with the
orinicm of = Englirh counsel obtained
by Mr. Fitzpatrick. But he very
strongly disapproves of the course of
Mr. Fitzratrick in stating a case
witich wes not correct when he sub-
mitted his propositicn in England. It
sc« s that the soljcitor general did the
ithing off his own bat, for the minister
of jusiice had stated that he knew
rothing about it. " At all events, the
rosition of the serate had been gross-
ly musrerresemnted in Mr. Fitzpatrick's
1eference, and the opinion was obtain-
€d vader em absolutely false state-
ment of fthe facts. As to the bill if-
se!f, Mr. Miller read the view he ex-
rresced lest year in aletter to the
Halifax Herald, rcinting ouf, among
ciher things, that wv'hile the measurs
pofensed- to be a fair one, ils unfair-
ness was £hown by the fact vhat 200;-
000 people ¢f <ne political complexion
in cne pert of the province were given
ten representatives, while ihe same
number of people of another complex-
ion in ancther placs were allowed only
four. Two comstituencies which had
committed the crime of rejecting men
who are now ministers, were aboligh-
ed altcgether.

The other speakers
Dendvrand, Senator
Macdceaadd.

were

Landry, Senator

Serator Landry recalled the child
that aljseared last year under the pa-
ternal care of Mr. Mills. It had a
short and pathetic career, and was
burded with appropriate ceremony,
the mimister of justice and the secre-
tery of state acting as chief mourn-
ers. The infant which appeared nine
months leder and was now absorbing

the attemticm «f the house, was almost !

the imege of the dear : ¥ i
ge d departed. It ha'dfand distributed to reliable parties for in-

the same rederrity, and they had given
it the same name. The cast of coun- '

tenamce was the same. Its infant lul- ; published.”’

laby v.as sumg by the same ministers
with ithe same music and the same
words, and if Senator Landry is not a
false prophet, the second member of
the family is destined to the same un-
timely fete as its late brother.

Mr. Davin suggested an adjourn-
ment of the house of commons, not
that he wanted to stop business, but
because he wanted to bring to light
an interesting matter which hhd re-
cently occurred in . the  Northwest.
There is a man named: Edgar Chap-
pelle, who according to a statement
made in reply to a question, is not in
the employ of the department of the
interior, yet Mr. Chappelle appears to
have been under the direction of the
department of the interior €or a time
last autummn, during the progress of
‘the Manitoba election campaign. He
was arrested about eledtion day or
shorily before and interesting docu-
ments were found in his possession.
He seems to have had an interesting
history before his arrest.

In September Mr. J. G. Murriff, land
commissioner, wrote from Ottawa to
Mz. Chappelle, who was thgn at We-
taskiwin, N. W. T\, stating that a pass
would be forwarded for Mr. Chappelle
to come to Ottawa and explaining,
“Your work will be in connection with
the immigration department ' owt in
the Northwest.” A few days after-
wards another letter was wwritten by
Mr. Turriff emclosing a pass by the
C. P. R.,, which seems tio hiave been
chargad to tmmigration. Mr. Chap-
pelle came to Ottawa, remained here
a month, haviog mooms én Slater
street, and represanting himself to be

an immigration agent. ‘While herehe’

received various letters from whe de-.
partment, one of which seéems to have:
contained his appointment as an agent
while anothér advised him to meet
Mr. Sifton at Regina and get funther
instructions. Mr. Sifton was then

ecampaigning in the Northwest as an:

ally of Premlier Greenway.

Mr. Chappelle went back to the west
with letters to Obed Smith end Mec-
Creary, who is a local manager of im-
migration. Alt the end of October M.
Turriff writes from Ottawa to Mr.
Chappelle, who was then at Fleming
in the Northwest, expressing satisfac-
tion that Mr. Chappelle had met Smith
¢nd McCreary and advising him to
take it easy until he should see the
ininister. Mr. Chappelle appeared to
have seen the mvinfister. Then he

t nection between the department

| general feeling towards

g er | €lcotion, and probable changes at the

extant and greatly limited the
pawer of Mr. Greenway to obtain 3
tavw-a.b!e verdict.

Mr. Kelly was cne of these - detec-
tives. He was not long in discovering
 the ectivity of Mr. Chappelle,
found occasion to meet him at his |
hetel. ’l‘hey had several conversationa

tunities to make money, ‘;v"h:rh,th de
tective expressed a desire to do:

“*Weé had a conversation aoout returning
officers and constables. I asked how the
c¢hances . of being caught were, and the ac-
cuged said it would be all right; the con-.
stables and returning officers were all fixed.”

““Again Mr. Kelly testifies that Mr.
Cheppelle eaid:

“I may want to usa you election day. to
get some fellows drunk.”” He said we want
to get some people out of the way entirely
election day.
put any of the Winnipeg boys out of the
way. _The accused said, “W2 will find a
way to knock ,them out. 1 don’t know
whether it- would be better to use straight
laudanum or_ to use capsules.”

The witness contihues:

“1 understood I was to get $5 for the first
vote and $5 for each additional vote. I
krow I was to votée on the government
side. @ The accused said I would probably
bave to change my clothes several times on
election day and disguise myself in various
ways. I replied that I had but one suit
of clothes here. He replied that would be
- all right; he would fix that; ‘that he stood
in with the secret service' people and could
got anything he wanted from them. He
said he would have to change his clothes,
as his was a very conspicuous one and he
-Lad a tip that the police might be looking
for him. The accused was to wear my
coat election day: he wes to shave off his
beard on election day.  Up to the day be-
fore election the accused had a sghort, ful!
geard. The beard disappeared on election
ay."

All this and much more is taken
frem the sworn testimony cf ‘the de-

teotive. The letiers read by Mr. Davin

| were fcund cn the 'accused when he

was arrested. There was also found
en interesting memorandum, prepar-
€d, it would appear, after Mr. Chap-
pelle’s conversation with the ministers
in Manitoba or in Ottawa. It contain-
ed his Jinstructions, which appear on
examination to be scmewhat different
from thcee one would expect of an of-
ficer embarking on his Immigration
service. It ‘menticned, however, tte
fareign  seéttlements and the foreign
element, and thus established the con-
and
the work in hand. Among othar things,
Mr. Cherpelle was to ascertain the
the govern-
ment, scrutinise the votes at the last

next, and especially ‘“the foreizn set-
tlements and their edititude and condi-
ticn and leaders.” He was to arrange
for gelting the voters to the polls, for
sgents and scrutineers and “the work-
ing of the foreign element and natur-
alizaticn where expedient.” Esp-cial
altcrtion would be given to those com-
mittees in diotricts having a large
fcreigr  votirg element, 'so that we
oould obtain and keep that vote.”
Anwng other instructions:

“Campaign literature would be procured

structions and use, and in such of the
rress as could be relied on the work could
be greatly aided by writing inserted and

These quotations are taken from =a
leng merwmamdum found on the pmis-
cner when he was arrested. They suf-
ficiemtly indicate the Kkind of services
that Immdigraticn Agent Chappelle
was expected to perfecrm for the de-
partment with which he was in com-
mur<cation. There were found on him
some dnteresting notes, apparently of
a srecch or an argument that -he was
to nmsske, the hesding. of which were:
“Country Prospercus,” ‘“The Govern-
ment is Geaerous,” ‘‘Davin's Lies re
Supplementaries,” and so on.

The close connection between the
criminal operation performed and at-
tempted in Manitoba and the depart-
ment of the intarior, whose minister
was at the time mamaging the cam-
paign in that provines, is a strong in-
dictment which naturally created some
feeling in the house. Whatever un-
favorable impression it conveyed it
was not dispelled by the remarks of
{the aqating minister of the interior,
Mr. Sutherland. This minister is sup-
posed o be at presamt the campaign
managar’ for the administration. He
may not be shocked by revelations
such as ‘this afiter what has happened
in the Elgins and the Hurons under
the operations 2f the machine which
iS 80 mear and dear to him. Still as a
minister of the crown he might be ex-
pected to take a serious view of such
& serious matter. But Mr. Sutherland
expressed regret ithat Mr. Davin
‘should wasts the time of the house
by reading such trash.” How could
anybody  kmow that the papers read
by Mr. Davin were the ones found on
Chappeile? How could anybody know
that Chappelle’s papers had any con-
neotion  with the minister of .the. de-
partment? How conld anwbody be-
1eve & word' m or sworn by a
Yamkee detective hired and paid to
fobtein information for a party? . Of
courss he . was obliged to make some
report for his money. IL.et Mr. Davin
make his charges and the govern-
emt will hiave thewmn investigated at
once.

“As you 'do the West Huron
charges,”” remarkad the member
across the house.

And Mr. Davin sa.ld that he 'hovught
it sufficient to place the documents
befors pariiament, some of them be-
ing in dhe haemdwriting and over the
signatures of Mr. Sutherland’s own

officersandall of than showing a very

am.l

I said drinking would never’

m
- for a clnmxe ln bﬂokkeuplnc #t was
.rather largar.. The m«»m aotﬂ,,
% mniﬂon on the lmports

Dert' 1

him yesterday
' | ' mcre uaatul, it rerhaps léss impressive

~anc spectacular task. He gave the
hcuse a careful and apparently rigid -

- and sciendific anulysie of Mr.. Fielding’s

‘statements and presented much
tully.
mere

dedadl, the finanaial
ation of 7

country. i

This sccmed to be the more neces-
sery as Mr. Fielding ‘neglected . to
show t{he house any” Dart of the shield
except the gold side, His compari-
sons were only those whirtx reflected
credit on ‘the present ministry. His
statistics were expurgated. HiS re-
turns were either colored by . talse sug-
swtwna or by omission, so thmt as
Mr. Foster . said, any -stranger who
heard that epeech ' would go away
with sn entirely lr.adequate idea of the
state of ‘affairs. The udget speech
¥vas not an exposure of the exact gitu-
ation, but an appeéal leading up to ‘the
| endless refrain: “Is not this great
: byltm ;hot I_ H‘:Ye bnﬂd'

&n ;
ture accounfs ‘of this year, the e!fect»
of the tariff on home prices, emnd fer-
eign markets, ithe possible results of
the Trinidad prcposal, and of the ad-
ditional preference now proposed, thc
characier of the immigration and the
countries fiom which it comes, the
conditione on waich the arrangements
ekcut Canadian securities as  trust
funds have been made, the possibil-
ities ¢f the beet sugar business, which
is mentioned in the tariff. These ex-
planations miéght reasonably be asked,

but have not come.

Instead of sthem, we have a good deal
of beasting over the tifty millicn dol-
lar revenue, every boast cheered by
members who used to dencunce the
late government for raising thirty-six
wiilicns.  Thed have the additional
expenditure slurred over amid ap-
plause from members who' complained
in «wther days .of an expenditure many
millions lower, who denounced
a ocabinet of fourteen ministers, and
now . ere satisfied with a  cabi-
net of sixteen. Even Mr. McMullen
joined 4n the cheering of the sixteenth
mirister, who holds what he formerly
called ‘“a useless department to pro-
vide a resting place for the balance
of kis life to the hen. gentleman who
row coccupies the office, and who is
drawing $7,000 a year for doing noth-
ing.””. The wovrds are Mr. McMulien's
and the office is now held by Sir Rich-
ard Cartwright, who a few weeks ago
at M:ssey Hall stated that he was
simply ‘“an oniosoker con the govern-
ment.”” We have the beast of a sur-
plus of ncarly five millions for last
vear and another «f over seven mil-
licms this year, all applauded by mdn-
isters svch as Mills, who declared in
oher years that every dollar of sur-
plus was draproperly taken out of the
pcckets of the people.

Arpiying to 1he case the woirds used
by €ir Richard Cartwright in other
years this government is taking from
the wege esrners $6,000,000 more than
is right, thus filching from the pockets
of the farmers and laboring classes
mcere tham a dollar a head every year.
The total expenditure, which was $42,-
000,000 in 1892, @&nd-less than that in
1896, averaged from 1892 to 1£96, $42.-
141,763. Immediately after the change
of goverrment this began to go - up,
and in 1899 reached $51,543,600. This
includes both capital and current ex-
penaiture. The current expenditure
alone has increased from an average
of 37 and a quarier millions +in the
last five yecrs of the late government
to fcriy-two millions in 1899, and a
million mc¢re the current year. In
comparirg the total expenditure, .Mr.
Fieeter pcointed out that Mr. Fielding
after he ‘came in had changed the ac-
counts of 1896 by charging to the ex-
penditure of that year over two mil-
lion dollars of an cld River St. Law-
rence cleim which was incurred in
1882, and of which Mr. Fielding has
rot yet paid g single dollar. Taking
the whole expendifure, it came to this,
that ihe goevernment had pushed up
the outlay by $800,000 the first year
(Guring which Mr. Fielding expilained
that he had. not full control of the fin-
emnces) by $3,182,600 1the second year, by
$9,400,000 the third year, and, accord-
ing to the present estimates, by $10,-
908,237 in the fourth year.

The average ‘expenditure per head
for the people of Canada ‘the four
years of 1892-1895 inclusive was $8.41,
in 1896 it was $8.14, then it went up to
$8.28, $8.63, $9.72 and for this current
year away above $10. .

Mr. Fielding miade an ingenious cal-
culation to show that he had not ip-
ocurted es mmuch debt annually during
the past three years as had been in-
curred by the late government during:
their term of office. But Mr. Fielding
hias mot built a. Canadian Pacific rail-
way and has not taken over ten mill-
ifon dollars of the provincial debts.
What @s more impontant he has added
faxes enough to pay his whole capital
expenditure. He claims that on the
maiter of debt he comes out $11,000,-
C00 better inthe three years than Mr.
Foster did in his last three years.
Bult Mr. Foster shows that he has add-
ed over . $18,000,000 to the taxation in
those three years, and on  his own
showing is itherefore $7,000,000 worse
off ithan he ought to be. Mr. Fielding
preservas ithe Jduties on. breadstufrs
and on fuel which Sir Richard Cart-
wright not long ago declared to be
“odious taxes, never imposed by any
clvilized country.”

Mr. Foster went on to show some of
the dincreases in expenditure wunder
this governmeat. It costs them a
third of a million more, to carry the
debt, seven per cent. moreforjxmug;e
23 per cant. more for arts, etc., one per
cent. more for civil government, 110
per ceut. more for immigration, 42 per
eent. more for guaramtine, 12 per cent.
more for Indians, 84 per cent. more for
miscellancous, 8 per cent. more for
‘penitentiary, 12 per cent. more for
pensions, 4 per cent. snore for super-
enmation, 16 per cent. more for cus-
toms, and so on. Accordingly, while
the late government had reduced the

the finance minister, a.n,u m, 4 :

e to
of

“have passed through Canada in tran-

age du.ty paid, we nwturnlly cut down
the rate of duty, because this corn
eomeuhtree. Under the late govern-
ment cora was not  jmeluded in the
free list, and corn exporbed was not put
down as goods emtered for consump-
tion. If the proper correctfon is made
the average rate of duty last year
would not be 16.70 but 17.86, which is
higher than the rate in 1892 or 1893,
or 1894, or 1895. 5

..'

average duty ot 30.2 per cemt. on Brit-
ish goods this government claimed to
have taken ‘a quarter of the duty off
the most of those articles. But un-
fortunately we do not find the aver-
age duty cut down to 221-2 per cent.
On the comtrary it remains 29.62 per
cent., a reduction not of seven per
cent. but of the half of one per cent. |
Mr. Foster wants to know what is the .
maftter with the preference tariff that
it works out in this absurd way. Of |
course the fact is that the govern-
‘ment put on the duty first before they
took any off.

—

On the question of the prosperity of
the country Mr. Foster dees not con-
tradiat the finance minister. We have
no blue ruin orators now. He could
have used 'the' ancient ' Cartwright
argumsnt that bank discounts are the
evidence of debt and trouble and not
of prosperity. The savings bank de- |
posits are ‘only’' signs of borrowed
money already buried by the govern-
ment in public works. But Mr. Foster
does not choose to talk like this, and
Sir Richard, aeccording to Mr. Foster,
has found that “the sweets of office
modify the asperitias of other days.”
Nevertheless Mr. Foster corrected ‘the
finance minister by showing' that he
was computing as the trdade of ' the
country all' the foreign ' amticles that

sit. and (had taken no account of in-
creased walues. ' An interesting cal-
culation based on Bradstreets’ index
of prices showed that the same goods
importad or 2xported in 1895 would not
be worth as much by 47 per cent. as if”
they had been moved in 1890, and that
the imports and exports of 1895 at the
prices of 1890 would have been worth
$238,000,000, or 17 per cent. more than
the value as recorded in the return.

We all have pride and a sense of
gratitude over this increased trade,
said Mr. Foster. It is the glory and
pride of the liberal conservative party
that they stood firm in that period of
preparation while the tramsportation !
routes were organized to open up our
western country and while our indus- |
tries were firmly  established so they
could now take advantage of the
growing demand and the increased
prices. Had the late zovernment re-
mainad in power the exports from the
mine would have increased from $8,- i
000,000 to $13,000,000, as they have under |
the present government. We would !
have sold as, much animal products '
and agricultural products, and Mr. .
Foster admits that probably the sale
of fish would have fallen off no less
than- it did last year. That being the .
case, he wan*s to know why Mr. !
Fielding should waste a budget !
speech in trying to convince the peo-
ple that this gzovernment has done it
all. And if he did show it he ought
to explain that this government is
responsible for the fact that last
year’'s exports were less than the year
before, though Mr. Foster oandidly
admits that one reason for it is the
lower prices for some classes of farm
products. This government has found
no market that Canada did not have
before. It has spent a large sum on
canals, but not a single canal route
has been opemned for traffic ¢that was
not opened to the same depth before
the change of goverament. They have
not completed a single line of railway
or opened up any <counfiry. ‘What,
then, have they done to increase
trade? Mr. Dobell’s bottle necked
ships are not ploughing the ocean.
The most that this government can
say is that its members have left un-
disturbed the protective policy whieh
they deaounced, used the transporta-
tion routes which they formerly ridi-
culed, carried on 'the policy of cold
storage and dairy devalopment which
they formerly held up to scorn.

Mr. Foster has some criticism to
make of the preference tariff inasmuch
as it makes no distinction of articles,
giving the same cut on jewelry and
gcld watches, ¢n silks and laces, as
it does on ithe che¢aper goods neces-
sory to the subsistence of the poor.
He has alsc some fear that it may
sirike the Canadian industries, but
this point will be more fully discussed
in the details.

Mr. Foster’s speech contains prob-
ably the best collection available of
the striking declarations and promises
made by ministers in cther days. . It
is parﬂcu!srly happy in the comuner-
cial urdon deliverances of Sir Richard

Csrtwright, who over and over again ['
expressed his willingness to digerim-
inate segainst Ergland, and asked Eng-
land’s friends that they should tell
bim vhat England had ever done for
Canada to require concessions cn our
rart. “We owe nuthing to Eggla.n
was Sir Richzrd’s declaration, “except
fergiveness.” He went on te say that
Canadians would have been better off
if they had cast their lot in with,the
United States. This is not the song
that Sir Richard sings now, but Mr.
Fester says that the miniSters sing
the present song on the same prin-
ciple as they did the old one. The
old ¢ne was used in the hope that
they might get in on it, the new ome

! its discriminations,
! tricities and contradictions contains the
, one governirg feature that they ars |
+ all calculated to make gain for the
. SLYErDRDt party.

s.rd plattoun 'rhe'y
out of coffice as

will continve to %’
and for imperial :

eITment mey come or go.
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l‘ms‘ %6 some ¢stent deserted Sir Rich-
srd Cartv.right.  When the minister
of trade ard commenrce spake at Mas-
sey Hall a few morths" ago, hé was
orked about eenate reform and an-
swered by expressing his frust that
Propvideace would take care of the
senate.. By this lLe was understood
to mean that Proevidence would in due
time lmu cﬂf the tories,

ernment haa been APPH

grits to the senate, and yet the gerry-
méander bill was thrown out yesterday
by a vote of 41 10 19,  Tthe majority

{ of 22 is the same as the majority last

year, ttouvgh, as Sir Richard Cart-
wright would say, Providence has
teker: care of a mumber of senators
i sirce that time and the government
bas made many appointirents.

The rriristcr of justice closed the
debete with a somewhat unsatisfac-
teey speech, in which he hardly got
over bis argument made in = fcrmer
vears egaimst interference with the
cuusiitpercies except under the clause
of the constituticn which only allows
it to be done every. ten years. Mr.
Millls complains that when ths- con-
servatives are in power there is only
one house of parliament, while under
a liberal rule there are two. Appar-
ently he is anxious that there should
be cnly one yet, for he strongly urges
the senate should not interfere -with
the measure that has passed the com-
ncms. He made the same argument
in respect to the Yukon bill, the rejec-
tion of wkich has saved for the public
four million acres of Yukon gold
lerds. He made it in favor of the
Drummond bill, whose rejection saved
the country over a million dollars, in-
cluding 'a half a'million saved that
wculd have gone ' to the Drummond
Ccmpany, and $6,000 a vear and heavy
annual maintenance chirges to: the
Grand Trunk., He makes the  same
argument now . in favor of a gerry-
mwander wkich: professes to restore
county bcundaries and leaves county
bcurdaries broken; which professes to
adjvst the wzepresentation equitably
and leaves some constituencies with
three times as many pecople as others:
vhich professes cnly to remedy wrongs
created by olker bhills and yet dis-
turbs constituencies that have stood
for half a century;'which professes to
establish 2 rrincple and yet appiies
one system to cne place and another
elsewhere; which professes to. call in
judges and yet Limiis their scope to

: cne province out of the four concerned,

and which in all ite features, in all
in all its eccen-

This precious bill
Mr. Mill's requires the senate to ac-
cept in a nen-partisan spirit, though
he krows that ¢nly a government par-
tisan could accept it at ail.

Wihile Mr. Mills wes trying (o limit
the powers of the sonate, M., Charlton
was interfering with the tim~ honored
rights of the members of the commons
to make long speeches. He addressed
the hLe«nse for three-quarters . of an
hour in support of the theory that
epceches of great length were a waste
of time. Mr. Charlton not only wants
specches to be shertened, but he de-
sires fewer of them, and suggests
varicvs closure 1cgulations such es
are dn use in-the Urited States. In

congress specches on amendments are.

limited to five minutes, apd divisions
are set dewn for fixed tiraes. of
course memb<rs of congress can bor-
row each other’s 1ime so that a man
may incur two or three hours’ debt
by generous lendings c¢n the part of
his friends. ' But Mr. Charlton finds a
limit evem under this process.

Mr. Lariviere, the French member
for Manitoba, who weighs 256 pounds
and supports the opposition, came to
the house laden with the poducts of
many hours’ invastigation. ' He ‘told
the meecting how long each session had
been from 1876 to the present time,
and how long the average gittings per
day for each session were. He knew
how many days ‘n each session the
house! haﬂ gat for more " than seven
hours, {what' ‘were the shortest and
whigit ‘the longest sibtdncs of each year,
‘The conclusion from his investigation
was that parlivment is no more loqua-
cious than it used to be.

Mr. Charlton says it is, and he even
goes so far, as to complain. that it is
more idisorderly and less businesslike
during the last two years than ever
it was before, which, a¥ Mr. Davin
points out, is a strong reflection om
tthe premier, who is leader of the
house.

Mr. Ball of Prince Edward Island
Seems : to be in: favor of shorter
Speeches, which is consoling, in view
of the fact that he has been one of
ﬂxelongectspeahawd any of the
Junior members. m!sdetn.tesband?
over for next week, by which time the
premier will perhaps hiave made up
his mind whether he favors long
Bpeeches or shomt omes. It is fair to
say thiat Sir Wilfirid himself is a short
speaker.

The franchise bill is still failing to
et in its work. ‘There are 65 con-
stituencies in Quebec, and as yet 25
lists from ‘that province are not print-
ed, while severml places have not yet
sent in the list. The local officers are
supposed to have. completed the lats
by the of April, and the law re-
quires to forward the document
within tendanys. Itisnowww,;

*

w'ha,tever gov- |.

Providerce{

mpiablow,Suntsaah.
Stnirmsnmhemofmmp.

three or four days of a year after the
time, and ‘still they are not ready.

Yet the government has expended $9 -
829 in proocuring these lists and $17,274
in.- printing them. It tums out that
the present franchise law, while much
less satisfactory than the old ome, is
not leas expemsive. Both had to be
| pald for before the lists were printed,
but urder the cld system the people

3, 808 thetr lts far dheir money.

8. D. 8.

OTTAWA, March 30.—Sir Richard
Camtwright holds a portfolio which he
himsel has declared to be useless, and
which Sir Charles Tupper thinks he
has made more go. No werk is don:
by the mirdster of trade and commerce,
who gets $7,000 a year and his ses.-
sional indemrity for making an annual
specch dn reply to Mr. Foster's budget
eriicism. It is Just to Sir Richard to
sy that fn 1897 end 1298 he mad.
Tatiling geed speeches.  They were
perbeps not very useful as arguments
or remorkably instructive, but they
were lively and interesting, full of neat
erigrams and of invectives which werc
flerce tut not malignant. Yesterday
Sir Richard did not &arn his $7,000. His
speech beginning ¢n Tucsday took up
the afternoon of Thursday, with a
good slice of the evening. It cameo
chrse to four rours in length. Sir
Rictard began with a vehement a:-
tack cn Mr. Foster for the “everlast-
ing” lengih of his speeches. What is
worse, Sir Richard, usually the easiest
to Usten to of any of the ministers,
was absciutely tedfous. He wandered
vaguely ard irreschutely from roint to
point, his neat expressions got to be as
far apart as the 4arinks at the cele-
brated interview teiwecen the Carolina
governors. His perfods of abuse inter-
vened every two or three minutes, but
lacked the vsual wversatility of ideg,
variety of form and felicity cf expres-
&icn. More than a dczen times, in ex-
actly the same fcrm, Sir Richard said
that Mr. Foster *“éid not know wha!
he was talking about”” The words
“ignorant,” “stupid,” ‘“‘unlearned,”
came in Lot euccesgicn. In short Sir
Richard eccided in the manner which
would bave been regarded as dreary
cemmon-rlace in a £chool meeting row.
After the defeat ¢f the BMackenzie
government, when ¢£ir Richard was
wicrkin® ocut his revenge on Sir Lein-
ard Tilley, he was wont to use abusive
terms in generous profugion. But then
he fcund time to invent new and origi-
nal cenlumely and to infuse a certain
variety of picrurcaqueness into his

. &ir Richzrd’s

 opinion,

vituperation. Can it be that age is
withering and custom making stale
infnite variety?

The minister of trade is no longer at
hcme when lve gets down to details of
criticism. He does best when he
throws away his nctes and launches
cut into a whirlwind of exaggeration
and contemptuous epithéts. Yester-

i day he had the exaggeration and the
i epithets, but they were mixed up with

a emall kind of verbal criticism and
lcng and dreary searches for, errors i
Mr. Feeter's stetisties. Sir Charles
Tupper seems to be right when he says
that after all was over Mr, Foster's
criticism remainéd unshalter:d and in
1.0 wey diescredited. Ome error only
Sir Richard triumphantly discussed.
It was.a mistake in copying, which Mr.
Foster himself had detected the dav
befcre and had brought to the atten-
ticm of the house. Apparently Sir
Richard was not in at the time, and he
crered a furious fire upon Mr. Foster
for this mistake of three per cent. in
cne year’s taxaticm. After he had gone
on for @ time Mr. Foster explained
Lkew the mistake cecurred, and re-
merked that he had himgelf set it right
24 hcurs before. Whereupon Sir Rich-
ard enlarged for a considerable space
cn the awful stupidity, the dense ignor-
smnce, the uiter reckleéssness and the
therough dncapacity of a -man whe
should have read this figure wrong in
herdling & mass of statistics, and in-
cidentally informed the houss that the
late ministers were miscreants.
i

Sir Richard begam on Tuesday with
a. suggastion that Mr. Foster’s illnes:
on budgat day was pretended in order
to give him time to prepare his reply.
Sir Charles regarded this as about the
miost ‘ungenerous charge that he had
ever heard in parliament, and also @
very unwise one. - Mr. Tarte is awa)
in Europe on the plea of ill heaith, just
when it would be convenient to the
house to overhaul some of his con-
tracts. « Mr. Sifton is away getting
his deafness cured ' just at a time
when the Yukon scandals are calling
fcr investigation. Sir Richard’s sus-
gestion about Mpr. Foster was, under
these circumstances, aflittle dangerous.
The minister of trade declares that
the - people:of Canada. do not care &
cent about perceantages of taxation, o
ali Mr.. Foster's trade and revenue
statistics, so' long as they know that

ace gurpluses within the treas-

ury, and incrsase in ‘trade, and the
British producer is able to sget
goods into Camada by paying (W0
dodlars, while the WAmericans would
hiave to pay three doMars. Working
this out, Sir Richiard concludes that
the British producer saves the dollar
and the Canadian consumer also gets
i, ‘which appear to be somewhat con-
tradictory comclusions. He also ©X-
plains the enormous increase of our im-
ports from the United States by say-
lmﬂlbltwehzweratlaatgota. ‘re-
venue tariff.”” The oid tariff, in his
‘was_largely prohibitory, and
the present tariff is working out dif-
ferent results. It would appear from

tihis thiat in apite of the preference, We
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