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population almost insures a growing mem-
bership. With those labouring in such
straitened fields lLow heartily ought we to
sympathize, praying that the want of stimu-
Jus such as the centres of population afford,
and of encouragement such as increasing
pumbers give, may be more than made up

to them through *“the supply uof the Spirit| g™

of Jesus Christ,” And can we do less than
see to it, that they are kept free frow undue
axiety about temporal provision for their
families by enabling the Committee to in-
crease the income received from their con-
megations t0 the moderate au.ount agreed
upon by the Assembly as the minimum of
gtipend ¢

1 am persuaded that the deficiency of
last year can easily be met, and the recur-
rence of it provided agaiust, if Sessions and
Toards of Managers will but present the
claims of the Fund to their congregations.
The necessities of the case appeal to us.
The goodness with which God has crowned
the year appeals to us. Let me address to
vou the words long ago indited by the Holy
Ghost in regard to a matter similar to tins;
“If there be first a w:lling mind, itisaccept-
»d according to that a man hath, and not
according to that he hath not. For I mean
not that other men be eased, and ye bur-
dened: But by an equality, that now at
this time your abundance may be a supply
for their want, that their abundance may
also be a supply for your want: that there
may be equality.” ¢ Every man according
s he purposeth in his heart solet him give ;
mt grudgingly, nor of necessity, for God
loveth a cheerful giver. And God is able
wmsake all grace ahound toward you.”

“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you all. Amen.”

THOMAS WARDROPE.
Moderator of the General Assembly.
Guelph, Sept. 25, 1891.

The different branches of the Presbyterian

urch in Japan, co-operate under the name
of the “United Church of Christian Japan,”
which has 94 out-stations, 68 churches, 8,954
tmmunicants, 40 Japanese ministers, 47 Jap-
aese licentiates, 31 schools, 54 theological
ftudents, 438 young men and boys in schools,
3080 voung women and girls in schools, total
hristinns in schools, 704, contributions last
vear $13,00.

Shetrhies from Latestine.

By Rev. Tromas Cumuixg, Truro.

THE PLAIN OF ESDRALON.

my previous paper onr Samaria the
nalterable limits to which I was re-
stricted, prevented me from even mention-
ing several interesticg localities which I
visited between the modern Arab village of
Sebastia and the Plain of Esdrzlen, of
which I now write. My impressions of
Dothan were particularly meniorable. The
ruins scattered over the mound-shaped hill
on which the ancient city stood, were red-
olent with the memory of Jeseph and his
brethren, and Berhadad, King of Syria,
and Elisha the grest prophet of Israel.
Like the young attendant of the prophet I
could not, in my blindness, sée the horses
and chariots of fire encompassing the moun-
tain round about. But the perusal of the
inspired record c¢f what he saw when his
syes were supernaturally opened, helped
greatly to confirm my faith in the grand
realities of the spiritua: world. Without
auy supernatural emlightenment, I saw all
around, the extensive, fertile fields on
whieh Joseph, after his long, tvilsome jour-
ney from Hebron, found his brethren
keeping their father’s flock, I also saw the
so-called “ Pit,” into which dJoseph was
cast by his brethren. There was plenty of
water in it at the time of our visit, though
I declined a drink which a fine yonng
Bedouin drew from it and offered to me.
But our guide told us that later on in the
season, in the heat of summer, it would be
ary, as it was when Joseph was cast into it.

The beautiful and euphonious word,
“ Esdralon,” which stands at the head of
this page, is not found in the canonical
Seriptures. But it is just the Greek equiv-
alent of the Hebrew word Jezreel, which
frequently occurs in the historical and pro-
phetical portions of the Old Testament.. It
is the name given to the great central Plain
of Palestine, of which the ancient valley of
Jezreel was & prominent part. Embracing,
as it now does, the valley of Jezreel, the
valley of Megiddo, and other adjacent
places mentiored in the inspired narrative,
it is a magnificent expanse, situated be-
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tween the provinces of Samaria and Galiles,



