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by sniling ship?, as it is only a comparatively small proportion

that can be forwarded by the fast-sa'ling Paddle Steamers.

6. Tliat Portland is the centre of a spider's web of railways

and steam-boats ; that it is the terminus of tlie Grand Trunk Rail-

way leading from Monti eal and the West, having a splendid and

sale harbour, easy of access at all seasons of the year. That large

shipments of corn and flour have already taken place at Portland,

and other produce from the Western Lake States; and that when

the Victoria Bridge across the St. Lawrence is completed, Port-

land will become the great gateway for goods and passengers to

and from Canada and the Western States.

7. That a line of steamers which can insure with tolerable cer-

iiiirity delivery of goods in the British colonies, or at Portland,

will nec2«:3uril7 develop and tend to increase the trade with Eng-

land.

8. That as f^r five or six months in the year ships cannot go

up tlve f,t. La^v•r?nc^ to Quebec, the regular trade will be more

likViy to rciruii: through Portland, and thence by railway to

Quebec a 'd the Western States of America.

9. That ihe colonies of Newfoundland and Nova Scotia will,

probably, grant a sub.sidy to a line of steamers coming there from

Liverpool.

The information which has been obtained on these several pro-

positions appears fully to warrant such conclusions.

It is intended in the following pages to give a brief view of the

subject, and to refer to some statistical details, which cannot but

be interesting, and which will tend to establish the views of the

promoters of this great enterprise.

As a general observation, we may state that the value and im-

portance of the British Nortlr American colonies are T.ot suf-

ficiently understood in this countrv. Their population, industry,

and property are very great, and daily increasing in a rapid

and surprising manner. What these may become can best be

pointed out by considering attentively what they were and what

they now are. But to ascertain what their future value and

importance will be, we must also consider the position and pros-

pects of their immediate neighbours ^in the United States, with

which our American colonies are now in every wa}' closely
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