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College school, Port Hope.  In 1884 he returnedd to Califoria,
whete he entered journalism, and the neat cleven years he
spent on the staffs of San Francisco's two  big dailies, The
Chromele and The Examuner, ‘Uhe Fresno Republican and The
Denver Republican, Coming to ‘T'oronto in July of the pre-
sent year, he engaged as reporter on The World, succeeding to
the oty editorship when Mr. Claude Lawton vacated that posi
tion to purchase ‘The Pans Review,
»*

The purchase of The Toronto Star by Edmund E. Shep-
pard brngs back to daly journalism one of the brightest men
i the profession. “T'he price paid s said to be about $25,000.
The same stafl’ remains i charge. Mr. Crabbe, who has con-
ducted from the first a manly and digmbied newspaper, con
tinwes manager.  Mr. Cohin Campbell is editor, and Mr.
Sheppard’s contnbutions will be signed.  Saturday Naght is
not affected by the deal. Mr. Sheppard, Mr. 1LF. Clark and
their coadjutors will give 1t the same attention as heretofore.

-*

Two signed articles in this issue of PrINITER Ao Pesnisteg
by expenienced newspaper men will be read with interest. Mt
Nichol wiites sound doctrine on the tone of the press.  Mr.
Bafoe’s views on make-up are commended to the attention of
all and sundry.  He has been pegging away at this reform from
almost pre-historic times.

A COPYRIGHT VICTORY IN SIGHMT.

FEER a sustammed and gallant fight the promoters of Cana-

chan copynight begin to see victory ahead.  In 1888 the
Copyright Associatuon was formed, with Mr. John Ross Robert-
son as president, vice presidents from all the provinces, and a
council consisting of the following : James Murray, W, D. Gil-
lean, AW, Cranl, ). 1L (olmour, Rachard Brown, . A, Rose,
AL s Irving, WL Bryee, AL Fo Rutter, Go ML Adam, D, T M
Ainsh and George H. Suckling, The cluef labors have neces-
s Sllen toa few, like Messrs. Robertson, Rutter, Irving,
Rose, cte, and nobly have they done their work,  There s
every probahility that the Canadian Act of 1889, modstied by
mconstderable amendments, will shortly obtan the Royal sanc:

ton  and that with the consent of nearly all parties concerned.

I'he Ouawa conference was thoroughly representative.  Sir
Hibbert Tupper appeared for the Domumion Government, Mr,
Hall Camne as the authorized delegate of the British authors,
and unotticial agent ot the Imperial Government, Mr, Daldy foe
the Buush Publishers” Association, and Messts, Dan. A. Rose,
AN bving, A FL Rutter and John Ross Robertson for the
Catadian pubhishers, book jobbers, printers and proprictors of
serial pubhcations respectively,  There s, theefore, the more
cause for rejoicing that an agicement was practically reached by
those assembled.

Of comse, a preat deal of discussion occurred before an
understanding was annved at. The advocates ot Canadian nghts,
however, endeavored to divest the question of all side 1sues and
to place 1tn a simphiied form. Uns bang done, Messrs, Came
and Daldy both agreed that the existing regulations were wrong,
msomuch as atter an Laghshican, an Amencar and a Canadian
had cach taken out a copanght in lis own country, the two tirst-
named were allowad o compete e the Canadian market, winle
the Later had no compensating privilege whatever,

'y much having been granted, the matter of arranging
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details was taken up and shight concessions were made on either
side. It was agreed, for instance, that the author should have
yo instead of 3o days within which to secure a copyright on a
work, before the right so to do should revert to any Canadian
publishers,

The hitch came when the clause allowing the importation
by any private person of two copies of the original English
edition was reached. It may be here stated by way of paren-
thesis that this section of the draft bill was inserted merely to
comply with the letter of the Berne treaty, while evading the
spirit of it. At any rate, as stated above, this proved the rock
upon which the conference almost split.  Both Mer. Caine and
Mr. Daldy agreed that the cheap British Colonial editions
should not be sold in the country, but while Mr. Caine allowed
Canada’s right to estend the prohibition to the original English
edition, Mr. Daldy did not see it that way. He thought that
the British publishers would object to such a provision, and
asked that the Canadian booksellers be placed upon the same
footing as the general public.  "T'hus the matter stood when the
conference broke up, and it is eapected that the authors and
publishers of England will agree to allow the clause to stand
asatis.  But even if the right of selling the original Enghsh
edition of any work here is insisted upon, the real object of the
Act will have been obtained, viz, : The shutting out of cheaper
literature, for a high-priced  English publication could not very
well compete with a much less costly Canadian edition.

It is thought that if the result of Mr Caine's visit material-
izes as soon as is expected, a revised bill, fBunded upon the
draft before the recent conference, will probably be brought
down in the Domimon House at the coming session.

Now that this question is nearing so satisfactory a conclu.
sion, we should like to make an obscrvation or two regarding
some popular objections to the bill, which scem to us to be
founded upon fallacious conceptions.

In the first place, it has been said that the constituency of
readers in Canada is too small to support publishers of our own.
In answer to this we would simply ask : How is it then that the
publishers of the British Colonial cditions, who, as is well
known, depend for arculation largely upon Canada, manage to
make a success of their enterprises ?

Gn behall of the reading pubhic another exception has been
taken to the bill, to the effect that it will give Canadian pub.
lishers 2 monopoly, and that they can ask what prices they like
for their books.  Those who raise this objection must either
know not whercof they speak, or they must consider Canadian
publishers a brilliant lot of asses.  They will certainly not be
so foolish as to put the cost of their books above the people’s
heads.  On the contrary, it will obviously be to their interests
to publish at paying figures.  Besides, it is to be borne in mind
that only the exceptional books will ever be copyrighted by
cither authoror publisher in Canada, and, not being copyrighted,
will come 1 as freely as they do now.

In fact, as far as the public are concerned, it is easy to show
how they will be not only not injured, but actually benefitted by
the Act.  We have only to instance DuMaurier’s “Trilby,”
thousands of copies of which were sold in Canada at an out-
rageously high figure, simply because nothing but the original
English-Amencan edimon was obtainable for some months here.
For upwards of a year Canadians had to pay $1.75 for the
book, the Canadian market having been thrown in “to boot”




