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rainful in apy circnmstnncos; l»ut more e-^pccially if that
fneml ,8 endeared to us l.y all that is riuhtnouH, and pure*
mid lovely in character, and aiuiahlo in .ii.snosition, and
<liKnihe<l by the possession of ureal powers, nnich needed,
and employed for t!ie n..bicst purposr-s. To think of
ios;ng such a person in the midst of his usefulness is
distressing; hut doubly so to lose liini by a violent and
Ignominious death. This was the position in which the
apostles were now placed. For upwards of three years
they had lived on terms of the most ende.irin<r intimacy
with Jesus. They h id listened to the werds of heavonly
wisdom which fell from his livinir lips, they ha<l felt and
witnessed the power of his ehxpience, and had seen all
that benevolence of heart, an,l intense human symp;:thy.
which led him to relieve suff^riiiiv wherever he beheld k
•nd called forth those stupendous miracles of mercy, by
wh^ch his divine commission was established. No wonder
then that sorrow tilled their hearts when h. told them
plainly tb'it he must be taken from them by a bloody and
Ignominious death, and it svas to comfort them in theii- sor-
row that he addressed them in the words of the text-^
"I will pray the Father "&c.

The promise of our text is the first of tliat series which
our Lord gave to his di.eiples durinc/ this, the last inter-
view which he had with them before b^ suffered, reLmrdiiKr
the mission of the Comforter. It i.s to the effect tha?
when he had left them, and gone to the Father, he would'
intercede with him in heaven on their beliaif; and he
would give them another Comforter, that he might abide
with them for ever. Aiiother Comforter, that is one who
would act towards them, as nia sT;bstituie, who would be
to them, what he had been, their instructor, mo.iitor, com-
forter. Th3 word in the original is Paraclete which proper-
ly Bigmfies one s-nt for to assist by his counsel and
advocacy. It is the same word that is elsewhere applied
by John to our Saviour, and there verv properly translated
advocate "If any man sin, we have an advocate with
the Father, Jesus Christ, the righteous." It is used how-
ever m a much wider sense, and is employed to denote

....-'V. «vt.o, ^uiCica, ana comiorts, as well as pleads


