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that Africans and Indians may help to fill the pure church

of God."

At the same time, with a view to manifest their

gratitude for what God had done, and for the many

temporal and spiritual mercies vouchsafed unto the

people, a day of " general thanksgiving," was also

recommended in the words following ;

—

» It is recommended, by the general ministry, to all our

dearly beloved brethren and sisters that compose our

societies and sacred assemblies, to observe the last Thurs-

day in October, 1796, as a day of holy gratitude and

thanksgiving—to lay aside the cares of the world, and to

spend the day in acts of devotional gratitude—as a society,

to give glory to God for his late goodness to the ancient

parent society from whom we are derived : that they have

been honored with the conversion of hundreds ind thou-

sands within these two years last past—for such a signal

display of his power in the r.Ielhodist society, within the

space oftwenty-six years, through the continent of America,

as may be seen in the volume of our annual minutes, pub-

lished in 1795—for the late glorious and powerful work we

have had in Virginia and Maryland, and which still con-

tinues in an eminent and special manner, in some parts of

our American connection—for the many faithful public

witnesses which have been raised up, and that so few, (com-

paratively speaking,) have dishonoured their holy calling—

that we have had so many drawn from the depths of sin

and misery, to the heights of love and holiness among the

subjects of grace ; numbers of whom are now living, and

others have died in the full and glorious triumph of faith—

to take into remembrance the goodness and wisdom of God

displayed toward America, by making it an asylum for

tliose who are distressed in Europe with war and want,

and oppressed with ecclesiastic and civil tyranny
;
the


