
[ 39 ]
^

But to keep clofe by the Sul.jcd: of

Commerce-—How little Men in general

niiderRand the Nature of it, may be leen

from this Circumfcance; that many Na-

tions have Lav/s Hill in force againil: the

Exportation of Corn ? Is not this infi-

nitely abfurJ ? What fignifies any fuch

La-vV. If we import more from any Na-

tion than we fend them, mufl v/e not

pay the Ballancc, or give up the Trade ?

I am perfuaded it is fcarcely pC)iTible to

make any Law on the Subjed: of Trade,

but what fliall do more harm than good,

excepting thofe which are diredtly in-

tended for preventing Fraud. Thefe are

abfolutely necefiary and highly afeful.

Of the fame Nature are all fuch Laws as

tend to make our own Commodities

cheap and plentiful—But thofe which
aim only by Force or Prohibition to keep

out the Commodities of other Nations,

have an inherent Weaknefs in them, and

feldom or never anfwer the End nro-

pofed.

There is an Aif:rtion in feme Part of

the Writings of a well known livine

Author


