
NOTKS ON TIIK UOAI).

iiiiiid, wlin swcjirliy ;^'iML,'< I wine ami IcinoJiadt.'. Poor fallows, niin-

inj^ tlii'ir licaltli, or wliy do tlicy rcMjiiin^ so of'ton to olttaiii a

lUL'ilical ccrtilicatt' ; '""•' '"H'ly that. (|uart<'r slioct of foolscap in

tlic'ir jt(»fkc't, licai'iii^' tlic symltolistic Icttei.s, " 1 1),"—tlioy all seoin

addicttMl tocraui[>saiiil tv>////t'o//''* ''^ tlioalMlomiiial region, demand-

in'' instantaneous internal treatment throii<di the medium of a

powerful medicine.

I notitM.' the medicine must he of a palatahle taste, for, like tlie

urchin wlio was hlessed with a ]\\v^i) sup[>ly of sugar previous to

taking his ])owders, fond rememhranee of the first instalment

generally induces a (tall for a little move pliysic.

AiK^ther advantage this same writt(!n moral ve])utation confers

upon tlu! owner: Avhen asked to "smile," they,witl» intense satisfac-

tion, j>roduce tlio magie lines and assert that they don't drink,

in fact are temperance men ; hut feeling a little s(|ueamish, some-

thing tliey eat for dinner not agreeing witli them, don't mind if

they take a small decoction of hrandy, just to settle things. Good

presence of miiul, my hoys, when that same thing will produce

brandy every time you are sensiltle enough to Ije temi)eratc (;n ;
!'

such connnon driid<s as heer, wliiskey, etc. These jtractitionersare

ohl travellers, thorougldy posted on all the ius an<l oiif.s; ditllcult

as a weasel to catch asK'cp ; innnense in tlie line of practical jokes ;

ready at any time to get of!" the last new thing on an acfpiaint-

ance, but slippeiy as an eel if the individual should undertake

to retaliate. ''J'hcse guerillas are muchly sus[)icio\is, and are as

wary to bite as any trout tliat ever wore out the patience of the

angler.

Well, let us clotlie s\ich motives with the mantle of charity. If the

disease is of a contagious character, tliere is a danger of our be-

coming infected, so let us act unto others as we-would they sliould

do unto us, if us were plai.'cd in the same cold-water })redicament.

And now, while inculcating charity, the authoi'asks from his l)ro-

ther "knights of the road," theii- kind consideration and lenient

judgement \\\)on the contents of this l)ook. Those wh(» commence

these pages with the expectation of reading a work of fiction, and

foUowhig <:»ut some cunningly devised plot of romance, will be

muchly mistaken.

These lines are merely the record of the sol)er realities of a com-

mercial travellers' every day life, interspersed with anecdotes and
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