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Rkv. Dk. Cakky: I think I may say for the whnle
Church of Hm,'laii(l— I say it fur iiijsi'lf— it is iiiiiios-

Hihle forc'hurchimm to ahaiidon the Nicene Creed—an
alisoluti! iiiijiortsibility . because, tlioUi,'li tho articles

may be expressed in the Confession of Faith—and
nobody admires more the doctrine of the Trinity in

the Confession of Faith than i do myself ; I can sub-
scribe to it lieartily— in many sernions 1 use it— but tlie

Xicene Creed, an<l the recit.atinn of it in our cliurches

and cont,'re<_,'ations is indisjjensable, I say, as an indi-

cation of the continuous life of the Church and of the
faith of the Church. We do no', want to sejjarate our-

selves from ancient Christianity by any new symbols.
We retain the symbol, and I hope and trust it will be
retained as lonLtas the Church of fiod lasts.

Rev. Dh. SEmiwicK : That is purely a matter of

iletail. I think wo in the Presbyterian Church are

perfectly willing to take the Apostles' and the Nicene
Creeds as a basis of a further confession uf the truth.

I do not take it that that is tlie sense in which these

creeds are put forward ; they are put forward more in

the sense that they are the confession of the Church
in its undivided state, l)efiire tho Church was divided
into oast and west, or anytliins,' else. If yi>u put those

forward as your confession of faith you wouhl be very

inconsistent, for you have not simply those creeds as the

profession of your faith, but y^u have als^ the Articles

of Religion whicli deal witli matters tiiat are not dealt

with in those creed.3, or if dealt with, it is c)nly by

implication. I think you would be very inconsistent

in saying that tlie united ehnrch is to have no other

symbol than tliese creeds, because j'ou yourselves in the

Thirtj--nine Articles, to winch 1 supjioso yuu assent, if

you give your assent in no stronger way than tho

creeds, you yourseh es eiinf'>ss that more is needed tlian

thosi^ creeds. 1 alwa\s understood that the Tliirty-

nino Articles were a i)art of what you wish us to under-
stand you [)rofe3aed I am (|uite sure wo are willing

to take those symbols as a foundation ; but J doubt if

we C'lusidor they are a suiticient confes.'iioii uf our
faith, and I don t know tiial you wish I's to agrei'.

Rk.\ . Dh. D. (i. SiTMKiM.ANr'' The Ajiostles ("reed is

(. be found in tho ritual of bajitisMi in the .Methodist

''hurch, with one single onu.ssion, and that 1 suiujoso

li.is Ijoen omitted because it has been often in our
judgment misinterpreted and niisap|ilied. T don't

tliink the brc^thron ought to go away with the idea

tliat we do not receive the iloctrinos taught in the

Nicene Creed. For ipiy.''elf I accept them fully, and
belio\e the majority of the Mi'thodist ministers do.

Wo have not that creed in any ritual or any for-

uiidiiry (hat we may make use of. Tlie doctrines

which express them are embodied ui other forms.

Hut what I object to here is asking us to proiioimce

If We simply express our harmony with the teacliing

of these creeds, tliat should be suiticient, without any
reference to them as a basis of union.

I\K\ . .F. LvNiirKV : I think we have got all we ought
to expect in the expression of general concurrence.
We do not want to put p.ny one to a definite statement
of their faith here. Nobody is authorized to do it. 1

think it would be well to stop here.

Dk. C.wen asked Provost Body if the Church of
England put these creeds in tho same jiosition as the
Thirty-nine Articles -that is, whether they are sym-
bolical in the same sense and to the same extent.

Rev. Phovost Body : That was not a matter that
uaine before our delegation, therefore I can < :ily speak
for myself. In my own judgment as an individual
there is the widest possible dillerenc between the
position of the creeds and the position of the Thirty-
nine Articles. We have taken tho creeds from the
universal church of Christ, but the creeds deal with
the faith proper^- that is, the faith concerning Cod,
the Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Tho Thirty-nine
Articles were <trawn up at a critical period in the
history of tiie Churcli for the i>ur|)ose of securing a
certain uniformity in teaching, and they have tliat

distinct history, and I don > think that any member
of the Church of England places the Thirty-nina
Articles in tlii' same symbolical jxisition as the creed.

IvEV. Du. C.WEN : The members of the Church of
England will see that, irom the Presbyterian point of
view, that (juestion is entirol} relevant, btcau.so, of
course, Presbyterian.s ot this couiitry have no syni-
b(,lical book except tiie Confession of Faith. Even
the Catechisms, Larger and Shorter, while we use <-heni

under authority tor the instruction of young p: rsons,
are not placed exactly in the same category as the
Confession of Faith. That, from our p. int ot view,
makes it very natural that wo should encjuiro into
this matter. Of course we Presbyterians sub.scribe
to the Coiifi'ssion of F.iith. It is our Confession in
the fullest sense of tlie exiK-ession, and, as has been
already said, embodies all that .s contained in tho
Nicene < 'reed, and also in the Clu.lcedon C'eed.

Rev. (J. C. MiKenzie : A candidate for baptism is

only asked to express what he believes in the Apostles'
Creed, which wo believe to be only a little further
enlargeniL'iit of " Uelieve in tho Lord Jesus Christ
and thou shalt be .saved." Wo never dream of put-
tiiig tlie ;?'.» articles before that man and telling him
he must believe in those before he can be saved or
bai)tizod into tho Church ; but if that man comes and
asks for instruction in what the Church teaches upon
tii'jse points touched upon in those 3',t articles, we
refer him to those as the Church's authoritative inter-

that those two ciee.ls sh. old for;ii part of the basis of iiretation upon those points. Tho 'M) articles ur

union. I don't think wo liavo ijot far enough for that. uade binding on the clortiymon of the Church of


