
The Douglas Cause.

APPENDIX IV.

" JnpiTER " Carlxlb's Account of the Tbiai. s thb House of

Lords, i

February, 1796.—On the 27th I attended the House of Peers in the

Dougl<w Cause. The Duke of B(uccleuch) had promised to cany me
down to the House ; but, as I was going into Grosvenor Square

to meet him at ten o'clock, I met the Duke of Montague, who was
coming from his house, and took me into his chariot, saying that

the Duke of B. was not yet ready. He put me in by the side of

the throne, where I found two or three of my friends, amongst them
Thomas Bell.

The business d.d not begin till eleven, and from that time I stood,

with now and then a lean on the edge of a deal board, till nine

in the evening, without any refreshment but a small roll and two
oranges. The heat of the house was chiefly oppressive, and Lord
Sandwich's speech, which, though learned and able, yet being three

hours long, was very intolerable. The Duke of Bedford spoke low,

but not half an hour. The Chancellor and Lord Mansfield united

on the side of Douglas ; each of them spoke above an hour. Andrew
Stuart, whom I saw in the House, sitting on the left side of the

throne, seemed to be much affected at a part of Lord Camden's
speech, in which he reflected on him ; and immediately left the House

;

from whence I concluded that he was in despair of success. Lord
Mansfield, overcome with heat, was about to faint in the middle of

his speech, and was obliged to stop. The side-doors were immediately

thrown open, and the Chancellor, moving out, returned soon with a

servant, who followed him with a bottle and glasses. Lord Mansfield

drank two glasses of the wine, and after some time revived, and pro-

ceeded in his speech. We, who had no wine, were nearly as much
recruited by the ''resh air which rushed in at the open doors as his

lordship by the wine. About nine the business ended in favour of

Douglas, there being only Ave Peers on the other side. I was well

pleased with that decision, as I had favoured that side ; Professor

Ferguson and I being the only two of our set of people who favoured

Douglas, chiefly on the opinion that, if the proof of filiation on his

part was not sustained, the whole system of evidence in such cases

would be overturned, and a door be opened for endless disputes about

succession. I had asked the Duke of B. some days before the decision,

how it would go ; he said that if the Law Lords disagreed, there was

no saying how it would go ; because the Peers, however imperfectly
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