
n ChJ About Old China and Sheffie/d Plali

propnrtions of tlic tV^nrc. M.uiy such pieces

were condemned and thrown out as " wasters,"

but if the eccentricity of the piece was but

slit,'h'. it was pasvjtl aiiil retained.

t,)ne of the iTio>t ch inning tea-sets of Oriental

I'drcelain of the Jesuit peritd was distinguished

by nearly every cup in tiie sei h ivin;^ the more

or less flattened form uf circle, the diameter at

the top bein<^' tuo and a-half inches at one part

and clost; on three at another. A'ul while one

collector readily recognized the (piaint interest

and indefinable charm of these odd pieces,

pp.nouucing them " deli;4Utful," another posi-

tively --efused to consider them fit for being

given a plice in the China cabinet !

A present day writer, referring to a very

valuable collection of old Chelsea China pre-

sented to the South Kensington .Museum by

Miss l-;mily Tiiom.on, says :
'• Technically

many of ihese pieces .ire vers' iini)ertect ; the

gla/e on some is lumpy, and they are much

fivv.ired by cracks; tlie painting is crude; md
jrf /:'r <ill this a ptati ./ tiiis zcar.; luhich has

fcuu'i its :c'jy ij s<iHt rvcrsight into a>i adjacent

casi.fui: c'f th. jliiest Sevres of the best period,

shires , lit froin :ts sii> r, loidiu ;s /ri'i a jezvel."

That is ihe ki;id if criticism of "defective

pieces tiuit one likes to meet uith. \\. is really

rcfresiiiiiL; '

There is a specimen oi that extremely rare

faience cilled. " h'aiei:ce Uiri.ii." or Henri 11

ware, in tlu- I'lrm -fan eUingated Tazza, with

;i ncaiv orn.iiruited cover. IJwing to undue


