
1873, reserving the Crown lands of the east coast of Vancouver Island, in seriously

retarding the settlement of that portion of the Province, and recommending that in

view of the fact that the despatch from II. E. the Lieutenant-Governor to the Secre-

taiy of State, transmitting the Minute of this Executive Council, dated 2Uih July,

upon the subject of this reservation, has not as yet boon replied to ; and as tho matter

reqaires immediate settlement, that the Dominion Government lie respectfully urged

to at once define, by survey, the land thoy propose claiming on the east coast of

Vancouver Island, and that they appoint &ho a competent person in this Province

to dispo^e of said lands on such terms as will admit of settlement, and that the Hon.
A. DeCosmos, as special delegate about to proceed to Ottawa, be authorized to confer

with the Dominion Government on this suliject.

Certified, W. .T. ARMSTRONG,
Clerk of the Executive Council.

the Pro\

Copt of a Report of the Honorable the Privy Council, approved by His Excellency
the Govei-nor Genei-al in Couucil on the 25th day of March, 1876,

On a memorandum, dated 25th March, 1875, from the Hon. thi Minister of Public
Works, reporting for the consideration of Council, that prior to lie commencement
of any works ot construction on the proposed railway from Eaquimalt to Nanaimo,
which the Dominion Government have agreed to build under the arrangement made
through Loi-d Carnarvon at the instance of British Columbia, it is eusential that the
Province of British Columbia sLv>uld convey, by legislation, to the Dominion Govern-
ment in trust to be appropriated in such manner as the Dominion Government may
deem advisable, a similar extent of public lands along the line of railwaj' before men-
tioned (not to exceed twenty miles on each side of the said line) as may be appro-
priated for the same purpose by the Dominion from the public lands of the North-
West Territories and the Province of Manitoba, as provided in the Oi-der in Council,
section 11, admitting the Province of British Columbia into tho Confederation, and
that it is desirable that the British Colunibia Government should be at once notified

that it will be necossury dur.ig the present Session of tho Legislature of that Province
to pass an Act so to a|)propriate and set apart lands to this extent, and for this

purpose, the grant to be subject, otherwise, to all the conditions contained in tho said

elevertth section of the terms of union.

The Committee concur in the above report of the Minister of Public Works, and
recommend the British Columbia Government be notified accordingly.

Certified, W. A. HIMSWORTH, C.P.C.

To the Honorable
The Minister of Public Works, &c.

Ottawa, 4th March, 1876.

Sib, -Herewith I have the honor to present to you cei-tuin propositions of the

Victoria and Esquimalt Railway Co., respecting the coni>*ructing and operating a line

of railway between Esquimalt and Nanuimo ; also a copy of a letter authorising me
}

to present the same to you. and to act as agent of the company in negotiating the
|

matter; and which servicos, L have auquainied the Company, I am willing to erform 1

provided thoy in no way conflict with my entire freedom of action as a mei..ber of!

Parliament. I

I have, therefore, to request the favor of an early consideration of the proposition
|

of the Victoria and Esquimalt Railway Co., hoping, in view of the condition of affairs
|

between British Columbia and Canada in relation to the construction ot u railway


