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Astronomical, @orunotonital, &,

A CONTEMPLATIVE VIEW OF THE HEAVENS.

Wien the shades of night have spread a veil over the azure
vers 10 our view its maguificence. The
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| bis handy work.*’

| Ifthe view of the celestial system could draw forth such an
 ejaculation from the RovaL PsaLmist at his time, what effect

| ought it to have now. The HEAvVENS, as known to THALES and ,

HipparcHUS, were but little understood, compared with the dis-

coveries of modern Astronom ERs, especially since the invention

of telescopes.
Crude and uncertain as were the opinions and progunostications
l of the ancients from their observances of the celesiial bodies, yet
they had the sanction of many coincident circumstances to Justify
their conclusions, as to the effects of certain appearances and com.
| binations of the heavenly aspects, connected with the changes
that successively occurred in terrestrial affairs. The uniformity of
events with appearances among the’constellations influenced the™

learned to conclude, that such coincidences must arise from the.: 8.
o ects of certain conjunctions and positions of the PrA ETs, anit ) ‘\h‘#’""
of the starry firmament, then visible to their observatio\n; and;""] e
therefore, they named the signs, or divisions of the STARs, ac- by
cording to those incidentsl circumstances.

How vague their calculations must have been will appear from
the fact, that several new comets, planets, and thousands of fized
ptars, have since been discovered, of whose influences they conld

ave no idea, as they were not aware of the existence of sach
odies,

The stars discernible in the signs of the zop1Ac, by the help
f telescopes, are found 0 be so numerous, as to alter the figure ,
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od étructure of the whole; and to show how chimerical any hy-

pothesis oh that subject nust have been—a long time, and even 3

0 this day, curious notions were, and still are, ent&”ong ‘
¢ vulgar, relative to the influence of the Moon upon our
SLOBE, jts changes of weather, diseases of body and mind, and

'galation of mundane affairs; and though many of t 104ion
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v been exploded, much of error and superstitign® t remain on | ®
s subject, * : - |
Uﬂdonbtedly, in the structure and economy of the Umvnn‘g&“ !
ey thing has its use; and each séparate part js independent X
Pouthe whole, and acts its designed 0se, as a portion of the (§
é Macrane, that is to effec mnd intended by the - ‘ 2
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