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CHAPTER n
THE CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCHY

t^^!?
"^'^^ *? distinguish a ruler who acts according

•

S,!^*" Y'"^^* °i^^ P^P^®' fr°°> an autocrat, orSwho acts according to his own view of what is rightwe speak of him as a ' constitutional monarch/ Ivi-d^ly the terms are not precise ; for more than one
ruler whom we call ' autocratic ' is subject o a coodm^y resections which he cannot violate witSoS
breakang the law. while some ' constitutional ' t^
exercise a eood deal of personal discretion inlSedisd^ge of their offices. Nevertiieless, in s^Se ofdoubtful cases tiie distinction is weU undSwd-
n^i ' 'I 7^ °^^ °*'* ^° ^^ l«ast understood how
SJ-^ir^* r^ *. P^c^Jar ruler has become ' con-

«^J^? ^"5 ,^°T: 'V*^*' ^* P^°^^ " guidedand conti-oUed by the wishes of his subjects W
SS?Z^^ ^^^^^ monarchy is, actually and'histoS:
^y, the most conspicuous example of a constitutional

study. And, as so oft -n happens, tiiere is no clearerway of reahzmg the present state of tilings tiian bvseeing how it came about.
^^ ^
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Hereditary Kingship

ihl^J^^ f^*^ * ^}^^ startiing, to say that one of

RriiSf
'* ''^''^^ °^ ^^ ^' stitutional iature of tiieBntish monarchy was its hereditary character. Yet
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