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connection between Deer Island and the the very best work Canadian artists can pro-
mainland. On Deer Island we have a popu- duce. I think the Government would do a
lation of 1,700 people who bave no communi- commendable thing in spending more money
cation whatever of this kInd with the out- in patronizing Canadian artists. We should
side. I think the estimated cost of this work have the very best work by the very best
was about $3,500, equal to an interest ae- artists, and we should also have the best
count of $85.50 a year. This Une would prob- experts and judges of art to select those
ably prove self-sustaining, as among those pictures.
islands they do a business of some $300,000 The MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.or $400,000 a year. Their business is prin- My hon. friend is perfectly right, but itcipally with the town of Eastport. Lt cer- might be a little difficult to find those ex-tainly is desirable so far as possible to faci- pert be ad to have a elitae te buines ofthi comunly b perts. :1 would be glad to have a privatelitate the business of this community by conversation on the subject with my bon.giving the people direct communication, sO friend.that they may be kept in touch with the f
markets where their fish are principally sold. 3Mr. HUGHES. I would suggest to the
It is certainly an idea that should be taken Minister that a very fine expert is the bon.
up by the Minister very soon. I hoped he xemb3r for East Toronto (Mr. Ross Robert-
had put some amount in his Estimates for son).
this purpose, and I trust he may yet see bis Temporary clerical and other assistance,
way clear to do so in the Supplementaries. inclusive of services of all per-

The MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS. sons required who were first employed
I. cannot give any promise. We are extend- afterdthe lst og July, 1882, notwith-

ing ur nesas uicly a posibe. ~ ~ standing anything to the contrary lning our lines as quickly as possible. iit is the Civil Service Act................. $25,000a question of money.
Mr. FOSTER. It is a question, too, of The I NISTER Or PUBLIC WORKS.

distribution. The ·plea that bas been made When uI took office Ireduced the expenditure
by the bon. member for Charlotte (Mr. too much, and 1 find myself short.
Ganong) Is a good plea. There are some Mr. HUGHES. How many clerks were
points there that ought to be attended to. Idismissed ?
National Art Gallery.. ............... $2,0001 The MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.

Mr. ROSS ROBER'SON. Is tlis amount I do not think there bas been one dismissal.
of $2,000 spent every year on this National Mr. SPROULE. Have they been continued
Art Gallery. on year after year in contravention of the

The MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS. Act, and are some of the employees still on
No, not every year. We are not very far the list ?
advanced in the way of art.

Mr. ROSS ROBERTSON. Who makes the
selection for the National Art Gallery ?

The MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.
We have an artist in our department, Mr.
Taylor, who, wlth the assistance of some of
the officers in the department, bas made the
selections in the past. Since I took office,
I have not bought anything.

Mr. SPROULE. is this amount for the
purpose of buying pictures ?

The MINtISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.
Yes, and to pay the caretaker. I understand
that my predecessor bought a pleture, the
Death of Nelson, for which he paid $1,000.
i have not bought any yet, but I am nego-
tiating for the purchase of a picture by an
artist of London.

Mr. ROSS ROBERTSON. It seems to me
that the Minister, In selecting speelmens of
Canadian art for the National Art Gallery-
and I may say that i approve of having a
gallery of that kind-should be assisted by
experts ln selecting these pictures. They
should not be bought upon the mere word
of any single gentleman ln the department,
or through the friends of artists who are
only too anxious to sell thelr pietures. We
ought to have In the National Art Gallery

Mr. GANONG.

The lMINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.
This ls another case where i took things
as they were left. This is to make regular
the employment of persons who bave been
employed since 1882. But then there was
a law allowing the employment of a certain
class of men, and the money has always
been voted that way.

Mr. SPROULE. This $5,000 additional, is
that to increase their salaries or to employ
others ?

The LMINMSTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.
If the hon. gentleman will look at past esti-
mates he will find that in 1895-96, for the
same purpose, Parliament voted $30,700; ln
1896-97, $24,500. I thought I could get on
with $20,000, but d[ find I cannot. The hon.
gentleman will find, If he examines my
estimates, that the expenditure so far as
the civil service is concerned, bas been re-
duced by more than $125,000.

Mr. SPROULE. In one year the hon.
gentleman asked for $25,000, ln the following
year he asked for $23,000, or $2,000 less, and
then for the succeeding year $20,O00 was
voted.

The MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.
There is an additiaal vote a the Supple-
mentary Estimates for 1895-96 of $4,000.
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