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with the other since the 26th of July, 1853, the day of the exchange of the ratifica-

tions of the Convention concluded between Great Britain and the United States of

America, at Loiuioii, on the Htii of Fc!)riiar\ , li^o',i, and whic-li yet remain
iinsettlecl ; as well as any other such claims wiiich mav be presented wilhin the

time si)ecified in Article III of this Convention, wiietluT or not arisinfj out the late

civil war in tlie United States, shall be referred to four Commissioners, to be

appointed in tlie following manner, that is to sav : two Commissioners shall be

named by Iler Britannic .Majesty, and two by the President of the United States.

In case of the death, absence, or incapacity of any Commissioner, or in the event

of any Commissioner omittin<^' or ceasing to act as such, Her Britannic Majesty, or

the President of the United States, as the case may be, shall forthwith name
another person to act as Commissioner in the place or stead of the Commissioner
originally named.

The Commissioners so named shall meet at London at the earliest convenient

period after they shall have been respectively named, and shall, before proceeding
to any business, make and subscribe a solemn Declaration that they will impartially

.and carefully examine and decide, to the best of their judgment, and aecortling to

justice and equity, witiiout icar, favour, or adection to their own country, upon all

such claims as sliall be laid before them on the part of the Governments of Iler

Britannic JNIajesty and of the United States, respectively ; and such Declaration

shall be entered on the record of their ])roeeedings.

Tlie Commissioners shall then, and before proceeding to any other business,

name some person to act as an arbitrator or umpire, to whose final decision, save

as otherwise provided in Article IV of this Convention, shall be referred any claim
upon which they may not be able to come to a decision. If they should not be
able to agree upon an Arbitrator or Umpire, the Commissioners on either side shall

name a person as Arbitrator or Umpire; and in each and every case in wiiich the
Commissioners may not bo able to come to a decision, the Commissioners sliall

determine by lot which of the two persons so named shall be the Arbitrator or

Umpire in that jjarticular case. The person or persons so to be ciiosen as
Arbitrator or Unipiic shall, liefoic proceeding to act as such in any case, make and
subsciibe a solcian deilaraiioii, in a form similar to that made and subscribed by
the Commissioners, wliieh sh;dl be entered on the record of their proceedings. In

the event or (he dculi. ahsenee. '.s- incapacity of such person or persons, or of his

or their omitting', or decliniii'^-, or ceasing to act as such Arbitrator or Umpire,
another person sliall lie named, in the same manner as the person originally nameil,

to act as Arbitrator or Umpire in his place and stead, and shall make and subscribe

Guch declaration as aforesaid.

ARTICLE II.

The Commissioners sliall then forthwith proceed to the investigation of the

claims which shall be presented to their notice. They shall investigate and decide

upon such claims in such order and in such manner as they may think proper, but
upon such evidence or information only as shall be furnished by or on belialf of

their respective Governments. They shall be bound to receive and peruse all

written documents or statements which may be presented to them by or on behalf

of their respective Governments, in support of or in answer to any claim, and to

hear, if required, one person on each side on behalf of each Government, as
Cou id or Agent for such Government, on each and every separate claim. Should
they fail to (lecide bv a majoritv upon any individual claim, they shall call to their

assistance the Arbitrator or Umpire whom they may have agreed upon, or who may
be determined by lot, as the case may be ; and such Arbitrator or Umpire, after

having examined the evidence adduced for and against the claim, and after having
heard, if required, one person on each side as aforesaid, and consulted with the
Commissioners, shall decide thereupon finally and without appeal.

The decision of the Commissioners, and of the Arbitrator or Umpire, shall be
given upon each claim in writing, and shall be signed by them respectively and
dated.

It shall be competent for each Government to name one person to attend the
Commissioners ms Agent oe its behalf, to present and support claims on its belialf,

and to answer claims ma-ic upon it, and to represent it generally in all matters
connected with the investigation and decision thereof.

The provisions of this Article shall, however, be subject to the special

arrangements made by .\rticles IV, V, and VI of this Convention, rcspec'.ing the


