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Carnarvon showed that he had uttered the Shibboleth ofth^ day

merely in thoughtless imitation of the fashion, by showing an

evident anxiety to annex Fiji. Close upon the heels of this first

word spoken for the right, came Mr. Disraeli's noble declaration

of determination that Her Majesty's dominions should not be

diminished under his stewardship, and of hope that they would

be increased. Then followed the debate in the House of Com-
mons under circumstances exceptionally favorable to the party

of progress, and resulting in the ludicrous defeat of the obstructives.

Nothing tends so much to promote the growth of an infant tone

of thought, or line of policy, as accoidant action under circum-

stances which prevent the employment of most hostile arguments,

and offer few points on which the animosity of most enemies can

fasten. As a result of this happy event, a change in the style of

public talk about colonies has already become apparent in many
public speeches, and in many of the public prints. Doubtless,

also, the Earl of Carnarvon's unexpressed mental tendencies in

favour of extension and consolidation have received such confir-

mation and impetus from practical success, that we may reasonably

cultivate hopes of a further prosecution of his career of imperial

improvement. Not that one can safely say that a revolution in

public sentiment, or anything like it, has yet been accomplished.

We have only the opportunity of organizing forces for a victorious

advance The process of conversion has fairly begun, but the

good cause still needs all the help which any ready tongue and

any willing pen can render. One influential newspaper has

been found to declare that the certainty ot ruin to the white popu-

lation, and long-continued bloody anarchy among the black, if

Fiji is left to itself, is no reason why England should incur the

risk and expense of managing a country at the other side of the

globe. And we cannot doubt the sad truth that the crabbed

selfishness which gave birth to that infamous sentiment, lives and

thrives unabashed in a very large and powerful portion of the

people. The Age of Drift, as Mr. Jenkins has felicitously called

it, has not yet passed away as regards most of our legislators.

The blight of political fatalism lies heavy on Lords and Commons
alike. The energetic personality of the few, which has achieved

every great improvement of mankind, is ^invisible to modern


