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At 2.30 p.m. the Synod re-assembled for business.
The Metropolitan took the chair and read his Address as 

follows.
JHB METROPOLITAN’S ADDRESS.

Eight Reverend and Reverend Brethren, and Brethren

or the Laity :
When I look around me at this imposing and influential 

Assembly, and ccunpare it with that which met here in 
solemn conclave sixteen years ago, I feel very thankful for 
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infancy ; and it then met to organize, to frame rules for self 
government, and to form a constitution in accordance with 
Apostolic precedent, but adapted to the existing ago and to 
local circumstances. We were like men at the ocean brink, 
surveying the future with deep interest, but cautious as to 
each step wo were taking, whilst confident in the unerring 
chart by which our course was steered. To-day however the 
Synod meets in its completeness, full of hope and expectation, 
having learnt experience by the trials which it has passed 
through ; the goodness' of God by the generous support 
which He has vouchsafed; and mutual confidence by the 
exercise of brotherly feelings towards one another.

Thanks to him who then filled this chair so wisely, so 
patiently, and with such consummate tact, there is little 
loft for me to do but to follow in his track, and to endeavour, 
however imperfectly, to carry out the broad principles 
which he laid down ; and little for you to do but to put in 
action that machinery which was then constructed. But 
let us not suppose that wo meet to-day with all our perils 
post, or with one whit the less need of Divine guidance than 
we had in those earlier times. We need it as much as ever, 
and God is as ready to bestow it.
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