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RY She was not prepared for this, and did 

not know what to say. Something prompt
ed me to cross the room toward her. She 
allowed me to take her hand.

“Kate,” I continued, “I love you too well 
to tell you a lie. They are rubbish 
tul rubbish. I did not know whose they 
were. If you had shown them to me be
fore, they need never have been reviewed at 
all, here or anywhere. I love yoi 
would not have told you a lie about them 
no, not to win you for myself forever. Do 
you believe that, Kate?”

She had let the miserable paper fall into 
the fender, and her head was turned from 

“Yes, - I believe you,” was all

took her hand once more.and we both stood 
over the mantle-piece watching the paper 
writhing in the flame.

“Etheridge gave me your book," I said.
Her hand tightened involuntarily on mine. 

She was about to say something angry. ! 
but 1 checked her. “He, too, loved you,”
I said, “and all is fair in love and war, 
they say. Never mind him, what about me 
Am 1 to be forgiven ? Can you forget this 
miserable affair ? You are the only friend I 
have in the world. Is this to.part us?”

She said not a word, but gazed into the

MY LAST PROPOSAL. name stuck to him, for it was appropriate. 
He lived a gay, reckless sort of life, and 
was always talking of marrying money, or 
going out to the Cape, as the only alterna
tive to the bankruptcy court ; but I believe 

comfortably off. I liked him. I 
thought him as one of 
like to remember him as 
even now, for I believe he was my friend in 
those days, as far as such a man could be 
anybody’s friend.

I do not know what there is about the 
small hours of the morning, or whether 
sympathy is an absolute necessity to a lover 
but within ftvofninutes we were talking of 
Kate Winterton.

“A tine woman ? I should think she is,” 
cried Harold enthusiastically, “and a fine 
fortune too.”

“Bright, witty, good-tempered and pleas
ing, if not pretty,” I added, continuing my 
description.

“Why, you might be in love With her, 
Penrose, to hear you talk 

It was very foolish 
lovers are foolish, and
morning, of course I did not know then 
that Harold was my rival. Had I sus
pected it I think I should have entered a 
nolle prosequi and dropped my suit, leav- 

In legal slang, his case was not on “all ing him a clear field. After all it was, per- 
fours” with mine, and i knew that Mrs. haps, only a natural effect of my ailment 
Winterton and I could easily refute what that i should long to tell some one my 

may call fallacy, if we wished to do sr.. secret. The glory of a secret lies in im- 
wish to? and why should w< : parting it. Keeping a secret is very poor 
l'heee were the questions troub- fun, and I have no secrets at 2 o’clock in 

the morning it is a sympathetic hour 
rose and stood hy the tire.

“Harold, old hoy, I've something to tell 
1 am in love with Kate Winterton !"

tender consciences and tougher hearts.
On Sunday morning 1 rose early. I had 

not slept well—1 do not wish to pretend I 
had, neither did I eat a good breakfast, but 
I was awake to the necessity of dressing 
carefully—and this I did. I strolled north
ward toward Park Crescent, where Mrs. 
Winterton lived ; all the good people were 
coming out of church, and the dinners were 
coming to meet them out of the bakehouses. 
It was a clear frosty morning. Every one 
seemed cheerful and contented 
never known London to he so bright and 
happy. As for me, I walked on air, erect, 
with swinging steps, smiling pleasantly at 
the passers by, for I did not know what 

before
Of course Mrs. Winterton was at home to 

me, just ns she had been for the last ten 
was there,
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EI had giade other declarations of love, 
^rall of them unsuccessful, I was glad to think, 

and yet here I was at forty—well, let us 
say between thirty and fort)7,—shivering on 
the brink of another proposal. I had just 
eftme home to fny rooms in Kings Bench 
Walk aft< r dining at 
course I had met Mrs. Winterton there ; of 
course I had taken her into dinner—the 
world we both'lived in was always bring
ing us together in that, sort of way,—and 
•equally, of course, I was soon dreaming 
over the fire, of her slim, taut little figure 

dainty black setting. I had always 
liked the name of Kate, I thought; it was 
homely, comfortable, and yet not common
place. Yes, it would do very well. 
Neither had I any narrow-minded aversion 
to widows. I felt that if Mrs. Winterton, 
who had tried the holy estate of matrimony 
once, cared to try it again, it was scarcely 
for me, who had no experience, to raise 
objections. I had always regarded Weller 
the elder as a dull man of blunted senti-
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Sundaye at this hour. No one 
and she would he down in a minute. Jane 
smiled at me as usual, for I was a very 
regular visitor, and remembered Jane 
handsomely in my Christmas boxes 
walked through the drawing-room into the 
boudoir, where I was privileged to enter. 
She would come there I knew. A copy of 
the “ Slasher ” was lying on the table—cut 
too, I noticed. I wondered if she had read 
my article on “ Romola, ” it was a careful, 
well-considered thing, I thought. She used 
often to say she could tell my hand 
Poor Kate !
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nients, who somewhat deserved his fate. 
The exigencies of his profession, too, were j 
not calculated to promote connubial bliss.POWDER

“Kate,” you heard what I said just now. 
I have told you 1 love you. May I come 
hack when this is past and forgotten and 
say this to you again ?”

The ashes had whitened in the flames and 
burnt into nothingness ; and she

the moment she entered, that 
thing was amiss. Women can hide 

everything but tears. I remember hearing 
an American girl say she envied a baby in 
its power of crying an hour or two and 
turning up fresh at the end of the bout. 
From a feminine point of view the accomp
lishment is undoubtedly 
Wc tried to talk, but it was a failure 
dare say I was nervous, but then so was 
Kate. She was quite distraite, and not. in 
the least lier own bright self. Instead of 
our usual frank, open conversation, it was 
the weather and Disraeli’s last good tiling.
I was determined to break through her re
serve. My eye caught the “ Slasher ” lying 
open hy her side.

“ Well, Mrs. Winterton, you have been 
reading the “Slasher, ” I see?”

She darted a keen look at me, and with 
îetliing of her old fire,but with a trace of 

bitterness in the laugh that accompanied 
her answer, she replied, “ Oh yes, 1 have 
read the 1 Slasher.’"

“ Did you look at ‘Romola ?’ ”
“ No, I only read one thing, a short 

notice of some poems or something, " she 
said, taking up the paper aud looking at it 
carelessly.

I rose and seated myself 011 a chair 
slightly behind her.

“ 1 can show it you, ” 1 said, “ Sighs 
From My Heart.”

“ Did you write that review ?” she said, 
half rising and bending forward to make up 
the fire.

I could not sec her face, or 1 might have 
been tempted to tell a lie.

“ Yes, I wrote it,” I said. “ It’s smart ; 
don’t you think so ?”

“ It is smart, she replied, after a pause, 
as though she was reading it over again— 
“very smart."

“ I’ll lend you the book to look at, 
continued. “ It’s the greatest trash you 

Awful rubbish.”
“ Thank you," she answered coldly, still 

reading the. paper, with her face turned 
from me.

“ Such irresistibly comic stuff, that "To 
My Hero !” I couldn’t help quoting the 
refrain

But did 
wish to ? 
ling my mind at this moment.

1 was too old to pretend to a mad, dcs- 
Kate wq-s too sensible, 
almost al ine in the world, 

and this, I think, had brought us closer to- 
ther and made us rather like old friends

UC STORE.
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turned her face up towards mine.
“You may slay and say it now, My 

Hero,” she whispered with a smile, ami the 
suspicion of a twinkle in her bright eye. 
And it was thus 1 made my Last Proposal.

unci. ring passion, 
t wc were bothliu

The Saxon nearly dropped his pipe. He 
gave a long whistle and said nothing 
was disappointed : I expected congratula
tions, pleasant laughter, good wishes— 
something.

After a moment's silence he said, with 
hesitation, “You haven’t actually proposed,

♦iworth acquiring
I1Simmenced :an new acquaintances 

She was bright, 
yes I think, she was pretty 
nice little fortune, too, people said, but I 
had charged myself a bund 
caring for that, and always acquitted my
self honorably with cheers in court. I did 
not lack money; my wants were few, and I 
could supply them without painful 
ions labor. No ; 1 was in love with Kate 
Winterton, that was the fact, let me face it 
bravely.

Lighting a candle, for the shaded lamp 
insufficient for my purpose, I

♦witty, cheerful, and— 
She had a
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‘X< Not one knows but you, and 
mischief I told you I don’t know,”

<», 1 
the

secretion

I ad.lctl testily. His coolness irritated me.
“By George ! old fellow, I’m sure I wish 

you much joy. Ber. diet Redivivius !" He 
laughed heartily and shook me by the 
hand. The Saxon was himself again and so

“Ah ! Harold,” I said, “I hardly know 
now whether I shall ever tell her. Let me 
see, this is Monday night.”

“Tuesday evening, you
“Yes, yes

day; I have a week before me yet. Ah, my 
hoy, give me your good wishes on Sunday, 
‘the butter the day, you know.’” I shook

hoes*
rose and

looked into the mirror over the mantel 
The candle made the worst of 
I thought; it seemed to bring out

air prices will 
ver. We are 
ng shoe busi- 
n because our 
le and stylish, 
:asonable.

things,
all the lines in my face, and there certainly 
were a good many firmly etched on my fore ! Not only did the excellence of 

tistic display of Millinery please, but 
selected stock of imported German-madeI shall not see her until Sun ♦The Massachusetts cranberry growers 

report a good crop.
It. it. It. Stood the Test. : Mantles and Jackets :

J called for the many flattering remarks for tHeiv ele ^ 
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But where is the harm in a few lines in a 
man’s face? They give it character. And 
when I looked at my features, there was no 
doubt about it ; they were clean-cut, 
shapely well, 1 might almost say, hand
some. My mother had said it—1 was her 
only child
are tilings one learns from one’s parents 
that are never forgotten in after life. So 
far 1 was 
ably, if not 
the candle above my head it shone upon a 
wider parting than was either necessary or 
ornamental, Jackson, the hair dresser, used 
to say, v ith a professional sniff of sympa
thy. “Ay, sir, them barristers’ wigs do 
bring the air oil";” but he knew as well as I 
did that I Hid not. put my wig on twice a 
year, having, indeed, 110 occasion to do so. 
.So 1 lowered the candle hastily, and then, 
stepping hack a few paces, took a long look 
at myself, . deciding that my moustache 
fairly cancelled the parting, and that 1 felt 
happier with my figure in the middle dis
tance than I had in the foreground. I have 
heard people call 
said 1 was dull; one or two -chiefly those 
whose books I had reviewed—said I was 
stupid, meaning by that honest. Well, 
well, 1 said to myself, taking a last look in 
the glass, tilings might have b
a man who is over for-------
thirty ami forty.

I made up my tire and lit my pipe again. 
Kate liked tobacco, 1 thought to- myself 
with a smile, or the thing would never do. 
Then 1 began to dream again, 
would propose to Kate. “Propose !” 
very word called up a host o( memories 
had proposed before this, I began to recol 
lect, ami had been rejected. Well; that

1 tried every known remedy I could think 
of for rheumatism, without-giving me any 
relief, until I tried Burdock Blood Bitters, 
which remedy I can highly recommend to 
all afflicted as T

him by the hand again. He was not very 
enthusiastic, hut he listened to ivy garrul
ous ravings and that was all I wanted then. 
“1 feel young again," I continued, “and 
when I think of her loving face and sweet 
gray eyes------

< iug ! gug ! gug ! It was that confounded 
lamp: out it went, and put a period to my 
rhapsody

“Let us take it as a 
and not as a lover’s omen,” laughed Harold 
pleasantly. 1 groped about, found a candle, 
ami bid him good night. Then I sought 
repose and dreamed real dreams, 
with Kate’s bright eyes and silv

I think I have said that I reviewed for 
the “Slasher” in those days. It was poor 
stuff, and I had long ceased to be proud of 
it; but it provided my daily bread,or rather 
my daily cutlet and pint of claret, and I 
was at least honest about it. I certainly 
worked very hard at my learned reviews, 
and crammed my subjects thorough 1) 
was always at work. Etheridge used to 
say, “I worked like the devil, but without 
his intelligence.” The truth is they were a 
little jealous of my position. For I was the 

e” who taught Darwin science, intsruct- 
cil Tennyson in the laws of meter, and 
patronized George Eliot. It was admitted, 
too, on all hands that I was excellent at turn
ing out those readable reviews that the 
public enjoys, ami that used 
minded authors to early gi 
Nowadays weak-minded a 
cult to drive; more’s the pity 
writing something the next evening -for 
Saturday’s “Slasher," when Harold came 
in with a merry smile on his face. I saw 
no deviltry in it then.

“Do you want a subject for one of your 
he asked. “Here is a 

new volume of poems just out; they are
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The Baldwin apple crop seems to be more 

or less a failure everywhere.
Minard’s Liniment for sale everywhere. 
The potato crop of Great Britain and the 

continent are said to be extremely prolific 
this year.
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er treble ever read0
Uliis new remedy is a great sur

its exceeding promptness in relieving 
pain in the bladder, kidneys, back' and 
every part of the urinary passages in male 
or female. It relieves retention of water 
and pain in passing it almost immediately. 
If you want quick relief and cure this is 
your remedy. Sold by J. Gayfcr.

The New England peach crop is- said to 
be the largest in many years.
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BLOOR.
His locks are gold. 
Ills looks arc bold,St.

me modest; others I know 1
Ha ! Ha !”
My laughter stopped almost in its birth. 

I was looking over her shoulder on to the 
when a full round tear fell with a 

as we used to say in the nursery7, 
e page in front of her. That “ blob 

traight. to my heart. I caught hei 
mine, I may have gone on mj

♦TED ♦:

J. S. SMITH & CO. j♦paper,
“ blob,

knees. I don't know what 1 did.
“ Mrs. Winterton ! Kate !” I cried.

“ What is it ? What is the matter? Tell 
me ! I can’t bear to see you unhappy. Hew 
can I serve you ! I came here to-day to tell 
you—yes indeed, to tell you I loved you.'

She tore her hand away from mine ami 
was speaking to me from the other side of 
the room. I was half kneeling by her chair,
I think, and rose slowly as she spoke.

“ You love me ! You ! Why, you wrote 
that !” she cried indignantly, pointing to 
the wretched review.

I looked at her in surprise. Then it be 
gan to dawn upon me as I gazed at her dear 
little figure quivering with indignatioi

“ Why you—do you mean to s; 
stammered out, “ that—you—are------

“ You great booby, of course I’m Sappho, me 
W hat a fool the man is !”

She stamped her little foot impatiently, 
and was almost laughing through her tears i 
at my stupor and amazement. I had never i 
seen her look prettier.

“But—I never knew," I began feebly. ; 
“You never told me."

“Of course I didn't—I should have told 
you to-day. 1 only got the first copy on I 
Tuesday, and Mr. Etheridge came in and ! 
found me with them, and he likes them.”

“Did lie tell you so?” I shouted.
“Of course he did, and you can sav so : 

now, you know

♦
een worse for 
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♦
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♦♦♦♦♦♦1 was cured of a terrible jumbago by Min 
Rev. Wm. Brown.
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Mus. S. M NOTHING SHORTard’s Liniment.1 might havetoo, might have liven worse 
been accepted, and then I should never 

I shut my eyes andCereal Mills. 
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OF THE BEST SCHOOL SHOULD SATISFYhave seen Kate
traveled in memory through strange scenes real good things 
of the past. I was at Lady Haberly's 
standing in the large conservatory that screamingly funny 
leads out of the drawing room it must “Where did you get them ?" I asked, 
have been at least fifteen years ago -with a “I foftnd them in a fellow’s rooms and 
tall, bright girl of two - and • twenty. 1 borrowed them for a few days. No one 
could see her brown, honest eyes and truth- you know,” he added hastily, 
ful face framed in ruddy curls floating be- He handed me a thin volume, daintily 

led me on, dangling got up in a white and gold boudoir binding, 
or had 1 rushed out lettered in scarlet on the cover, “Sighs 

From My Heart,” by Sappho.
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TORONTO. • Is recognized as the ; 
Contemporaries in Ui 
where students camefore me

about my quiet paths, 
of my native element and jumped .at her 
open-mouthed like a well-made \\ est-end 
fly ? Nevermind now ! I shall never for 
get her haughty 
astonishment, and 
granddaughter, 
pedigree, ami I know 1 cut a very poor 
figure on that occasion iu consequence. She 
married a wealthy American soon after

he had
hair, and wrapped it up in a newspaper cut
ting two years after her mamyage, when 
she was the heroine of some sad legal pro 
ceedings that many will remember 
it was a cruel, ugly way of keeping the 
foolish relic, ami I burnt it long ago, 1 am 
glad to say. I saw her at Brighton quite 
recently. Her eyes were still brown and 
beautiful, still honest, perhaps, to those 
who did not know her story. 'N hy should 
I recall it ? I escaped 

These old memories 
scattered into thin air hy a rap at my outer 

1 knew the knock, it was Harold 
1 saw a good deal of Harold
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“Modest young lady, isn’t she?” stig 
gested the Saxon, quizzically

“If she is a lady,” I replied setnenti- 
ously, with the air of one who was too old 
to jump at obvious conclusions.

“Listen to this, then,” cried Harold, 
snatching the book from my hand, and 
reading with very comic effect a poem ad
dressed “To My Hero,” each verse of which 
ended thus:

indignation, her superb 
she was only an earl’s 
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I wonder what sort of a 
As for me, I kept a loc S hie

the superiority 
ad. and address
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institution over

ndsoiiK commets: 
xx here von saxv thisspecial attention, 

ess transacted. “His locks arc gold, 
His looks are bold, Don’t get excited. Please j 

Say they are lovely and beautiful 
ami soul-stirring, and all the rest of it. 
Praise me up. Do! Iney are works of 
genius, arc not they ? Worthy of the great 
poetess herself."

“No, Kate, I said. “I will be quite lion 
est with you ; they are rubbish great rub-

/HARDSON,
Butllanager Ingersoll Branc Penrose,” he said as he 

lave red hair and your
“Just suits you, 

finished. “You I 
looks arc perfectly brazen.”

“Who publishes it?” I said, smiling at 
his vagaries. “Ah, I see. Well, I’ll run 
through it, and if it is all like that stuff it 
will come in useful. I’v<T a lot of dull, 
solemn things lien:, nothing t » make

“Now, do write a good one. Let ns have 
a specimen of your cayenne pepper papers, 
as Crofts calls them. I shall come in and 
keep you up to it."

SEE OUR, PRICES.of Canada. .
ry organ aud portion 

of tlie body. Simple, 
natural methods. Im
mediate improvement 
seen. Failure impossi
ble. 2,000 references. 
Boole,explanation and i 
proofs mailed (scaled)

♦ ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ital $1,000,000 
75,000 

607,400

E, TORNOTO
MITCHELL & CO.

and dreams were
What Do You Take

Medicine for? Because you are sick and 
want to get well, or because you wish to 
prevent illness. Then remember that Hood’s 
Sarsaparilla cures all diseases caused by j 
impure blood and debility of the system. I 
It is not what its proprietors say but what 
Hood’s Sarsaparilla does, that tells the story 
of its merit. Be sure to get Hood’s, and 
only Hood’s.

••Ct > » Jt/^
Etheridge’s, 
at that time.

“I noticed your light, old fellow, and 
just dropped in."

■“You don’t intrude,” I said, for. 1 was 
always pleased to see hitn in those days. 
•“I've only been dreaming over the tire. 
Sit down and have a last pipe; I must turn 
in in half an hour.”

Harold,sat down opposite to 
other side of the fire-place. He was ten or 
maybe fifteen years younger than 1 was, 
and a good looking, dashing, straightfm 
ward man, both in face and manner. There 
mever was such an open-hearted, honest- 
looking fellow as Harold to all appearances. 
I had nick named him “The Saxon,’’and the

11 His locks arc gold,
Ilia looks are tiold,

My Hero !”
Etheridge struck an attitude as he recited 

this, laughed aloud at me in his merry, 
high-spirited way, and went off leaving me 
the volume.

1 read the poems, aud found them just the 
weak sort of rubbish I expected, and I knock
ed off a notice of them. I sent down to the 
publishers to find out why wc had not got a 
copy for the “ Slasher," was told that it 
would come in on Friday I wanted some
thing light for half a page, so I did the 
ordinary kind of sneering, smart review 
that the public chuckles over and enjoys. 
Even ns I wrote it 1 sighed to myself, as I 

.often did, for I never grew callous about 
other people’s feelings, and 1 always blame 
an author’s friends as much as an author for 
the nonsense he publishes 
forget that review : every wretched word 
of it burnt deep into my heart, and when I 
remember the hundreds of equally cruel and 
equally just notices—I must he fair to my
self -that I had written, I feel happy to 
have left the trade to others who have less

ilanager.
JELL, Gnelph, President
Department.
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At LOWEST RATES 

drafts bought and 
of Canada. Special
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DR. WOOD’S British Plate Mirror (20x24) $10.50.Purely vegetable Hood's Pills—25c.
ear that a shortme on the Reports make it i 

potato crop is inevita
Why suffer from weak nerves, want of 

appetite, and general debility ? letting the 
loss of sleep and rest impoverish the syst 
and thin the blood, when such a really meri
torious remedy as Northrop & Lyman's 
Quinine Wine may he had at any drugstore. 
This article is recommended by the highest 
members of the medical faculty in cases of 
indigestion, general debility,loss of appetite I 
and nervous affections of all kinds. It is 
also specially beneficial to children ami deli
cate females, and to business men, students, | 
and those who have much brain work 
would say, never be without it. It will I 
strengthen you, keep your system in regular I 
order aud enable you to successfully grapple 
with the work you have to do. It is pleas
ant to the taste, and contains nothing injur
ious to the most delicate constitution. I 
Remember to ask fv the Quinine Wine j 
prepared by Northrop & Lyman, Toronto, j 
and we are sure you will be satisfied that | 
you have full value for your money. Drug 
gists sell it.

MILItl’BN’S 
WINK fortifies 
of ague, chills. I 
and like troubles

sold. EXTENSION TABLESapp
ble. r O.ik finish, Handsome Designs, $6.50.

PARLOR SUITESAnk of Canada. Black Walnut Frames, Good Mohair Plush, $2i\oo.Deservedly Popular.
Our readers have no doubt read with in

terest the despatches almost weekly appear
ing in this and other Canadian journals, 
regarding cures of a most startling nature, 
made hy Dodd’s Kidney Pills. These pills 
have proven themselves to be a certain cure 

40 for all diseases of the kidneys and blood, 
■such as backache, rheumatism, Bright s 
■disease, diabetes, dropsy, etc.

Enquiry amongst local druggists elicits the 
fact, that they have a very large sale, aud 
are an infallible cure for kidney disorders. 

Dodd’s Kidney Pills are manufactured by 
Toronto, and are 

, on receipt of

t
- $6,000,000

2,900,000 SIDEBOARDS
Norway Pine 

Syrup.
Rich in the lung-healing virtues of the Pine 

combined with the soothing and expectorant 
properties of other pectoral herbs and barns.

shall never

Oak Finish, Plate Mirror, $8 to $io.co.We
L BRANCH, 
teneral banking business, 
n England and the United 
New York and all parts of

isite, which can be with- 
of the depositor. Deposit

V Having purchased this immenâe stock comprising everything required by 
housekeepers, »t 59 cents on the dollar, we are offering Goods at

MUCH LESS THAN REGULAR WHOLESALE PRICES.When catarrh attacks a person of scrofulous 
diathesis, the disease is almost sure to be
come chronic. The only efficacious cure, 
therefore, is Ayer’s Sarsaparilla, whicli 
expels scrofula from the system and the 
catarrh soon follows suit. Ixicsl treatment 
is only a waste of time. e 

Minard'* Liniment cure* Dandruff.

A PERFECT CURE FOR
COUGHS AND COLDS

cH=TÆ»l.Sc'ïii»
LUNG DISEASES. Obstinate r—«dis which 
resist other remedies yield prom*.-, 
pleasant piny syrup.

FRIGE SBC. AND BOG. PER BOTTLE*
onuaeiiTS.

Dr. L. A. Smith & Co., 
sold everywhere, or by mail 
price, 50 cents a box, or G boxes for <.z.u> 

NEVER ALLOW the bowels t° remain 
constipated lest serlou* evil.ensue. 
al Pills are unsurpassed as a remedy for 
constipation.
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