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From that moment their confidence in the Executive Power
has gradually diminilhcdi indeed the conduiTt of the King
fince that period, has been one continued infult to the Na-
tion; no fingle meai'urc has been taken by hhn to regain its

confidence, but all his actions have been in direct oppofition

to the public will. The minifters he has chol'en, have been
men cither not known at all, or known only by their anti-

patriotic fcntlments, and when one let of them has been
forced by the public intlignation to relign, he has ftill kept

them for weeks in their plates, beitig then no longer liable to

refponfibility ^ under the pretence he could not meet with
others able to fuccecd them. When at length it became
impofllblc to retain them longer, they have been replaced

by men equally obnoxious. He has conftantly treated with

contempt, the cry of the People for the recall of the Patriot

Minirters, even the petition of the 20th June, could not

induce him to alter his condu(^. The iirmnefs and courage

which he fliewed on that day, had gained him many friends|

and perfuaded many of his enemies, that though miftaken,

he was lincere: But the whole efte(5l: was deftroyed by his

itifnmous proclaviatlon of the day following, in which he en-

deavoured to light the torch of civil war, to ftir up the

royalifls againft the republicans, and the provinces againft the

capital, by falfely reprel'enting the petition of the 20th as

nn attempt to aflaflinjite him, and to fubvert the conftitu-

tion; whilft the notorious faft was that the people did not

take up arms imtil they had pofitive information that orders

were given to the National Guards to fire upon them ; and
even then they committed no violence, except in farcing

open a door which prevented their acccfs to the King. Is it

rational to luppofe that if they had any intention of aflafli-

nating him, they would not liave done it, when he perlifted

in his refufal to fadction the dolired Decrees, and when he
was completely in their power ?

The nation in general approved of the conduft of the

5/7;?.r Cullotcs^ faw tJirough the detellable dcfign of this pro-

clamation, v/hich w;i:i too grofsly contrived to be miftaken,

and treated it with the contempt it deferyed. However,
the members of the Department of Paris, and thofe of two

cr three Northern Djparrments which had been long openly

devoted to the Court, and compofed of creatures of the

civil Lif.^ fcized this opportunity of warmly feconding its
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