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taking in, free of payment, children of the poor.

Before Netta's marriage the interest in the Mathieson

case was revived by the appearance of a letter in the

principal London papers. All search for the man who
had assisted Sanderson in the abduction of the child

had been fruitless. He had probably taken steps to

receive information of how matters were going on in

court, and long before an officer arrived at Rose Cottage

with a warrant for his arrest he had left, and the police

had failed to find any trace of his subsequent move-

ments. The letter bore the simple heading, " United

States," and ran as follows :

—

" To the Editor,

" Sir,— I scarcely know why I write this letter, but I

suppose even an habitual criminal does not care to

remain under an unjust suspicion. I acknowledge

that I come under that category, and that my life

has been spent in crime, although never once has

suspicion attached to me, until I became mixed up

in the Simcoe-Mathieson affair. I wish to state

solemnly that I was absolutely ignorant that the name
John Simcoe was an assumed one. That was the name
he gave me when I first knew him, and I believed that

he was, as he represented, the man who had saved

General Mathieson's life from a tiger. That he had

subsequently lived a rough life in the South Seas I was

aware, for he came to me with a message, sent by a

brother of mine when at the point of death. The man
had been a chum of his out there, and had gallantly

carried him off when he had received the wound from

which he subsequently died, in a fight with a large

body of natives. 1 have absolute assurance that this


