
Thi^ wiiiid'.^ intellectual work' r> .ir.;, fnim tin; very n iture of

their livc> iif thought :nil ^t'l'ly, ~i'p;ir;ite>] in ^ouie ileiireo fruiu

the in,i?-s i)f nuiikimi. Thi y f'oel liuvvivr ii-it less than nthers

the tn ril if 1 iiiliali -yiiijiilhy ilfi'l cijnper aio.i, :,iiii ii\it nt' this

need havr L,'riiwii ,ic I'i' luies ud Ii'.iiiimI -.ieii;i..-! .K;vut( J tu the

ciiltiwttiim of I.'tt! r.> ;iii(l mI' siiciiei'. 'I'll n onrds of these

boilie.- ill Flon:nec, in Roin' , i! I'.Jiis. in lion loii. luul elsewhere,

lire the recorJ.s of sci<'!ititie pro-re~s f"i- 'lie ! i>i liir'-e' cttiiiiries.

Sneh lioilie.- 'Ill let er.iti' tl;iiikr:-^ iii'.i Work i'-. but tiiiy ^ivt;

to tlieni :. -eielliitie h^ine, ;i e -utre of influi'IiCe,, ,11, li tile IM UI.1 't'

•II ikiiii: known to tin.' woiM tlie r-sults of their 'ahors.

It wa^ with .. wi>r loH'thoiii:;ht llit iie'n il.aii .1 1/ iitmy ~iiice

Franklin .iinl his fi iei, 1> f'Tnie.! .t Phifeh Ij.hi ^ lie' Aiii-rieaii

Pliilosojihical Siiei>ey. Its j.'iinliii^ then seem .i premature, hut

its vigorous urowth ilurinj; : eentury If.s set V' ij to show that the

seed was not too early •wii This, fow^v. r, iiiiiike mmy of the

academies ot' liie' ohi woivl lo whieh we 1; iv advert d. h id no

formal neo/iiitiiiii from the >t:iti . and th v i-aiU'' a permd in the

l^'rowth I''.' the Aiie ri.'ati I'lami wh/n the- need "f .n nffici '' -eien-

tiiie body wa> fi It. Tims it w.is that nineteen y- ars a^o. m the

midst ot' the irre.t eivil wat. the Aineiiea!, CoiiLrress .uthonzial

•he ereetion nt' a .Nation i Aead.eiiiy oi' .-^eieiues m wiiieh, :- an

American eitizen. 1 have the honor to belong. The aim proposi d

in founditi^ this Academy was to '_'ith''r together what w i> b--t

;ind hi'j;he-t in the scientific life oi the nation, ind ninreov.r, to

orij;aiii/.i' a Imdy of eouiieillor,- to ,'.liieh the • x> eutive luiliority

could ..Iwa.y.- loiik for livico and direction in -i.'i iitilh' mi't'Ts

relatiri- to the int'Tc-is o!' the State, In tii t \ei.leiny -'' first

coiisi.-lin^ ot' tifty. and now [iractieiil'v limited to . ,],• hundred

members 1,1 uuinbi r which .1 ii i> not yet ,ilt lined)-— t.he domain

ot' letters i.- iinrepresk-nti d
,

while :hc ll(tyal Socii'ty ot' London

'-in liki' m inner,- althoii-h -cholars and statesmen Si" k the

'lonors ot' its jiilowship.- >- nti d!y an .\i- oJemy of Seieii'-i -.

Our infant organization att' mpl.- i '.ir.^- r p'an. and • nibi'ices

A'ith the iiiathemalic.al and jdiy-ie.l -eii nei--. letter-, jihil >sojihy,

and history, iniitatiu,:; the lloyai Iri-h Academy, wliich. lik. thi-,

is divided into two cl.is.ses; -h,!! of the Sciences, on the on.- ' and,

and that ot' Polite Literature .nd .V!,lii|uities on tin othiT.

The lii-ti!uti' of Kiaiiee. niadr u|' 't' liv \e,i f mie>. iiiibr.ees

•he Fine .Vrts in its ,till wid' r .'heme. Tlic second class

of "Ur Society with its 'wo .sectioiii, aspire- io cover the same


